les, Monday, F cbr 
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Amnesty welcomes Syrian move 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Amnesty Internationa] said Mon- 
day it welcomes the recent release of Jadi* NawfaJ, 
Ya’qub Musa. Hass an ‘All, Hussam Salama and 
Tbabit Murad — five buman rights defenders who 
' ** prison sentences in Sednaya 

. Syna. These men were arrested simply for 
' defending human rights in Syria and should never 
have been imprisoned in the first place. Amnesty said 
in a press release. l ’\Ve are now calling on the Syrian 
nmf M { . "*> authorities to immediately release the five remaining 
in ■ • prisoners of conscience who were arrested during the 

-■ | same period, it said. The five men were arrested with 
l) l >\ , i, .. 1 12 others by the Syrian military intelligence between 

December 1991 and January 1992 in connection with 
the Committee for the Defence of Democratic Free- 
doms and Human Rights (CDF), a voluntary and 
unofficial organisation set up in 1989. 
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Jordan, Kuwait exchange greetings 

AMMAN tPetra) — His Majesty King Hussein on Mon- 
day sent a cable to Sheikh Jaber A1 Ahmad Al Jabcr Al 
Sabah of Kuwait on his country’s national day. The King 
wished Sheikh Jaber continued good health arid a happy 
life and the Kuwaiti people further progress and devel- 
opment. Prime Minister Abdul Karim Kabariii on Mon- 
day received a cable from Kuwaiti Prime Minister Saad 
Al Abdullah Al Sabah congratulating him on the occasion 
of ‘Ed Al Fitr. The cable came in reply to a cable sent by 
Mr. Kabariti to Sheikh Saad on this occasion. 


Number 6463 


AMMAN TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 25, 1997, SHAWWAL 18, 1417 


Price: Jordan 200 Fils 


I I’i 




V. 


''•■ii!, 

MV 


lv -«ri 


U '^"ifJKing’s message 

* TRIPOLI (Petra) — Libyan 
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•■J» [j 1 ' leader Muammar Qadhafi 
<f pn Monday received Minis- 
13 ier of Trade and Industry Ali 




fCr ?li»fbns and issues of common 
Suqj concern. Colonel Qadhafi 


‘ ‘“h \. u • Abul Ragheb, who relayed 
i*rv l -,,1 l Nr to him a message from His 
•!. \ U .., Majesty King Hussein. The 
1 'A . .m" message dealt with 

v, fur r grengdiening bilateral rela- 

' ll,, d ih,. >u 

'Vhcv!' 1 lauded the Kingdom’s 
' "V'H.t. ^jh * achievement in all fields. 
.iu[ Libya is willing ro cooper- 
^ ate with Jordan in all areas 
' 1 kvn i .and fonn a jcant Jordanian- 
h-., ' . ^Libyan committee for this 
I '.,u ■ ‘regard, he said. Mr. Abul 

1 l ,J fa v Ragheb voiced Jordan's 
wttyiposition to the sanctions 
efftii l t imposed on Libya. In 
Hlizj^*, Amman, Prime Minister 
ihcj lf{ Abdul Karim Kabariti Mon- 
1 'k- huu* day received a cable from 


• 1 ‘pit 
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Libyan People's Congress 
Secretary General Juma’a 
t fazzan i on bilateral rela- 
tions. 
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. Demirel wants power 

1:4 11 '■S»»ugis »nu to dissolve parliament 

iTnt'ii(lik.\ eJft ANKARA (AFPj — Turk- 

iVM-iu-dauohteish President Suleyman 
r ‘ m Demirel admitted in state- 
v ■ ... raents published Monday he 

1 *'■ ' would like the power ro 

‘Id-liie [.dissolve parliament and call 

• ■ -: |% I* i'iL j-eariy legislative elections. 
!•. «. 1 .liter “The president of the repub- 
i p.-.i .■ 1 1 italic should be elected by the 
.... i . in j ll)? people and the elected pres- 

■ , x j^Sfent should be empowered 

L to dissolve parliament,” 
■ 1 Mr. Demirel said, according 

the statements published 
'■'Uii.ivfkjj, Turkish press. 

! Under 'Hnkey’s constitu- 
p - ' 4..-it Ice tion. which was approved in 
i'l.i!.-* j'lcra 1982 referendum, the 
Hu -5 ishead of state, elected by 
-^parliament, does not have 
- : .,hkj L*hc right to dissolve the leg- 

■ I '• sir If isIaDve body. The Turkish 
J ‘ ‘.'leader said he had spoken 

with the pro-Islamic prime 
■■ • ' l11 l “nunister, Necmettin 

ic-yiiii ‘“■Erbakan, of the Turkish 
> K.iil.i-iiarmy’s “uneasiness” 

_ - .ibk-J j regarding the activities of 

■ i A«'Jiis ruling pro-Islamic Wel- 

, K (? fare Party (see page 2). 

; “ 1 ' u Egypt extends 
^ J Emergency law 

s . CAIRO (R) — Egypt’s 

. . , v |,„ it parliament has approved a 
‘ presidential decree to 

' 7 •K , 'i^“ xten d ^ or riiree more years 
v' -ibe emergency law in force 
‘”' l since President Anwar 
1 1 . "^sadat was assassinated in 
■ ; l ‘ l ''^*1981. In a session late on 

• • ' K-+ ^Sunday, the 444-seat house 
• '-^passed the law after 432 

iv^nembeis voted for its 
' 4 .<■,(. ii. '■extension while only 12 

. ' \ Looted against iL The ruling 
'■ ^ ^..-.iNaiional Democratic Party 

*^.has a 317-seat majority in 
' parliamenL On Sunday. 

■ ■*' Prime Minister Kama! Gan- 

zouri described the exten- 
sion as protection for 
lint ■ kiB2 -^‘Egypt’s expanding econo- 
' 1,1 ‘ . . my from sabotage by “ter- 

, 1 ), i rt- i:lii 1,111 rorists,” the government’s 
term for militants fighting 
to turn Egypt into a purist 
• •" Islamic state. 

w* ' Israel has doubled 
■'troop nmnbers in 
S. Lebanon — U.N. 

•:.- BEIRUT (AFP) — Israel 
has doubled the number of 
1 troops in its self-declared 
. (.“■security zone” in South 
- Lebanon over the past eight 
. months, a U>I. spokesman 
1 ► said in an interview pub- 
lished Monday. "The figure 
’ is now closer to 2,000 
■Israeli soldiers." Timur 
'■ ■ Goksel, spokesman for the 
U.N. Interi m F orce In 
Lebanon (UNlflL), told 
the daily Star English-lan- 
i ■ guage newspaper. "That 
could also be a misleading 
' figure as it could triple and 
even quadruple as we are 
" talking now,” Mr. Goksel 
said, but played down spec- 
.. illation of a military escala- 
■ tion in the area. Israel’s mil- 
* itary reinforcements appear 
. ' to reflect an increasingly 
. uneasy situation for Israeli 
. forces in the border zone 
■set up by the Jewish state in 
.-.1985. 
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Netanyahu suggests justice 
minister culprit in scandal 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) — 
Benyamin Ne tan yahu’s 
lawyer suggested Monday 
that the prime minister had 
been manipulated by his 
justice minister in an 
alleged corruption scandal 
that prompted opposition 
demands the leader step 
down temporarily. 

Mr. Netanyahu’hired Yaa- 
cov Weinroth, one of 
Israel’s top criminal 
lawyers, over the weekend 
after being reportedly 
warned by police during 
questioning last week that 
he could face criminal 
charges. 

The alleged affair 
revolves around one of Mr. 
Netanyahu’s political allies, 
Aryeh Deri, leader of the 
Shas Party. Israel TV has 
said Mr. Deri conspired to 
get a crony, lawyer Roiii 
Bar-On. appointed as attor- 
ney general. 

As pan of the deal, Mr. 
Bar-On was to end Mr. 
Deri’s corruption trial. 

Mr. Deri, in turn, was to 
deliver the two badly need- 
ed votes of Shas cabinet 
ministers in favour of the 
Hebron troop withdrawal. 

Mr. Weinroth accused 
Justice Minister Tzahi 
Hanegbi of wrongly advis- 
ing the premier over the 
appointment 

Mr. Netanyahu’s aborted 
Jan. 10 nomination of Mr. 
Bar-On as attorney general 
has resulted in a police 
investigation, and the pre- 
mier was grilled by police 
for four hours about the 
case last week. 

If found to be implicated 
in a corrupt deal over Mr. 
Bar-On's appointment Mr. 
Netanyahu could face 
charges of breach of trust 
which canies a penalty of 
up to three years in jail on 
conviction. 

It is the first time in Israel 
that a head of government 
has been threatened with 
indictment 

Mr. Weinroth told Israel 
Radio on Monday that 


"Netanyahu was led astray” 
by the fact that the justice 
minister said the head of 
the supreme court Chief 
Justice Aharon Barak, had 
approved the nomination of 
Mr. Bar-On. 

"With all due respect he 
(the prime minister) is not 
familiar, and cannot be 
familiar with the entire 
community of lawyers,” 
Mr. Weinroth told the 
Haaretz daily. 

“If his justice minister 
lells him that ihe candidate 
is excellent and has all the 
qualifications and all the 
recommendations, includ- 
ing the blessing of the chief 
justice, what should he 
think?” Mr. Weinroth said. 

In an interview with the 
Yediot Ahronot daily, the 
Iawtyer quoted Mr. 
Netanyahu as saying that 
the justice minister told him 
the choice of Mr. Bar-On 
had the chief justice’s 
blessing. 

"I get the information 
that the nomination is certi- 
fied by the chief ju stice, so 
what should I do? Should 
I go and inquire who the 
man is? What can I do? 
These are my people, Tsahi 
is my justice minister and I 
have to trust them," Mr. 
Weinroth quoted Mr. 
Netanyahu as telling him, 
according to Yediot 

“Mr. Hanegbi was mis- 
taken on this point" said 
Mr. Weinroth. who joined 
the prime minister’s legal 
team three days ago to help 
prepare him for possible 
further questioning by the 
police. 

But Mr. Hanegbi, a mem- 
ber of Mr. Netanyahu’s 
Likud Party, has refused to 
respond to the claims. 

“I have already told 
everything to the police and 
I don’t have the right to 
reveal details of my testi- 
mony. Let's wait until the 
end of the inquiry.” he said. 

Mr. Weinroth insisted 
Sunday that there had been 
no wrongdoing on Mr. 


Netanyahu's part. "Not 
only will he come out of 
this clean, but also w-ithout 
a spot,” he said. 

During taped questioning 
of Mr. Netanyahu last 
week, police warned that 
his deposition might be 
used against him after he 
failed to answer several 
awkward questions, 

according to state televi- 
sion. 

The prime minister could 
face another round of inter- 
rogation in the coming 
days, Israeli Radio report- 
ed 

Judicial sources said on 
Sunday that a host of Mr. 
Netanyahu’s close aides — 
including Mr. Hanegbi, the 
head of the prime minis- 
ter’s office Avigdor Lieber- 
man, and Cabinet Secretary 
Danny Naveh — will also 
be questioned by police for 
a second time this week 
over the affair. 

Legal experts said the 
wide-ranging police probe 
is set to last two or three 
more weeks. 

During that period Mr. 
Netanyahu is banned from 
having one-on-one contacts 
with close advisors impli- 
cated in the affair — even 
on sensitive government 
business — to stop them 
from being tempted to com- 
pare notes. 

The Labour opposition 
announced Saturday it had 
set up a working group to 
prepare for new elections if 
Mr. Netanyahu’s govern- 
ment falls over the scandal. 

Mr. Netanyahu said Sun- 
day he was certain he 
would see his term through 
to the next scheduled vote 
in 2000. 

"T intend to continue to 
lead the state of Israel,” he 
said. "I heard the (opposi- 
tion) is getting ready for 
new elections. I have good 
advice for you: ‘Wait. You 
have a good four years left 
in the opposition."’ 

(Continued on page 7) 


Palestinians will accept 
’administrative unity’ of 
Jerusalem, Abbas says 


ABU DHABI (Agencies) — Palestinians 
will battle to get Arab East Jerusalem as 
the capital of die state they expect to set up 
but favour keeping the city united adminis- 
tratively, a top aide to Palestinian leader 
Yasser Arafat said Monday. 

Mahmoud Abbas, a key peace negotiator 
with Israel, said the United States still 
advocated a united Jerusalem. 

“The American position is clear and has 
not changed ... no to the division of 
Jerusalem and no to the annexation of 
Jerusalem,” Mr. Abbas told AFP in an inter- 
view during a visit to the Linked Arab Emi- 
rates (UAE). 

“We support this stand. We do not want 
an administrative division of Jerusalem, 
and we do not want a wall to be erected 
between the two sectors. There could be a 
political division of the city.” 

Israel has ruled out handing over Arab 
East Jerusalem to the Palestinians, insisting 
it must remain part of the Jewish state’s 
eternal capital. 

Arab East Jerusalem will be one of the 
main issues in the final-status negotiations 
between Israel and the Palestinians which 
are due to begin on March 15 and end in 
May 1999. . 

Mr. Abbas said the Palestinian Nauonal 
Authority (PNAh headed by Mr. Arafat, 
would use peaceful means to get Arab East 
Jerusalem. 

“We will seek help from the co-sponsors 
of the peace process — the United States 
and Russia, from Europe and from the U.N. 
Security Council, which has issued resolu- 
tions considering (Arab East) Jerusalem as 
occupied,” he said. . 

"This city is unquestionably our legiti- 
mate right. It is an occupied city, and there 
will never be a final agreement without 
Jerusalem," he said. 


Mr. Abbas voiced fears violence could 
break out anew between Palestinians and 
Israel if it went ahead with plans to build 
6,500 homes for about 25,000 Jews in the 
now undeveloped Jabal Abu Ghneim, 
known to Israelis as Har Homa. 

He recalled clashes that left more than 80 
Palestinians and Israelis dead following 
the September opening by Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu’s government of a 
new entrance to an archaeological tunnel 
near East Jerusalem's Al Aqsa Mosque 
complex. 

“Yes, there could be another explosion, 
which we really do not wish. We hope that 
things will not get out of control because 
we earnestly want to maintain quiet rela- 
tions with the Israelis,” he said. 

Asked if Palestinian policemen could 
again be involved in possible clashes with 
Israeli troops, he said: "We hope what hap- 
pened last year will not be repeated. But we 
also hope Israel will realise that it is cross- 
ing a r«3 line and encroaching on an issue, 
which we consider as a taboo.” 

Mr. Abbas said Palestinians believed all 
Jewish settlements in the autonomous West 
Bank and Gaza are illegitimate. 

"The so-called contracts for the sale and 
purchase of land are also illegitimate. We 
will not accept at all such actions because 
we know very well their goal — to swallow 
our lands," he said. 

The Palestinian leader said he expected 
tough and prolonged negotiations with 
Israel on the fitial-status of the Palestinian 
areas. He said the negotiations would cover 
Jerusalem, settlements, borders, refugees 
and relations with neighbours. 

“The negotiations should end in May 
1999 according to our agreement with 
them. We hope they (Israelis) will abide by 
this agreement,” he said. 



KING, CROWN PRINCE CONDOLE CHINA: His Majesty King Hussein, accom- 
panied by His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan, signs a condolences register 
at the embassy of the People's Republic of China on Monday during a visit there 
to convey condolences to the Chinese leadership and people over the death of 
China’s paramount leader Deng Xiaoping (see page 5) 

King Hussein meets American 
Friends of Meretz delegation, 
reaffirms commitment to peace 


By a Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — His Majesty King Hussein on 
Monday received at the Royal Court a del- 
egation representing the American Friends 
of Meretz, a lobbying group in Washington 
on behalf of the liberal Israeli political party 
, Meretz. 

The Jordan News Agency, Petra, said 
King Hussein reviewed with the delegation 
the Middle East peace process and the latest 
developments in the region. 

The King briefed the American delegation 
on Jordan's commitment to efforts towards 
reaching a just, durable and comprehensive 
peace for the betterment of the people and 
the generations to come in the region. 

King Hussein said proponents of peace 
were a majority in the Middle East and it 
was ibeir duty’ to defend peace, Petra said. 

Members of the delegation briefed the 
King on their group's activities and current 
tour of the region. 

They expressed appreciation of King 
Hussein’s efforts to reach peace and stabili- 
ty. 

"Your Majesty's efforts are of high impor- 
tance and are highly appreciated by peace- 
lovers in the Middle East,” Petra quoted the 
leader of the delegation as saying. 

The delegation is on a 10-day visit to the 
.Middle East in a bid, according to its 
spokesmen, to explore bow American 
Friends of Meretz could help advance die 
peace process and strengthen understanding 
between Israelis and Arabs. 

"We would like to have firsthand informa- 
tion on how the Jordanian leadership and 
people perceive peace with Israel, and see 
what we could do to advance the quest for 
peace in the Middle East," said a delegation 
spokesman. 

"We reject the Israeli policy of building 
settlements in the Palestinian territories,"* 
said the spokesman, adding that the group 
was also concerned over the possible reper- 


cussions of Israel’s plans to build new Jew- 
ish neighbourhoods in Arab East Jerusalem. 

The group was among American organisa- 
tion which opposed moves three years to 
consider moving the U.S. embassy in Israel 
from Tel Aviv to occupied Jerusalem. 

The Meretz Party, which has nine seats in 
the 120-strong Israeli Knesset, was a coali- 
tion partner in the Labour government that 
was toppled in May elections. While in gov- 
ernment, the party was highly influential in 
advancing the implementation of the Oslo 
accords signed by Israel and the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation (PLO). 

One of the party’s leaders, Yossi Sarid. is 
very close to Palestinian leader ■ Yasser 
Arafat, according to Palestinian and Israeli 
sources. 

Meretz calls for the return of territories 
Israel occupied in the ! 967 war to the Pales- 
tinians and supports the creation of an inde- 
pendent Palestinian state. 

It is the only political party in Israel which 
has adopted such a position. 

American Friends of Meretz, which 
counts among its members prominent 
Americans from all walks of life, goes a 
step forward and advocates the return of 
Arab East Jerusalem to the Palestinians, a 
stand not formally endorsed by the Meretz 
Party. 

Before arriving in Jordan, the delegation 
visited Israel and met with Meretz party 
leaders and other prominent Israeli peace 
activists. 

The delegation left Amman after the audi- 
ence with the King. 

While in Amman, the delegation also held 
meetings with prominent Jordanian person- 
alities. 

Minister of Information Manvan Muasher 
met with the group earlier Monday. 

Among the delegation were a judge from 
New Hork and several prominent lawyers as 
well as academicians. 


Kuwait 
frees 10 
Jordanian 
prisoners 

By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Kuwait on 
Monday announced the 
release of 10 Jordanian 
prisoners under an amnesty 
granted to 405 detainee* as 
pan of the emirate’s cele- 
brations making its libera- 
tion from Iraqi occupation 
in 1991. 

A Kuwaiti Interior Min- 
istry statement, carried by 
international agencies in 
dispatches from Kuwait 
City, said the eniir. Sheikh 
Jaber Al Ahmad Al Sabah, 
had also reduced the prison 
terms of 590 other prison- 
ers. It was not known 
whether any Jordanians 
were among the 590. 

A Jordanian official 
source welcomed the 
release of the 10 and 
expressed hope that all Jor- 
danians held in Kuwaiti 
and other prisons w ould be 
released. 

“We welcome the 
Kuwaiti gesture and hope 
that all other Jordanians, 
held in Kuwait and any- 
where else, will be released 
so that they could he 
reunited with their fami- 
lies,” said the source. 

The source added that the 
government was closely 
following up on the situa- 
tion of Jordanian prisoners 
abroad, including those in 
Kuwait. 

The amnesty for the JO 
Jordanian prisoners was 
the first since Kuwaiti 
authorities jailed nearly 
100 Jordanians after they 
were tried by the state 
security court on charees of 
“collaborating" with Iraq 
during the August 1990- 
February 1991 Iraqi occu- 
pation of the emirate. 

About half of them were 
freed after serving out their 
sentences since then. 

Kuwait is observing lib- 
eration day on Tuesday and 
Wednesday. 

The prisoners are to be 
released on Tuesday morn- 
ing from the 

central prison in 
Sulaibiya, southwest of 
Kuwait City, the Interior 
Ministry staiemcm said. 

The statement said the 

(Continued on page 7) 


Significant ground covered on bilateral issues 
during Netanyahu's visit here, Muasher reports 


By P.V. Vivekanand 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Significant 
ground on economic coop- 
eration was covered in Sun- 
day’s talks here between 
Jordan and Israel and offi- 
cials from the two sides 
would start meetings soon 
to reach agreements on sev- 
eral issues, including trade 
and transport. Information 
Minister Manvan Muasher 
said Monday. 

Dr. Muasher said the 
taiks, held during the visit 
here of Israeli Prime Minis- 
ter Benyamin Netanyahu, 
also included issues such as 
plans to modernise the 
King Hussein Bridge, 
efforts to secure the release 
of Jordanians held in Israel 
and Israel's treatment of 
Jordanians visiting the Jew- 
ish state as well os the 
Kingdom’s quest to secure 
Jordanian properties in 
Israel. 

He said the ministers of 
transport of the two coun- 
tries will meet next week to 
discuss means to remove 
hurdles in the easy move- 
ment of goods between Jor- 


dan and the Palestinian ter- 
ritories after Israel agreed 
to consider a Jordanian 
request in this regard. 

Dr. Muasher. addressing a 
weekly press briefing, said 
Israel had also accepted to 
consider expanding a list of 
products that the Kingdom 
could export to the West 
Bank. 

Mr. Netanyahu told a 
press conference after his 
talks here on Sunday that 
he wanted to “break down 
all barriers and bring dow r n 
all walls” in economic 
cooperation with Jordan. 

He said progress was 
mode on some issues and 
“other obstacles" in boost- 
ing bilateral ties would be 
removed soon. 

In Sunday's talks. Dr. 
Muasher said, “we raised 
almost even 1 issue of bilat- 
eral concern, including 
trade and transport, which 
are restrained by Israeli 
controls.” 

He was referring to cum- 
bersome security inspec- 
tions imposed by the Israeli 
army before Jordanian 
expons could enter the 
West Bank. 


The minister said Jordan 
specifically requested that a 
"door-to-door” system of 
transport be applicable to 
Jordanian products destined 
for the Palestinian territo- 
ries. 

This would mean Jordan- 
ian vehicles canying goods 
for the West Bank , after 
security inspections carried 
out by Jordanian authori- 
ties. being allowed to cross 
the River Jordan and pro- 
ceed directly to their desti- 
nation. Under the present 
system, the vehicles have to 
unload the cargo at the Jor- 
danian side of the crossing 
for Israeli security checks. 
Hie goods are then 
reloaded on Israeli trucks 
on the other side. 

Such a procedure was 
also applicable to Jordanian 
exports to the Israeli market 
until Jan. 1, 1997, when it 
was replaced by a "door-to- 
door” arrangement. 

Jordan has been pressing 
Israel to let the same 
arrangement be applicable 
to its exports to the Pales- 
tinian territories. 

"Israel agreed to consider 
the request and the minis- 


ters of transport from the 
two sides will meet next 
week to follow up the 
issue,” said Dr. Muasher. 

Similarly. Jordan also 
sought to include more 
items in a list of products 
that Israel now permits the 
Kingdom to export to the 
Palestinian market. 

“Israel accepted to study 
the request and officials 
from the two sides will be 
meeting soon to discuss the 
issue with a view to arriv- 
ing at an agreement after 
Jordan and the Palestinian 
(National) Authority reach- 
es a framework." die infor- 
mation minister said. 

Under an April 1995 
accord on economic coop- 
eration signed with the 
Palestine Liberation Organ- 
isation (PLO) after negotia- 
tions held in Paris, Israel 
has limited the items and 
quantities that the Palestini- 
ans could import from Jor- 
dan and ail other external 
sources except the Jewish 
state. 

Such limitations, Jordan- 
ian officials say. keep the 

(Continud on page 7) 
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Turkish army chief 


warns government 
over Islamist trends 


ANKARA (AFP) — A 

Turkish army chief issued a 
new strong warning at the 
weekend to the country’s 
pro-lslamic government 
against departing from the 
secular tradition established 
75 years ago, press reports 
said here. 

Statements by the deputy 
chief of the armed forces 
general staff. General Cevik 
Bir, in Washington Saturday 
are expected to increase 
fears of a fourth military 
coup in Turkey since 1960. 

The army, traditional 
defender of secularism in 
Turkey, staged a dramatic 
show of force earlier this 
month, sending some 40 
tanks into Ankara’s Sin can 
suburb after a strongly pro- 
lslamic demonstration was 
held there. 

“We will make no conces- 
sions to anyone on the prin- 
ciples of Ataturk as regards 
democracy and secularism.” 
Gen. Bir was quoted as say- 
ing Saturday, adding: “We 
expect the government to 
conform totally to these 
principles. 

Mustapha Kemal Ataturk 
was the founder of modem 
Turkey in 1923. 

Gen. Bir and a number of 
other Turkish officials were 
in the United States for 
annual meetings of an 
organisation to promote 
Turkish -American relations. 

“We attach great impor- 
tance to individual rights 
and freedoms.” the general 
was also quoted as saying. 
■*We will never allow our 
women to be deprived of 
these civil rights,” he told an 
audience of some 1 .000 
Turks and Americans. 

“The Turkish armed forces 
are the guardian of our con- 
stitution and a component of 
the pebpl&'wiia are SO per 
cent pro-secular.” 


He pointedly left out the 
20 per cent who voted for 
the pro-lslamic Welfare 
Party (Refah] in December 
1995 elections. Refah was 
able to form a government 
under Prime Minister 

Necmertin Erbakan with the 
"help'of the rightist True Path 
Party of Foreign Minister 
Tansu Ciller. 

Earlier this month the 
daily Sabah reported that 
Gen. Bir's senior. Chief of 
the General Staff General 
Ismail Hakki Karadayi. 

would “stress the misgivings 
of the army in the face of 
anti-secular activity” at a 
meeting of the National 
Security Council on Febru- 
aiy 28. 

The council brings togeth- 
er top civilian and military 
officials, including Mr. 
Erbakan and President 

Suleyman Demirel. 

Supporters of Turkey’s 
secular tradition have been 
expressing concern in recent 
weeks over a perceived 
trend towards “Lslamisation” 
under Refah. 

A bill to allow women to 
wear the Islamic headscarf 
in government offices and 
universities has already 
prompted a warning from 
the army. Refah has also 
proposed a mosque on Tak- 
sim Square in Istanbul, a 
spot that symbolises con- 
temporary Turkey. 

Sabah said the army was 
particularly annoyed over a 
visit that Justice Minister 
Sevket Kazan paid in prison 
to Sincan’s mayor, Bekir 
Yildiz, who was arrested fol- 
lowing the demonstration. 

Critics described the visit 
by Mr. Kazan, a Refah hard- 
liner, as a “defiance of jus- 
tice” aimed at “giving the 
impression that the Islamist 
mayor was. under the protec- 
tion of the Justice Ministry.” 


Deniz Baykal, the head of 
the opposition People’s 
Republican Party (CHP.) 
founded by Ataturk. has 
charged that Refah’s 
“dream” was to “set up a 
regime on the model of 
Iran.” 

Tehran’s ambassador to 
Turkey, Mohammad Reza 
Bagheri, was among the 
speakers at the Sincan 
demonstration, where he 
backed the introduction of 
Islamic law, sparking an out- 
er}'. 

In a speech during 
“Jerusalem night," organ- 
ised by Mr. Vildiz on Janu- 
ary 3 1 . Mr. Bagheri also said 
Islam would triumph 
throughout the world. 

The' Turkish Foreign Min- 
istry seor a protest note to 
Mr. Bagheri. but Turkish lay 
circles, including the army, 
considered the measure 
inadequate. 

Mr. Demirel also jumped 
to the defence of the secular 
state this month, hitting out 
at “those who are trying to 
politicise the Islamic reli- 
gion and use it for political 
ends.” Thousands of women 
in Ankara protested last 
month against Sharia in a 
march that was condemned 
by Refah as a “reaction 
against religion." 

Mr. Bagheri and Iran’s 
consul in Istanbul Moham- 
mad Reza Rashid have 
returned to Tehran for con- 
sultations “after the recent 
events in Turkey,” Iranian 
Foreign Minister Ali Akbar 
Velayati said Saturday. 

A political analyst said the 
Turkish government had not 
ordered the expulsion of the 
two diplomats, but had 
instead asked the Iranian 
government to recall them in 
order to avoid damaging ties 
between Ankara and Tehran. 




Islamic Action Fropt 
condemns massacre 
at Egyptian church 


visits 


k nr Prim 



SADDAM VISITS INDUSTRY COMMISSION: Iraqi President Saddam Hus- 
sein meets with the head of the Military Industry Commission, Dhaif Abdul 
Majeed Ahmad, on Monday. The two mar discussed plans to build a base of civil 
industries in Iraq (Reutersphoto) 


Lebanese Shiite leader calls for truce 
between Islamists and Arab regimes 


CAIRO (Agencies) — A Lebanese Shiite 
Muslim leader called Monday for a truce 
between Islamist groups and Arab govern- 
ments, after talks with Egyptian President 
Hosni Mubarak. 

“We can oppose a government and have dif- 
ferences with it. but that must be limited to 
dialogue. If we disagree with someone, it’s 
not necessary to resort to arms.” Sheikh 
Mohammed Mahdi Shamseddin, president of 
the Superior Shiite Council in Lebanon, told 
journalists in Cairo. 

The council is the highest Shiite authority in 
Lebanon. 

When asked about militant groups in Arab 
countries, the sheikh called for a "truce in the 
Arab and Muslim World between government 
and political groups.” 

Such militant groups “are illegitimate from 
the viewpoint of Muslim doctrine." he said. 

Egypt, which is predominantly Sunni Mus- 
lim, and Algeria are the two main Arab coun- 
tries with militant violence. 

Nearly 1.150 people have been killed in 
Egypt since militants launched an anti-gov- 
ernment campaign in March 1992, and in 
Algeria, there have been tens of thousands of 
casualties of militant violence. 

The sheikh said he and Mr. Mubarak also 
discussed “matters related to the Israeli-Arab 
conflict and how -to strengthen .solidarity and 
resistance in the Arab World ” 


Sheikh Shamseddin ’s visit, the first to 
Egypt, was in response to an invitation by 
Egyptian religious Affairs Minister Mahmoud 
Zaqzuq, who has denounced the “minority 
which has begun spreading Shiite thought in 
Egypt-” 

The Lebanese religious leader called in 
November for the Egyptian authorities to stop 
what he called the “slander” against Shiites in 
EgypL 

In October, 56 Egyptian Shiites suspected of 
membership of an uoderground group linked 
to Iran were arrested and accused of planning 
“to spread Shiite thinking in order to divide 
the Muslim Nation.” 

Sheikh Shamseddin’s visit came a day after 
Egyptian police freed a preacher. Sheikh Has- 
san Shahata. who had been accused of propa- 
gating Shiite theology and encouraging Egyp- 
tians to convert. 

Ninety per cent of Egypt’s 60 million people 
are Muslims and the rest are Christians. Shiites 
are a majority in Iran and Iraq but are minori- 
ties in most Arab countries, including Egypt. 

The Shiite faith is not banned in Egypt, but 
trying to convert Sunni Muslims to other faiths 
is outlawed. 

It was unclear whether the Lebanon cleric's 
visit prompted Sheikh Shahata’s release. 

Following his meeting with Mr. Mubarak, 

; .$beikh Shamseddine made no mention of. 
Sheikh Shahata. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The 
Islamic Action Front (IAF) 
patty on Monday con- 
demned a recent attack on 
a Coptic church in Upper 
Egypt in which nine 
Christian students were 
killed. 

The IAF also praised the 
head of the Coptic church 
for his stand with regard to 
the Palestinian question 
and Jerusalem. 

‘The IAF highly appreci- 
ates your honourable role 
vis-a-vis the Palestinian 
problem and your strong 
opposition to Israel's 
attempts to Judaise the 
Holy City of Jerusalem and 
penetrate the Arab World 
politically, culturally and 
economically," said the 
IAF in a message addressed 
to Pope Shenouda, head of 
the Coptic Church. 

“While commending 
your efforts and your hon- 
ourable role, we would 
like to express our regret 
over the fall of innocent 
people killed in an attack 
on Feb. 12 near a church in 


Abu Qurqas town. We con, 
demn all attacks on 
cent people and their pn^. : 
erty and rights.” 
sage said, ”■ 

Several men with auto- 
matic weapons fired on a 
group of Coptic Students 
taking a religious lesson in 
Abu Qurqas, kilKpg 
of them and wdonding 
another five, according to 
reports. 

The attack by suspected 
militants sparked condem- 
nation From groups across 
the political spectrum in 
Egypt 

The IAF message to Pope 
Shenouda said: 

“We would like to reaf- 
firm to you that this is^* 
condemned act and 4fc> 
cannot rule out the possibil- 
ity that foreign agents were 
behind the attack to cause 
divisions and splits in 
Egypt." 

“Such criminal actions 
are alien to our religion 
which respects the faith and 
rights of all people,” it 
added. 


Iran says two Bahais 
were spies for Israel 


Cyprus looks for more ancient treasures from the grandeur of its past 


POLITIKO, CYPRUS (R.) 
— Nestled on a sunny pine- 
grown slope in the foothills of 
snow-capped mountains, 
Politiko bears little evidence 
of the grandeur of centuries 
past in Cyprus. 

But first impressions can be 
misleading- 

“ Wherever we dig we will 
find antiquities.” quipped a 
resident of the village of 500 
inhabitants lying just south- 
west of Cyprus capital 
Nicosia. 

“h is very common. The 
whole village is built on 
ruins.” 

Politiko ‘s claim to fame is 
(hut it was once called Ta mas- 
ses. one of Cyprus's 1 1 city- 
kingdoms famous for its cop- 
per smelting workshops. 

With a history dating back 
to at least 1 200 B.C., Tamas- 
sos flourished on the riches 
that copper brought to the 


island, selling it to the outside 
world with Idalion. another 
kingdom in central Cyprus 
and using Kition, the modern- 
day south coastal town of Lar- 
naca, to ship it to neighbour- 
ing countries. 

Tamassos’ richness in cop- 
per was mentioned by the 
Greek epic poet Homer in his 
famous Odyssey. Then it was 
known as Temese. 

Today two ancient royal 
tombs dating from 6 B.C., the 
abandoned altar of a sanctu- 
ary to Aphrodite and nonde- 
script rock formations are all 
that remains, uncovered by 
relentless excavations that 
foreign teams started last cen- 
tury'. 

A third tomb was excavated 
so badly that it was destroyed. 

New discoveries at the site 
by accident in January have 
spurred local archaeologists 
to take a closer look at Tamas- 


sos and its history. 

The discovery of six statues 
— four lions and two sphinx- 
es — prompted debate that 
more aichaelogical treasures 
are waiting to be uncovered 
after centuries in the white 
chalky earth. New excava- 
tions start 

“We went there just to 
repair the walls and the roofs 
of the tombs and we found the 
statues accidentally." said 
Demos Christou, director of 
the Cyprus department of 
antiquities. 

All six statues, made of 
Cypriot limestone and in 
immaculate condition, were 
found together one metre 
below the surface adjacent to 
the wall of one of the royal 
tombs at Tamassos. 

Earlier this week labourers 
were busy building a concrete 
ridge next to the snow-cov- 
ered timber entrance of one of 


the tombs. Rainwater had 
seeped into the tomb, a square 
chamber with an arched roof 
made of yellow limestone 
slabs, through a damaged 
wall. 

The second royal tomb, 
about 30 metres away, is more 
elaborate with stone carvings 
at its entrance and a longer 
corridor before the burial 
chamber. The rectangular cof- 
fin made of stone is eerily vis- 
ible through artificial lighting 
above its tiny entrance. 

In archaeological terms, 
royal tombs do not necessari- 
ly mean they were the burial 
places for kings, Mr. Christou 
said. 

“They probably belonged to 
some local administrator or a 
very important person.” he 
said, refeuing to another site 
dotted with royal tombs in 
Paphos, capital of Cyprus in 
antiquity on the Island's west- 


ern coast. 

"Kings ceased to exist in 
Cyprus at the end of the 4th 
century B.C. so the combs 
could not have belonged to 
royalty,” said Mr. Christou. 
“probably the same thing hap- 
pened in tamassos because in 
the 6rb century Cyprus was 
under Egyptian influence.” 

The statues, not unusual in 
design but in unusually good 
condition, are believed to date 
from 6 B.C. 

The presence of the sphinx- 
es allows archaeologists to 
narrow their creation down to 
years, not centuries. Similar 
to sphinxes in many Egyptian 
museums, Cyprus was under 
the domination of its neigh- 
bouring country between 545- 
565 B.C. 

Cyprus later came under the 
Hellenistic state of the 
ptolemies of Egypt from 325- 
58 B.C.. 


“Usually these statues deco- 
rate tombs,” Mr. Christou 
explained. “Lions and sphinx- 
es are the tomb guards so we 
do not exclude the possibility 
of discovering another tomb, 
or something else in the area. 
We should know soon.” 
Similar discoveries have 
been found ar Tamassos in the 
past, but never in such good 
condition or grouped together. 

“There were tourists here 
when the statues were found 
and their eyes nearly popped 
out of their heads when they 
saw what we had found,” a 
guard on the site chuckled. 

“We haven’t seen anything 
like this for years,” he added. 

After a period of study and 
restoration the statues will be 
placed in the Cyprus muse- 
um, where exhibits of 
Cyprus’s rich cultural her- 
itage are displayed. 


TEHRAN (R) — Iran has 
denied that its courts sen- 
tenced two men to death 
because they followed the 
bahai faith, describing 
Washington’s version of the 
case as “utterly fabricated 
and spiteful.” 

The official news agency 
IRNA quoted the head of 
Iran’s Islamic Revolutionary 
courts, Gholam Hoseyn 
Rahbaipour. as saying the 
two men were convicted of 
spying for Israel. 

“No one in Iran will be 
prosecuted or punished for 
having a specific ideology 
or view,” Mr. Rahbaipour 
said in the IRNA repon late 
, .0D;$.unday. _ >i; 

The U.S. State Depart^ 
ment last month condemned 
a decision by Iran’s supreme 
court to uphold death sen- 
tences on two members of 
the Bahai faith and urged 
Tehran to release them. 

Mr. Rahbarpour said: “The 
two that were sentenced to 
death were Musa Talebi and 
Zabibollah Mahrami. They 
were involved in espionage 
activities in the interests of 
Zionist aggressors. They 
were arrested while spying 
and were sentenced to 
death.” 

He said Iran’s supreme 
court upheld the verdict, but 
Talebi was later pardoned. 
He gave no further details 
and it was not clear whether 
Mahrami had been execut- 
ed. 

Bahais in the United 
States say more than 200 
members of their faith have 
been executed in Iran for 
their religious beliefs since 
the Islamic revolution of 
1979. 

The Bahai faith, an off- 
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661757. 

Terra Suncta Church Tel. 

Anglican Church Tel. 652826. 
Armenian Catholic Church 
Tel. 771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church 
Tel. 775261. 

SL Epliraim Church Tel. 
771751. 

Amman International Church 

Tel. 652526 

Evangelical Lutheran Church 

Tel. 824328. 

German-speaking Evangelical 
Congregation Tel. S45457 
The Latter-Day Saints Tel. 
654931 

Church of Nazarene Tel. 
675691. 

The Evangelical Local Church 
in Amman TeL 8 1 1295 

English -sp eaking 

Latin Catholics Parish TeL 

614190. 


cloudy and winds northwesierly- 
moderute. In Aqaba, winds will 
be northerly moderate and seas 
calm. 


Amman -.04/11 

Aqaba -10/20 

Deserts -03/13 

Jordan Valley — 09/19 


Yesterday’s high temperatures: 
Amman 10, Aqaba 19 Humid- 
ity readings: Amman 90 per 
cenL Aqaba 49 percent. 


CHURCHES 

St Marv of Nazareth Church 
SwrifieK Tel. 810740 
Assemblies of God Church 

TeL 632785. 

St Joseph Church Tel. 624590 
Church of the Annunciation 
Tel. 637440. 

De la Salle Church Tel. 


WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Depart- 
ment ef Meteorology 
Cold and cloudy to partly cloudy 
weather conditions will prevail 
with a chance of scattered rain- 
fall and winds westerly active. 
On Wednesday, there will be a 
gradual rise in temperatures but 
remaining slighdy below aver- 
age. It will be sunny to paitly- 


USEFUL 
TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 
NIGHT DUTY 
AMMAN: 

DcFavezAIDabbas - 759155 

Dr. AdnanZaghtoul — .898140 

Dr Mazen AlNbaD 830435 

Dr. FakherBUbda 5522233 

Ferdows pharmacy — 778336 
A1 Asema pharmacy ....637055 
A1 Salam pharmacy — 636730 
Yacoub pharmacy — 644945 
Shmdsani pharmacy -.637660 
Nairoukfa pharmacy -.623672 

Najib pharmacy _..847632- 

IRBID: 

Dr. Mazen Abu Baker 276852 

A1 Quds pharmacy 1 — ) 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Mazen AlSafarini 985832 
Khalifeh pharmacy .—.985417 


EMERGENCIES 
Food Control Centre ...63711 1 

Civil Defence Dept 661 1 1 1 

Civil Defence Immediate Res- 
cue 630341 

Civil Defence Emergency ..199 
Rescue Police 192. 621111. 
637777 

Fire Brigade .617101 

Blood Bank .. 775121 

Highway Police .843402 

Traffic Police S96390 

Publk Security Department 

-.630321 

Hold Complaints .605800 

Price Complaints 661 176 

Water and Sewerage Com- 
plaints 897467 

Amman Municipality Com- 
plaints .787111 

Telephone Information (direc- 
tory assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Reparis — 623101 

Abdali Telephone Repairs 
661101 

Jordan Television 773 1 1 1 

Radio Jordan ............7741 1 1 

Water Authority 6801 00 

Jordan Electricity Authority 

815615 

Electric Power Company 
636381 

RJ Flight Information 
0S53200 

Queen Alia IntL Airport OS- 


HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 
813813/32 

Khatidi Maternity 644281/6 

AkBeh Maternity 642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity 

642362 

Malhas, J. Amman .636140 

Palestine, Shmdsani —60707 1 

Shmeisani Hospital 669131 

University Hospital ..—845845 
AI-Muasher Hospital 667227/9 
The Islamic, Abdali 666126/37 

Al-Ahli, Abdali 664164/6 

Italian, ALMuhqjreen 77710L/3 

Ai- Bashir 775111/26 

Army, Marka —891611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital 

602240/50 

Amal Hospital 674 1 55 

The Arab Centre for Heart 

and Special Surgery 865 1 99 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital (09)983323 
Zarqa National Hospital 

(09)900560 

Lbn Sina Hospital ..(09)986732 
At Hflanfl Modem Hospital 

(09)990990 

IRBID: 

Princess Basma Hospital 

(02)275555 

Greek Catholic Hospital 

(02)272275 


lbn Ai Nafees Hospital 

-.(02)247100 

FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 
AIRPORT 
ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

07:15 Sanaa (RJ) 

07:25 — Damascus (RJ) 

<Hfc25 Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

09 JO — _Aqaba (add) (RJ) 

10:05 - .Muscat. Dubai (RJ) 

ite® 5 - - — Beirut (RJ) 

10:15 Doha, Bahrain (RJ) 

15:55 — - London (RJ) 

16:20 — .Cairo (RJ) 

16:35 -Frankfurt (RJ) 

17:15 Chicago, Amsterdam (RJ) 


08:30 Amsterdam, New York (RJ) 
11:05 Amsterdam, Montreal. 
Toronto (RJ) 

11:15 Vienna, Brussels (RJ) 

12:00 Geneva. Madrid (RJ) 

....Paris (RJ) 

— London (RJ) 

12:15 — - .Cairo (RJj 

12:30 .Frankfurt (RJ) 

— LamacafRJ) 

29*30 - Jeddah (RJ) 

- Damascus (RJ) 

21:00 .-Abu Dhabi, Dubai (RJ) 
22;00 Kuala Lumpur; Singapore (RJ) 


Monday 

Arr. Damascus 5:00 pan. every 1 
Monday 

Dep. Damascus 7 JO an. 
every Sunday 

Am Amman 5:00 pan. every 
Sunday 


Other Flights 

05:05 London (KJ) 

^'•30 Kiev (6(j) 

14:05. — —i — Munich (YP) 

16; 30 — -Rome (AZ) 

18:15 Dubai, Damascus (EK) 

20:10 -Beirut (ME) 

20:30 — Cairo (MS) 

21:40 Tel Aviv (LY) 

23:40 ^.-Amsterdam (KL) 

23:59 -AdenflY) 

00:55 - -Bucharest iRQ) 


Other flights 

- London (KJ) 

rrrr London (BA) 

Kiev (6U) 

15 ■ - ‘Munich (YP) 

- *"*<**> 

££ 

-Tel Aviv (LY) 

W.40 Damascus. .Amsterdam 

I ISL) 


J}2- -AdemlY) 

-Bucharest, RO) 

Beirut (ME) 


17:45 .Tel Aviv (RW) 


DEPARTURES 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 
06-JO -...Beirut (RJ) 




Royal WngsTOV, ^ 
I7 :„ - --AqabaiRWl 

- 30 Aqaba <R\y, 

mjAz railway train 

Dep. Amman 8:00 aju. nan- 


MARKET PRICES 

Uppcnflowcr price in fils per k& 

Apple. 700500 

Banana 600/600 

Banana (imported) .980/800 

Cabbage —.lOCM 

.210/1# 

Cauliflower. 290/150 

Cucumber ( large) 186 / 100 : 

Cucumber (small) 26W& 

Eggplant. J 3 &M 

Fuva beans ION# 

Gar Hc 11 sawfe 

Grape firuit 

Marrow ikiige) 300® 

Marrow (small) 4500# 

Onion i green) .2101® 
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shoot of Islam, originated in 
Iran 150 years ago. It claims 
six million members world- 
wide. including 3,500 in 
Iran where it is officially 
considered “a misleading 
and wayward sect." 

The State Department said 
the supreme court upheld 
death sentences passed on 
Talibi and Mahrami, wfc. 
were convicted separately 
last year of “apostasy”, a 
term used in Iran to denote 
abandoning Islam. 

The United States had 
already appealed on behalf 
of the men when their origi- 
nal sentences were passed. 

Iran vows Hajj rally 

Iran meanwhile vowed 
that its pilgrims would defy 
a Saudi ban and hold a rally 
to denounce the U.S. and 
Israel at the Hajj pilgrimage 
in Saudi .Arabia in April. 

State-run Tehran radio 
quoted Iran’s Hajj supervi- 
sor Mohammad Reyshahri 
as saying: “the disavowal of 
infidels is the high point of 
the social goals of Hajj... We 
should try with all em- 
power to perform the true 
Hajj as revealed to us by the 
late imam (Ayatollah 
Ruhollah Khomeini).” 

He was referring to tT 
rally which Iran says shouSF’ 
be held as part of the annual 
pilgrimage to denounce the 
enemies of Islam. 

Saudi Arabia has issued a 
strong warning agaist politi- 
cal rallies at the pilgrimage. 

Saudi security forces 
dashed in 1987 with 
demonstrators in an Iranian- 
led rally in the streets of 
Mecca, killing about 400 
people, mainly Iranians. 
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Masri testifies in case of journalists 
accused of lese majeste 


Hr al «. » 

i I'" 1 ' 

1,1 

,v 'l"'ru <>ii 
■Minn ,,^1 

'■'nnunjfc, 1 

„ : Su ; h ‘% 5 - 
; il,cn wi 1 


AMMAN (Petra) — His Majesty King Hus- 
sein, accompanied by Their Royal High- 
nesses Crown Prince Hassan and Prince 
Abdullah, Special Operations commander, 
Monday called on army headquarters, 
where they were received by Chairman of 
the Joint Chiefs of Staff Field Marshal 
Abdel Hafiz Marei Kaabneh and other 
senior military officers. 

King Hussein met with Field Marshal 
Kaabneh, and the two discussed issues of 
concern to the armed forces. 

The King also was briefed on the duties of 
the Badia and Border Police. 

Earlier Monday, Crown Prince Hassan 


met a U.S. militaiy delegation at the 
Armed Forces Headquarters. 

The meeting was attended by Field Mar- 
shal Abdel Hafiz Marei Kaabneh and other 
senior officers. 

The two sides discussed U-S. -Jordan rela- 
tions and the Middle East peace process. 

Also Monday, Prime Minister and Minis- 
ter of Defence Abdul Karim Kabariti 
received the U.S. delegation at his office to 
discuss the peace process and the Jordanian 
role therein. 

Attending the meeting were Minister of 
State Mohammad Odeh Njadat and U.S. 
Ambassador to Jordan Wesley Egan. 


Japan to donate $88,000 to construct 
institute for the disabled in Salt 
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AMMAN (J.T.) — The gov- 
ernment of Japan will donate 
588,276 to the Holy Land 
Institute for the Deaf for the 
construction of a Salt Train- 
ing and Resource Institute for 
Disability, an Embassy of 
Japan statement said Mon- 
day. 

A grant contract to this 
effect was signed between Br. 
Andrew L. De Carpentier 
CLD.C., Director of the Holy 
Land Institute for the Deaf 
and Ambassador to Japan 
Takayuki Kimura in Amman 
on Feb. 24. 

The Holy Land Institute for 
the Deaf (HUD) has been 
contributing to the education 
and vocational training for 
tbe disabled, especially for 
hearing-impaired children 
since its establishment in 


1 964. the statement said. 

HLID plans to establish a 
new institute in order to 
develop and expand its activ- 
ities. teachers and work 
capacities. 

The Japanese donation will 
be used for the renovation of 
the historical Evangelical 
Hospital, located in the mid- 
dle of Salt, which will be 
used as a central facility of 
the institute. 

The hospital was construct- 
ed. utilising the traditional 
yellow bricks of Salt, hardly 
found in present-day Jordan. 
The Japanese assistance is 
expected to contribute not 
only to providing facilities to 
the institute, but also to con- 
serving the historic architec- 
ture of Jordan. 

This grant is provided with- 


in the framework of the 
Japanese Grant Assistance 
for Grass-roots Projects 
(GAGP), the statement said. 

GAGP has been extended 
mainly to non-govemmental 
organisations (NGOs), 
research institutes, hospitals 
and local governments, with 
emphasis in such areas as pri- 
mary health care, poverty 
relief, basic job training, 
women in development, 
environment, primary educa- 
tion and assistance for the 
disabled. 

Through GAGP, Japan has 
so far donated 51.644,998 to 
Jordan since 1993. 

GAGP grants to Jordan for 
the 1996 fiscal year, ending 
in March 1997 is expected to 
reach $700,000, the state- 
ment said. 


By Rana Husseini 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Former Prime 
Minister and Deputy Taher 
Masri, testifying in die case 
of two journalists accused 
of lese majeste, Monday 
told the State Security 
Court that an article written 
by Nahed Hattar did not 
include any material slan- 
dering His Majesty King 
Hussein. 

“The article that Mr. Hat- 
tar wrote concerned myself 
and 1 did not find anything 
therein written about King 
Hussein.” Mr. Masri, one of 
five witnesses subpoenaed 
by the defence team, said. 

Mr. Masri, 55, was refer- 
ring to an article which Mr. 
Hattar wrote regarding him, 
published in a weekly 
tabloid on OcL 5. 1995. 

The article is one of many 
news items, written and 
published by Mr. Hattar, 
which the prosecution is 
charging slandered the 
King. 

Mr. Hattar, 37. is accused 
of distributing articles 
which slandered both the 
King and HRH Crown 
Prince Hassan, while 
Abdullah Abu Ruraan, 23. 
is accused of verbal slander. 

Former Minister of Infor- 
mation Ibrahim Izzidin 
took the witness stand and 
said that the role of the 
Ministry of Information is 
“to organise and not to 
supervise the press.” 

He added that the Press 
and Publications Depart- 
ment is responsible for 


organising the press and 
issuing licences in accor- 
dance with the law. 

When asked by Defence 
Anomey Faisal Bataineh as 
to whether Mr. Izzidin had 
read Mr. H attar's articles 
and, if he had, the conclu- 
sion he drew from them, the 
former minister answered 
in the affinnative. 

“I did read most of Mr. 
Hattar ’s articles and there is 
an obvious criticism of the 
government and some insti- 
tutes. The writer also offers 
solutions for these stated 
problems in bis article,” 
Mr. Izzidin said. 

Also testifying for the 
defence was Deputy Toujan 
Faisal who is also a colum- 
nist for the weeklies Shi- 
han. A1 Bilad, and AI 
Hayat. 

She testified to reading 
most of the published arti- 
cles in question. 

In response to a question 
posed by Mr. Bataineh con- 
cerning the newspapers’ 
editors’ stand on articles 
considered slanderous to 
the King. Ms. Faisal 
affirmed that the editors 
would prevent such articles 
from being published. 

“If these editors felt that 
an article could be consid- 
ered or interpreted as slan- 
derous to the King it would 
not be published.” she said. 

Chief Editor of Al Hadath 
Weekly Nidal Man sour 
attested that his newspaper 
always abided by the Press 
and Publications Law. 

* 4 I read all articles before 
the paper is published, and 


if I saw anything that could 
violate the law 1 would take 
necessary action.” he told 
the court. 

When asked by the mili- 
tary prosecution as to 
whether he read Mr. Hat- 
tar’s column “Who is the 
Jordanian?” previous to its 
publication in the newspa- 
per, he confirmed reading it 
before it was published. 

Also during the court ses- 
sion, the military prosecu- 
tor questioned both defen- 
dants in regards to written 
testimonies which they pre- 
sented to the court last 
week. 

Both defendants restated 
during Monday's court ses- 
sion that they did not slan- 
der the King either in their 
published or draft articles. 

Tbe two men had pleaded 
not guilty to charges last 
week. 

They could also face trial 
at a civil court on charges 
of propagating material 
which harms national unity 
and relations between Jor- 
dan and Palestine, sows 
sectarianism and elhnicism, 
instigates violence, terror 
and hatred, and undermines 
national unity. 

The defence team asked 
the court for time to sub- 
poena five additional wit- 
nesses to testify in the case. 

The court tribunal, head- 
ed by Justices Yousef 
Faouri, Na’el Massadeh 
and Ahmad Ayash agreed 
and postponed the case 
until March 3. 


Exhibition of children’s artwork opened CDD team retrieves bodies of two children 


By Nadia Mukhlis 

Special to the Jordan Times 


- AMMAN — The Polish 
.m\ .!pi*ah r em bassy and the Goethe 
men ultt;. institute yesterday jointly 
wnii-nav «t opened an exhibition linked 
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main subjects, the first 
being “my dream world,” 
and the second, “the coun- 
try of my parents.” 

The age of the children 
participating ranged 

between 4 -18 years. 

Seven people judged the 
children's work of whom 


• playing more than 100 chil-’^' two afe'Jordaiiian ahists 
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dren’s pictures. 

The stated purpose of the 
contest is to enable children 
to demonstrate their abili- 
ties and create an artistic 
atmosphere, while empha- 
sising the importance of art 
in our lives, a Goethe Insti- 
tute official said. 

The contest covered two 


Chairman Fouad Mimi and 
Ibrahim Shalaby. who rep- 
resented the Ministry of 
Culture. 

The other judges were 
Wafa’ a Qsous, Director of 
the Goethe Institute Dieter 
Glade. Delegate of the Jor- 
dan! an-Polish Friendship 
Association Mohammed 


Baderkharu member of the 
Polish Women’s’ Club EIz- 
bieta Attun and spouse of 
the Polish Chargfi d’Af- 
faires Krystyna Rekas. 

The judges chose 22 
works as the contest win- 
ners. " ■■ r ■ 1 

AD contestants received 
prizes for participation and 
special diplomas were 
awarded to the winners of 
the first, second and third 
places in the four age cate- 
gories. 

The exhibition opened 
yesterday and will continue 
until the third of March. 


AMMAN (Petra) — A 
Civil Defence Department 
(CDD) team in Amman 
Monday retrieved the bod- 
ies of two children report- 
ed to have drowned Sun- 
day near Jweideh some 20 
kilometres south of 
Amman, a CDD official 
said." 

Faten Abdul Munem, 12, 
and her brother Kamal,4, 
were reported missing 


Sunday. 

Meanwhile. CDD teams 
continued their search for a 
10-year-old-girl who was 
believed to have acciden- 
tally fallen into a man hole 
and was swept away in 
Sunday’s torrential rains. 

The search for Maha 
Fawzi Khader Was bei ng 1 
conducted over a 10-kilo- 
metre stretch of under- and 
above-ground waterways 


from the Seventh Circle to 
the Wadi Abdoun district. 

If she is not found, the 
official said, the CDD 
fears that she might have 
been carried away towards 
the Zarqa River. 

The child was on her way 
to school near the Seventh 
Circle when she fell and 
was swept away by a tor- 
rent of water, reports said. 


JTA cements 1997 schedule of events 


Frangoise LeGolvan to perform at RCC tonight 
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By Jean-Oaode Elias 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Tonight, the 
Royal Cultural Centre 
(RCQ promises to host a 
particularly entertaining 
evening for all those who 
love original, genuine 
French songs. 

The Centre Cultural et de 
Cooperation Linguistique 
(CCCL) in Amman and the 
Association des Diplomes 
de France (association of 
the students who graduated 
from France) have invited 
Franfoise LeGolvan to per- 
form in Jordan. 

Ms. LeGolvan gave a 
taste of things to come to a 
small group of spectators 
who went to see her sing 
and act at the CCCL last 
Sunday. Using what can be 
described as a very original 
show-lecture-conference 


formula, she fascinated her 
audience with her presence, 
her wit and her very real 
talent She traced the roots 
of the popular French cafe- 
concert back to the middle 
of the nineteenth century. 
Starting with Teresa, fol- 
lowed by Yvette Guilbert 
Marie Dubas, Mistinguett, 
Arletty and finally by tbe 
celebrated Edith Piaf, she 
illustrated the fine lineage 
of the stars of the genre 
with exquisite songs and 
short sketches. Ms. 
LeGolvan is obviously as 
good an actor as she is a 
singer. Moving seamlessly, 
effortlessly from narrative 
explanation to dynamic 
performance she put up the 
finest, most professional 
show. The most difficult 
thing when one watches 
Ms. LeGolvan is to think 
of something else — 


impossible, she captivates 
her audience. 

Her career started ten 
years ago when she moved 
from her native Bretagne to 
Paris. She has since won 
not only the prestigious 
Jacques Brel Award, but 
even more importantly, the 
sincere respect of her col- 
leagues in show business. 
The concert that is to take 
place on Tuesday at the 
RCC will see her interpret- 
ing songs spanning more 
than a century of French 
“hits” including some tides 
that have become world 
standards, such as “La Vie 
En Rose” of Edith Piaf. 

Ms. LeGolvan continues 
a tradition of art which 
relies on live acting and 
ringing skills, from times 
when recording, micro- 
phones and amplifications 
were totally unknown. 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 
Jordan Trade Association 
(JTA) Monday affirmed 
that it has cemented plans 
for this year’s activities, 
which include organising 
or participating in various 
international trade exhibi- 
tions with the intention of 
opening new markets for 
Jordanian products. 

JTA Director General 
Halim Abu Rahmeh main- 
tained that, in the second 
half of 1997, the association 
will organise Jordanian 
industrial exhibitions in 
Yemen. Sudan and Lithua- 
nia and will also take pan 
in exhibitions in Lebanon, 
South Africa and Nairobi. 

During 1997, he added. 


the JTA will organise visits 
by Jordanian entrepreneurs 
to the Palestinian self-rule 
areas and Iraq with the aim 
of removing barriers 
obstructing exports of Jor- 
danian products to the two 
countries, Mr. Abu Rahmeh 
said. 

He added that the Iraqi 
market, Jordan's largest, 
has a great demand for Jor- 
danian industrial products. 

Mr. Abu Rahmeh main- 
tained that the JTA is main- 
taining consultations with 
the Jordan Exports and 
Development Commercial 
Centres Corporation 
(JEDCO.) as well as the 
Amman Chambers of 
Industry and Trade for par- 


ticipation in other exhibits. 

To further highlight and 
promote sales of Jordanian 
products, this year the JTA 
is holding a series of semi- 
nars and meetings with 
government officials and 
decision-makers in the pri- 
vate and public sectors to 
discuss economic develop- 
ments and will enter such 
information into the Inter- 
net later this year. 

The JTA groups 100 
members representing 
industrial and service firms 
and has been providing 
information to Jordanian 
exporters regarding Euro- 
pean and American mar- 
kets. 


WACA holds first meeting in Amman 
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AMMAN (J.T.) — The 
newly-elected executive 
committee of the World 
Airlines Clubs Association 
(WACA), grouping 86 
interline clubs worldwide, 
held its first meeting here 
early this week. 

Amman was chosen as 
the venue for the two-day 
meeting following the 
recent election of Arab 
Wings’ Managing Director 
Ramzi Shuwayhat as 
WACA’s 1 1 -member exec- 
utive committee president. 

Speaking at the closing 
ceremony on Saturday, Mr. 
Shuwayhat maintained that 
the meeting focused on 
“ways which WACA mem- 
bers can improve the per- 
formance of both their 
national carriers and the 
airline industry as a 
whole.” 

“WACA gathers the mid- 
dle management of air- 
lines, the sales people and 
all others who are in direct 
contact with the public,” 


the new WACA president 
said, adding that WACA is 
a non-profit organisation 
“aimed at establishing 
channels through which its 
members cannot only 
exchange ideas and experi- 
ences, but also create a bet- 
ter understanding among 
people of different cul- 
tures, history and reli- 
gions.” 

This week's was the sec- 
ond WACA meeting held in 
Amman. In October 1995, 
the Jordan Interline Club, 
established in 1985, hosted 
WACA’s 28th Annual Gen- 
eral Assembly held under 
the patronage of HRH 
Crown Prince Hassan. Mr. 
Shuwayhat recalled. 

He also said that the over 
100 delegates taking part in 
this week's meeting met 
with officials from the min- 
istries of tourism and trans- 
port, as well as high-rank- 
ing officials from the Royal 
Air Force. 

Established in 1966 in 


Cannes. WACA has devel- 
oped an economic pro- 
gramme including airline 
and hotel cooperation 
workshops, airline business 
courses for high school 
graduates and industry 
speaker programmes, said 
WACA’s Vice President for 
Public Relations Poppy 
Shiakalli. 

Aside from economic 
programmes. WACA also 
participates and supports 
world social programmes 
and initiatives such os the 
International Years of the 
Child, the Disabled and the 
Elderly, and the Special 
Olympics. Ms. Shiakalli 
said. 

Also, the association has 
promoted many activities 
in support of the Save the 
Children Fund and has con- 
tributed to charity- pro- 
grammes to aid civil popu- 
lations struck by earth- 
quakes. Ms. Shiakalli 
added. 
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Kabariti meets with 
Sudanese minister 


AMMAN (Petra) — Prime 
Minister Abdul Karim 
Kabariti Monday told visit- 
ing Sudanese Minister of 
Agriculture Nafe’ Ali that 
Jordan supports mediation 
efforts by United Arab 
Emirates (UAE) President 
Sheikh Zayed Ben Sultan 
Al Nahyan to end the con- 
flict between the Khartoum 
government and the rebels 
in southern Sudan. 

Mr. Kabariti said the 
Kingdom was ready to pro- 
vide support for Sheikh 
Zayed ’s efforts and also 
help the Sudanese people 
halt foreign intervention in 
their internal affairs. 

He said that Jordan stands 
firm by Sudan in the face of 
foreign intervention and 
aggression aimed to parti- 
tion that country. 


At a meeting, attended by 
Minister of' Agriculture 
Mustafa Shneikut. Mr. 
Kabariti was briefed by the 
Sudanese minister on the 
general situation in his 
country. Mr. Ali stressed 
that Khartoum was capable 
of confronting external 
dangers directed against its 
unity and territorial integri- 
ty- ’ 

Later. Mr. Ali spoke to 
Jordan Telex ision and 
maintained that his country 
appreciated Jordan's stand. 

Describing the current 
situation in Sudjn a* stable. 
Mr. Ali affirmed that the 
Khartoum government has 
mobilised its military and 
political powers to deal 
with any external aggres- 
sion on its territory. 


JSTTA files lawsuit 
against new regulations 


By Tanya Habjouqa 

Special la the Jonhui Time* 

AMMAN — The Jordan 
Society of Tourism and 
Travel Agents (.JSTTA) 
has filed a lawsuit 
demanding the annulment 
of new regulations, issued 
by the Ministry- of 
Tourism and Antiquities, 
for tourist agency licence 
renewals. 

According to Article 8 
of Travel " and Tourism 
Laws, tour agencies 
which fail to renew their 
licences beLween Jan. 1- 
31 must pay a fine 
totalling SOft of the 
licence value. If the agen- 
cies in question still have 
not paid in February, the 
ministry retains the right 
to prohibit that agency 
from practising, to with- 
draw its licence and close 
office as of March 31, 
President of the JSTTA 
Lam’i Haddadin told the 
Jordan Times. 

“Over 200 'travel agents 
are facing hardships with 
these new regulations, 
they may be forced to shut 
down,” he said. 

Last May, the JSTTA 
sued the ministry regard- 
ing these new stipulations 
which, it says, require 
heavy application and 
licence renewal fees as 
well as a starting capital 
of JD50,000. 

The case resulted in the 
JSTTA’s favour. 

“That first coun case 
gave us our rights, that the 
new regulations only 
apply to newly estab- 
lished agencies, but the 
ministry is refusing to see 
it this way," Mr. Haddadin 
asserted. 

According to Mr. Had- 
dadin, a request that the 
ministry send its decision 
to the Office for Interpre- 
tation of Legislation and 
Laws for review was 
turned down. 

The extra expenses 
incurred by travel agents 
will result in a price 
increase for the 
international tourist mar- 
ket, thereby diminishing 
Jordan’s competitive 


edge, ho added. 

“We :ire definitely 
affected by these stipula- 
tions and we do not agree 
[with them | . every year 
we have this problem.” 
Manager of Tyehe Tours 
Hassan Atari said. 

The Ministry of Tourism 
issued these laws without 
studying the tourism mar- 
ket nor analysing the 
results, Mr. Haddadin 
affirmed. 

"Such legislation will 
drive agencies out of the 
market, its benefits are 
limited to only around 50 
companies." he added. 

'Such increases natural- 
ly affect our business and 
are uncalled tor.” Avia 
Tours Commercial Man- 
ager Hanna Petro said 
Sunday. 

The current bank guar- 
antee of the JD25.000 
travel agents must pay is 
another issue the JSTTA is 
battling, .. insisting that 
there is no need for a bank 
guarantee as tourism 
agents already provide 
their own guarantees. 

According to Mr. Had- 
dadin, any travel agent 
who buys airline tickets 
must proffer a bank guar- 
antee to that airline. 

“The ministry cannot 
withdraw the bimk guar- 
antee without a court 
authority, the current laws 
will result in a JD5 mil- 
lion reserve in the banks 
that benefits neither the 
government nor tourism." 
he stated. 

If some travel agents are 
causing problems, there 
should be enacted strict 
regulations, not simply 
bank guarantees. the 
JSTTA maintained. 

"If the Ministry of 
Tourism will not come to 
an agreement and 1 50 
offices close, we will 
strike if forced,” conclud- 
ed Mr. Haddadin. 

Attempts to obtain a 
comment on the issue 
from the Ministry of 
Tourism met with no 
response. 


Rainfall replenishes 
Kingdom’s dams 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The Jordan Valley Authority 
(JVA) Monday reported that the rainfall of the past 
five days has replenished the Kingdom’s dams, 
which now contain a combined rotal of 80.5 million 
cubic metres (MCM) of water out of an overall 
capacity of 105.8 MCM. 

King Talal Dam. the nation’s largest, which retains 
a capacity of 75 MCM is now possessed of approx- 
imately 62 MCM of water, the Wadi Shueib Dam 
which has a total capacity of 1.43 MCM is full, the 
Wadi Arab Dam currently holds 13 MCM of water 
out of a capacity of 17 million, the Sharhabil Dam is 
holding 2.4 million MCM of water out of a total 
capacity of 3.9 million, however the Kafrein Dam 
which has a capacity of 8.4 million possesses a mere 
1.7 MCM of water at present, the JVA confirmed. 

The Department of Meteorology Monday forecast 
scattered showers for Tuesday with temperatures 
reaching a maximum of 1 1 degrees Celsius during 
the day and dropping to four at night. 

A department official warned of poor visibility in 
the early morning due to fog. 
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Zaire refuses talks with rebels, 
despite Mandela’s optimism 


Jordan Tunes, Tuesday, February 25,1997 


KINSHASA I AFP) — The 
Zairean government has 
ruled out talks with rebels 
advancing on the key east- 
ern city of Kisangani, des- 
pite a statement by South 
African President Nelson 
Mandela Monday that prog- 
ress had been made towards 
ending the conflict. 

The African states leading 
efforts towards peace in 
Zaire hope to meet Zairean 
President Mobutu Sese Se- 
ko on March 19. Mr. Man- 
dela told journalists in Stel- 
lenbosch. outside Cape 
Town. 

He said “a great deal of 
progress" has been made in 
the multinational efforts to 
end the bloody civil war in 
Africa’s Great Lakes region. 

But efforts which begun 
last week, led by Mr. Man- 
dela and backed by the Uni- 
ted States, to organise a 
meeting in Cape Town bet- 
ween Zaire's government 
and rebels have so far elicit- 
ed only hostility from Zaire. 

The rebels announced Fri- 
day they were suspending 
their advance on Kisaneani 


for attempts by U.S. and 
South African officials to 
broker peace talks, but the 
fall of a government town 
was announced Sunday. 

The efforts in Cape Town 
failed after Kinshasa reject- 
ed negotiations with the 
rebels after representatives 
of both sides had met medi- 
ators separately for talks 
shrouded in secrecy. 

Zairean rebel leader Lau- 
rent-Desire Kabila threat- 
ened Sunday to raze the 
whole country to the ground 
if his arch enemy Mobutu 
did not pursue negotiations. 

Speaking on rebel radio in 
the eastern town of Bukavu. 
Mr. Kabila added he was 
“ready to go to Cape Town 
to meet political leaders of 
the same level." 

The Zairean government, 
which considers the rebel- 
lion as an act of agression 
by its neighbours Rwanda. 
Uganda, and to a lesser deg- 
ree, Burundi, has responded 
that such talks aimed to 
“transform the war of inva- 
sion into a civil war." and 
were an affront to Zaire’s 


internal institutions. 

“For the government, ne- 
gotiating with Mr. Kabila 
would amount to legitimis- 
ing him and to granting him 
a status which he does not 
have,” according to the lat- 
est statement from the Zair- 
ean council of ministers. 

Sources close to Mr. 
Mobutu, speaking from his 
villa in the south of France 
where he has been undergo- 
ing medical tests, following 
his recovery from prostate 
cancer, said Sunday there 
had never been any question 
of sending a diplomat to 
Cape Town for talks, espe- 
cially with Mr. Kabila. 

Mr. Mobutu's special ad- 
visor stayed in Cape Town 
last week, but has denied 
that his presence there was 
linked to talks on the rebel- 
lion. 

“There is no question of 
negotiations at close hand 
or at a distance,” he told Ra- 
dio France Internationale 
(RFT). 

Meanwhile, the Zairean 
Defence Ministry has issued 
statements reiterating that 


Zairean Armed Forces were 
“determined to pursue the 
war” until the enemy was 
wiped qul 

For all the government's 
bellicosity, the fall of Kali- 
ma. some 300 kilometres 
southeast of Kisangani, 
which serves as a base for 
Zairean government forces, 
announced Sunday is being 
seen as a further setback for 
the government 

Fighting broke out in east- 
ern Zaire in October, when 
mainly Tutsi rebels 
launched a campaign that 
has since escalated into an 
offensive to overthrow Mr. 
Mobutu. They claim they 
now control 20 per cent of 
Zaire. 

In rebel-held Bukavu, Mr. 
Kabila said Sunday his for- 
ces had resumed the offen- 
sive towards Kisangani. 

Mr. Kabila said his fight- 
ers were advancing on the 
town of Gbadolite in the 
north, where Mr. Mobutu 
customarily resides when he 
is in Zaire, and were only “a 
few kilometres” from Ki- 
sangani Airport. 




A University student shouts during a riot outside the Kenya secret police building on 
Feb. 24. Hundreds of Nairobi University students took to the streets Monday in a sec- 
ond day of protests at the mysterious death of a student leader. Groups of students 
peacefully marched through the city centre singing solemn songs in memory of 
Solomon Muruli who died in an explosion and fire early Sunday (Reuter photo) 

Kenyan students take to 
streets after leader’s death 


NAIROBI (R) — Hundreds 
of Nairobi University stu- 
dents took to the streets of 
the city Monday in a second 
day of protests at the myste- 
rious death of a student 
leader. 

Witnesses said riot police 
ringed off the main univer- 
sity campus in a bid to fore- 
stall riots which started late 
Sunday, when students 
stoned ears on the city’s 
main highway. 

Groups of students peace- 
fully marched through the 
city centre singing solemn 
songs in memory of Solo- 
mon Muruli. who mysteri- 
ously died in an explosion 
and tire early Sunday. 

“We want justice." the 
students chanted as they 
converged on President 
Daniel Arap Moi’s office. 
National Police Headquar- 
ters and the parliament buil- 
ding. 

Tyres were set ablaze out- 
side the campus on univer- 
sity way. part of the main 
Uli uru Highway dissecting 
the city, but protests were 
mainly peaceful Monday. 

Officials at Nairobi Uni- 
versity. Kenya’s biggest, 
suspended all leaching and 


other campus activities. 

Protests started late Sun- 
day when students closed 
Uhuru Highway to traffic 
for hours by stoning vehi- 
cles. ripping down bill- 
boards and pulling concrete 
flower pots into a sidestreet. 

They said they took to the 
streets after seeing on KTN 
commercial television the 
charred body of Muruli, 
found in his hall of resi- 
dence early Sunday. 

KTN quoted a security 
officer as saying there was 
an explosion in Mural i's 
room followed by a fire. 
There were no other vic- 
tims. 

Murali. a fourth year edu- 
cation student, had said he 
received death threats last 
week. He said he was kid- 
napped by police in No- 
vember after complaining 
about conditions at the uni- 
versity, beaten and dumped 
in a churchyard. 

Police denied Muruli’s 
allegations. Senior police 
officers declined comment 
about the student protests 
Monday or were unavail- 
able when Reuters contact- 
ed national and provincial 
police headquarters. 


One section of Lffiuru 
Highway was closed Mon- 
day morning with motorists 
told to turn back because of 
more trouble. The closure 
led to a major traffic snarl- 
up. 

A police statement made 
no mention of Muruli’s 
death but instead took issue 
with a leading independent 
newspaper, the Daily Na- 
tion. for giving a “mislead- 
ing" account Monday of 
Muruli’s abduction in No- 
vember. 

“As far as we know, this 
matter is still under investi- 
gation and no conclusion 
has been reached,” the 
statement said. 

The student unrest is par- 
ticularly sensitive as Kenya 
goes to presidential and par- 
liamentary elections by 
early 1998. 

In December, President 
Arap Moi sacked Kenya's 
police commissioner after 
two students were fatally 
shot by police during a 
demonstration at Nairobi’s 
Kenyatta University. 

A dozen policemen were 
later charged in a court with 
the deaths at the university. 


Civilians evacuate Karen 
base in southern Burma 


BANGKOK (AFP) — 
Hundreds of civilians on 
Monday started to evacu- 
ate a major rebel head- 
quarters in southern Bur- 
ma. now under increasing 
threat from military junta 
troops, a Karen National 
Union (KNU) official said. 

The ethnic Karen civil- 
ians headed for the Thai 
border to join a buildup Of 
tens of thousands of Ka- 
rens who have already 
taken refuge. 

Speaking from the 
KNU’s Fourth Brigade 
base at Minthamee. some 
four kilometres from 


Thailand, district chair- 
man Kwe Htoo Win said 
about 3.000 people, main- 
ly women and children, 
would be leaving. 

The forces of Burma's 
State Law and Order Res- 
toration Council (SLORC) 
remained poised to attack 
Minthamee from the west 
and the north, about 24 
kilometres away, he said. 

“Most people are leaving 
on foot and a few have 
cars.” he said. “They are 
worried because the 
SLORC troops are close 
but there is no panic.” 

Border sources reported 


that the refugees from the 
KNU‘s Fourth Brigade 
area were being allowed to 
enter into Thailand’s Kan- 
chanaburi province, des- 
pite earlier moves by Thai 
authorities to keep the 
Karens inside Burma. 

Mr. Kwe Htoo Win said 
some KNU forces would 
stay at the base — al- 
though it was expected 
that the rebels would opt 
for guerrilla resistance 
rather than attempt to 
defend a fixed position at 
Minthamee if the SLORC 
forces attacked. 


Vietnam 
supreme 
court judge 
jailed for 
corruption 

HANOI (AFP) — A Hanoi 
court sentenced a people’s 
Supreme Court judge to 
two years in jail for corrup- 
tion, press reports said 
Monday, in one of the 
strongest signs yet of the 
government's determina- 
tion to stamp out graft. 

Bui Van Thara, former 
vice-president of the Civil 
Court of the People’s Sup- 
reme Court (CPS), and a 
judge at the CPS. the high- 
est court in Vietnam, is the 
first member of the judicia- 
ry to be convicted of cor- 
ruption, reports said. 

He was arrested in De- 
cember 1995 after being 
accused of receiving a 
$4,000 bribe during a trial 
in Ho Chi Minh City over a 
property case. 

The woman who paid 
him received a 30-month 
suspended jail sentence. 

Mr. Tham’s sentencing is 
the latest in a wave of cor- 
ruption cases which have 
come to light this year. In 
the most celebrated, four 
officials at state-owned tra- 
ding company tamexco 
were sentenced to death in 
January over the embezzle- 
ment of $40 million in state 
funds. 

The authorities have 
redoubled efforts to stamp 
out government graft at all 
levels since the most recent 
meeting of the National 
Assembly last October, 
where Prime Minister Vo 
Van Kiel lashed out at the 
government for its failure 
to curb corruption. 

“We now need tougher 
measures against embez- 
zlement because previous 
instructions by the govern- 
ment have been ineffec- 
tive." Mr. Kiet told assem- 
bly members. 

Tribunals have since 
clamped down on corrup- 
tion cases as the govern- 
ment grows increasingly 
determined to battle this 
“National Scourge,” re- 
ports said. 

A report released last 
year by the Hong Kong- 
based Political and Econo- 
mic Risk Consultancy 
(PERC) ranked Vietnam as 
one of die most corrupr 
countries in Asia along 
with China. 

Corruption has cost the 
country hundreds of mil- 
lions of dollars and has 
proved a major hindrance 
to the implementation of 
foreign investment pro- 
jects. National Assembly 
Speaker Nong Due Manh 
was quoted as saying re- 
cently. 


Passengers and crew from the Cook Island’s MV Avatapu inter-island trading ship wave to a Royal Ni ei ft ^da* 1 
Air Force (RNZAF) plane in the South Pacific 434 kilometres north-west of Rarotonga after aban ^°"“J8 
burning ship 200 nautical miles from the nearest land Monday. The ship's 25 passengers, who were unharmed after 
a firebroke out in the engine room, drifted 30-hours before a Fijian cargo ship alerted by a commence aircraft 


rescued them (Reuter photo) 


Fijian ship rescues 25 adrift in South Pacific 


WELLINGTON (R) — A 
Fijian ship Monday rescued 
25 passengers who had drif- 
ted for 30 hours in liferafts 
after their ship caught fire in 
the South Pacific, rescue 
officials said. 

New Zealand rescue coor- 
dinators said the 25 passen- 
gers and crew of the MV 
Avatapu, including three 
children, were safely trans- 
ferred to the Fiji-registered 
cargo ship Pacific Explorer 
in the early hours of Mon- 
day. 

“They were still all happy. 


well and in good spirits," 
said Flight Lieutenant Jeoff 
Barraclough of the New 
Zealand Air Force's Rescue 
Coordination Centre. 

He said the Pacific Explo- 
rer was on its way to Raro- 
tonga in the Cook islands and 
should arrive late Tuesday. 

An engine-room fire 
forced the MV Avatapu 's 
25 passengers to abandon 
the 250-tonne inter-island 
trading ship Saturday eve- 
ning. while sailing in the 
Cook Islands group. No one 
was killed in the fire. 


Some 200 nautical miles 
from the nearest land, the 
passengers took to the life- 
boats and sent a distress 
beacon which was picked 
up by satellite and sported 
by a commercial aircraft 
flying over the region. 

A New Zealand Air Force 
Orion aircraft was des- 
patched from Auckland, and 
early Sunday dropped food, 
medical supplies and a radio 
transmitter to the survivors. 

Fit. Ll Barraclough said a 
second Orion arrived at the 
scene around midnight Sun- 


day and acted as a homing 
signal for two ships, the 
Pacific Explorer and the 
Russian container vessel 
Anadyr, which were divert- 
ed to "the scene. 

“After that it was all fairly 
standard. They transferred 
the passengers' onto the Pa- 
cific Explorer, and even re- 
covered the liferafts,” he 
said. He could not confirm 
the nationality of the pas- 
sengers. 

After the rescue, the aban- 
doned vessel was left afloat 
and on fire. 


Berisha looks to new term as Albania foments 




TIRANA (R) — Albanian 
President Sali Berisha. fac- 
ing weeks of protests over 
dubious investment 

schemes, was certain to be 
re-selected by his right- 
wing Democratic Party this 
week to stand for a fresh 
five-year teoh ‘as head pf. 
state. 

Mr. Berisha. a 52-year-old 
former heart surgeon, has to 
seek reelection by parlia- 
ment by mid-March but 
there is little doubt he will 
be returned to power by an 
assembly dominated by 
democrats after last year’s 
disputed general election. 

Despite the certainty, Mr. 
Berisha toured the Balkan 
state of 3.4 million people 
last week in an attempt to 
drum up support following 
anti-government demon- 
strations, many of them vio- 
lent, sparked by the crash of 
Pyramid investment 
schemes in January. 

On Sunday, around 5.000 
marchers staged a noisy but 
peaceful protest in the sou- 
thern port of Vlore for a 
19th day to demand the dis- 


missal of Prime Minister 
AJeksander Meksi's govern- 
ment over its handling of 
the investment scandal. 

The demonstrators rallied 
in front of Vlore University 
to express support for 53 
students 1 in$i,(Je...who. .frjive 
„ beep, op, injnger .strike^ nee 1 
Thursday. 

Thousands of impove- 
rished Albanians lost their 
savings, many of them after 
selling homes and business- 
es to pour cash into the 
schemes offering up to 60 
per cent interest a month. 
Officials estimate $1 to S2 
billion could have been lost 
in the schemes. 

Five of the investment 
scams have collapsed leav- 
ing many savers destitute. 
Thousands of ordinary peo- 
ple have turned their anger 
on Mr. Berisha and Mr. 
Meksi, blaming them for 
failing to regulate the 
schemes or warning inves- 
tors about the potential dan- 
gers of losing their cash. 

The government has re- 
peatedly said there will be 
no reimbursement from the 


state, already burdened by a 
huge deficit. 

Mr. Berisha has told hap- 
less investors they had 
learned a hard lesson from 
the country’s recent emb- 
race of capitalism. The Py- 
ramids used cash from- new 
'fnvesLorsrto‘pay interest as 
high as 60 per cent a month 
to" earlier investors before 
collapsing. 

There was more bad news 
on Sunday for investors in 
one of the collapsed 
schemes. Gjallica, from a 
state commission set up to 
investigate the scandal. 

Commission head Blerim 
Cela told state television 
that it had identified around 
$28 million of Gjallica's 
assets to cover the outstand- 
ing $145 million owed to 
thousands of investors. 

The relatively prosperous 
south has been particularly 
hard hit by the collapse of 
the Pyramid Schemes and 
the region around Vlore in- 
vested heavily in the Gjal- 
lica fund. 

The couple who ran the 
fund have fled Albania but 


they have been charged with 
fraud along with 20 other 
defendants? 

“How can the government 
which was in power during 
the theft be trusted to make 
sure the money is re- 
. turned?" asked protester 
Engjell Dine.- “We're deter- 
mined to keep going.” 

“All of our families in-vest- 
ed in Gjallica and they lost all 
their sarines. It has affected 
the lives of everyone in 
Vlore.” student leader Leo- 
nard Kajtalli told Reuters. 

Addressing a crowd of 
supporters in the northern 
city of Shkoder Saturday, 
Mr. Berisha blamed the 
main opposition Socialist 
Party for exploiting the 
unrest — the worst crisis to 
face Mr. Berisha and the 
democrats since they won 
power in 1992. 

The Socialists changed 
their name from the Cora-' : 
munist Party after Albania 
emerged from 45 years of 
ruthless Stalinist isolation in 
1990 when there were no 
banks, no interest rates and 
no Pyramid schemes. 


Blast in Algeria 
kills at least one 


BOUFARIK. Algeria (AFP) 
— A bomb blast Monday 
killed at least one person, 
reportedly a 1 2-year-old 
boy, and wounded a dozen 
others at a cattle market in 
northern Algeria, witnesses 
said. 

The boy was selling eggs 
at the market, held every 
Monday on a parking lot in 
this town 25 kilometres 
south of Algiers, when the 
blast occurred, witnesses 
said. 

One of those injured was 
in critical condition. 

The bomb, which caused 
only minor material dam- 
age, was apparently hidden 
in a plastic case. 

The attack came as armed 
Algerian extremists vowed 
to step up their campaign 
against the government 
with explosions in the capi- 
tal and in Biida, 50 kilome- 
tres south. Boufarik is lo- 
cated between the two. 

The Armed Islamic 
Group, the most hardline of 
Algeria’s Muslim funda- 
mentalist groups, an- 
nounced a “new phase” in 
its battle against authorities 
in a statement signed by its 
leader, Antar Zouabri. pub- 
lished in the A1 Hayat Arab 
daily in London. 

It "said it would slit the 
throats of “all the apostates 


and their allies in towns and 
villages” and set “explo- 
sions in the veiy heart of 
Algiers and Biida." 

Mr. Boufarik has already 
been the target of attacks by 
militant fundamentalists, 
particularly during this 
year's Muslim holy month 
of Ramadan. The deadliest 
occurred on Sept. 27 of last 
year when a car bomb went 
off in a market, killing 27 
people. 

The last car bomb attack 
to hit Algiers itself came on 
January 21, when a double 
explosion left seven dead 
and more than 50 injured, 
according to official re- 
ports. The press put the 
number killed at 17. 

The new attack came as 
newspapers reported that 18 
civilians had been killed in 
Algeria in a series of attacks 
over the last four days. 

Fundamentalists mounted 
their insurgency against the 
government after the can- 
cellation in January 1992 of 
a second round of elections 
that the now outlawed Is- 
lamic Salvation Front (FIS) 
was poised to win. 

According to the larest 
Western estimates, some 
60,000 people have been 
killed in the violence since 
then. 


Exiled king, citizenship 
restored , to visit Romania 


BUCHAREST <R) — Ro- 
mania’s exiled King Mi- 
chael his citizenship res- 
tored by the counny’s new 
centrist authorities, is to 
visit bis homeland this 
week for the first time since 
a triumphant return five 
years ago. his office said. 

A statement issued Mon- 
day by King Michael’s 
office in the Swiss town of 
Versoix — three days after 
his citizenship was returned 
— said King Michael 
would arrive Friday f or a 
“first stay” of five days in 
Bucharest. 

It gave no indication whe- 
ther King. Michael, forced 
into exile by Communists 
in 1947, would meet Pre- 
sident Emil Constantinescu. 

. But he thanked Ro- 
mania’s new leaders, who 
ousted ex-Communists in 
November elections for 
allowing the visit to take 
place “and re-establishin« 
democracy in our country" 
The anticipation f e j. 
throughout my life has been 
vindicated. 

“I am coming not to take 

tat to give not to divide foil 

heloTh T Comi "g to 
help through my efforts 

combined with yours l0 rid 
Romania of its past mis- 
eries and tragic events ' 
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Reng Xiaoping cremated 


Jordan limes, Tuesday, February 25, 1997 
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1 BEUDIf^O — China cre- 
f. njaicd^^raroount leader 
iDeog Xiapptng Monday af- 
f ter his^soccessor President 
Ijjang^min and the elite of 
1|ihe ruimg Communist Party 
bowetf^wfore the body of 
Vjhe mm who transformed 
gibe natron- 

m Mt^Beng had lain in state 
t^urromgjed by flowers and 
^pits^hranches in the 301 
L Iflitagfc,. Hospital before 
aking^his last journey to 
le Babaoshan Cemetery, 
» Xrabua News Agency 
aid.../— 

“Eternal glory to comrade 
ipeng /Xiaoping,” read a 
Streamer above his body in 
ihe hospital where his body 
ijlhas lain/ since he died last 
fWedne^ay, aged 92. 

!| His d^ignated heir Jiang, 
premier Li Peng, the five 
other members of the all- 
powerful politburo and sev- 
eral other leaders, wearing 
black armbands and with a 
white paper flower of mour- 
ning in their buttonholes, 
bowed three times before 
the body. 

A white van bedecked 
with black and yellow rib- 
bons- the colours of moum- 
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mg, carried Deng’s body at 
a stately pace to the ceme- 
tery in western Beijing 
where Chinese commu- 
nism’s heroes are tradition- 
ally laid to resL 

“Scatter hot tears for com- 
rade Xiaoping,” read a ban- 
ner with black characters 
held up by one group of 
people. 

'"Go gently. Xiaoping,” 
read another. 

Hundreds of armed police, 
a fraction of the huge secu- 
rity force activated as China 
treads warily along the road 
of political uansiiion, lined 
streets along the 2 .5-kilo- 
metre route to the cemetery. 

The cortege moved at a 
pace allowing thousands of 
mourners lining the route a 
last glimpse of the man who 
ruled China for 18 years 
with a blend of capitalist- 
style economic policies and 
Communist political con- 
trol. 

“I have come to say good- 
bye to Deng Xiaoping," said 
a young man. 

As the cavalcade passed, 
people stood on roofs of 
buildings or climbed up 
lamp posts for a better view. 


But some residents did not 
know Deng’s body was to 
be moved and were upset 
that their routine had teen 
disrupted. 

“Hey, move it, some of us 
have to go to work,” grum- 
bled one middle-aged wo- 
man pushing her bicycle 
through the crowd. 

Outside Babaoshan stood 
hundreds of workers bussed 
in from from the nearby 
steel works. 

One manager of the giant 
state-run enterprise, Yue 
Wenhui, 44, asked why he 
was willing to wait outside 
on a wintry day. said: “The 
weather is good. It is as 
misty as our hearts.” 

Deng, an opponent of the 
leadership cult around his 
predecessor Mao Tsetong, 
made clear he wanted more 
restrained mourning than 
the near-hysteria that fol- 
lowed Mao’s demise in 
1976. 

No foreign dignitaries 
have been invited to Tues- 
day’s rites in the Great Hall. 
Deng’s ashes will be scat- 
tered at sea. 

Deng’s family requested 
that his body not be put on 


display, that his corneas be 
donated to an eye bank and 
his body offered for medical 
dissection before cremation. 

China has sought to pro- 
ject stability and continuity 
in the aftermath of Deng's 
death, painfully aware of the 
tumult that has often fol- 
lowed the death of strong- 
men throughout China’s his- 
tory. 

Since his death authorities 
have heightened their secu- 
rity watch around the capital 
and especially in Tiananmen 
Square, the vast central 
space where, in 1989, stu- 
dent-led protests were 
crushed by troops and tanks 
at Deng’s behest 

Deng’s ashes were taken 
from the Babaoshan Ceme- 
tery late Monday to be put 
on display at the Great Hall 
of the People for his funeral. 

The ashes were carried in 
a Chinese-made red flag 
limousine, decorated with 
yellow and black ribbons. 
Another three red flag cars 
completed the convoy. 

The ashes were to be dis- 
played in the Great Hal! of 
the People during Tuesday’s 
formal state funeral attend- 



The funeral cortege containing the body of China’s former paramount leader Deng Xiaoping is driven through the 
streets of Beijing Monday. Thousands of policemen and mourners lined the capital's streets to show their respects 
to the leader whose policies transformed the country from a backward Stalinst state to an economic powerhouse. 
Deng, aged 92, died on Feb. 19 (Reuter photo) 


ed by 10.000 people. 

Deng was cremated 


Monday morning in a 15- 
minuie ceremony attended 


by his immediate family and 
top Chinese leaders, includ- 


ing President 
Premier Li. 


Jium! and 


Albright, pressing human rights in 
China, says change will take time 


BEUING (AFP) — U.S. 
Secretary of State Made- 
leine Albright urged Chi- 
nese leaders Monday to re- 
lease all political prisoners 
but acknowledged that the 
process will take time. 

Dressed in black out of 
respect for the mourning the 
death of Chinese paramount 
leader Deng Xiaoping, Mrs. 
Albright confidently assert- 
ed that China and the Uni- 
ted States could work to- 
gether despite differences. 

Mrs. Albright held talks 
with Foreign Minister Qian 
Qicben before beading into 
meetings with Premier Li 
Peng and President Jiang 
Zemin the day before 
Deng’s memorial service. 

She arrived just after 
Deng was cremated here 
following his death aged 92 
on Wednesday. 

Reiterating past promises 
to speak out against repres- 
sion, Ms. Albright vowed to 
discuss the plight of promi- 
nent pro-democracy acti- 
vists currently behind bars 
and plans for prison visits 
by international monitors. 

‘There have been some 
releases (of political prison- 
ers), which we welcome. 
Obviously we would like to 
see more,” Mrs. Albright 
said ar the outset of talks 
with Mr. Qian at the Daio- 
yutai state guest house. 

But she added: “We un- 
derstand that this is a long 
process.” 

Washington has asked 
China to release eight pro- 
democracy activists includ- 
ing Wang Dan and Wei 
Jingsheng, according to 
U.S. officials. So far. three 
have regained their free- 
dom. 

For his part, Mr. Qian 


brushed aside questions 
about the release of dissi- 
dents, saying that the “judi- 
cial department of China 
will act independently in 
this regard.” 

According to the New 
York Times Monday an ag- 
reement is in the works un- 
der which Beijing would 
agree to take steps to imp- 
rove its human rights record 
in exchange for a U.S. 
pledge not to press for a res- 
olution criticising China at 
the annual U.N. H uman 
Rights Conference in Gene- 
va nexr month. 

The Chinese foreign min- 
ister noted that there had 
been “progress", recently in . 
relations ; between the -two 
countries and asserted that 
“Sino-U.S. relations face 
opportunity for further imp- 
rovement and progress.” 

U.S. Vice-President A1 
Gore is expected here next 
month although no formal 
dates have been set for the 
visit and an exchange of 
presidential visits should 
take place later this year and 
in early 1998. 

Ms. Albright was wrap- 
ping up a 10-day five-nation 
world tour that took her to 
major capitals in Europe 
and to Seoul. Tokyo and fi- 
nally Beijing, considered 
the highlight of her journey. 

The U.S. secretary of 
state, who was making her 
first trip overseas since tak- 
ing office last month, also 
raised Hong Kong's rever- 
sion to Chinese rule, saying 
that the British territory’s 
"way of life, economic fiber 
and basic freedoms should 
continue unchanged.” 

"I look forward to dis- 
cussing China's plans for 
preserving Hong Kong's 


high degree of autonomy,” 
she said. 

Ms. Albright also stated 
that China should seek a 
“peaceful resolution” to dif- 
ferences with Taiwan, 
which Beijing considers a 
rebel province. 

Her comments came as 
Taipei announced it had 
begun to assemble U.S. Pat- 
riot missiles to deploy on its 
territory. 

The United States 
switched diplomatic recog- 
nition from Taiwan to main- 
land China in 1979 and Bei- 
jing insists that any country 
with which it has diplomat- 
ic relations does not also 
recognise Taiwan. - 
" Talks with'Chinese lead- 
ers were also to focus on 
Beijing’s entry into the 
World Trade Organisation, 
stability on the Korean pe- 
ninsula and weapons non- 
proliferation, Ms. Albright 
said. 

Earlier at the U.S. embas- 
sy here, Ms. Albright under- 
scored the importance Wa- 
shington attributes to its ties 
to China, which have 
emerged from a rough patch 
over the past year. 

“There is no question that 
our relationship with China 
is key to stability and pros- 
perity in the 21st century," 
Ms. Albright told a group of 
Americans who welcomed 
here at the U.S. embassy 
here. 

Relations between the 
United States and China 
plummetted in 1994 after 
U.S. President Bill Clinton 
granted a visa to Taiwan’s 
President Lee Teng-Hui, a 
move seen as signalling 
U.S. support for Taiwan’s 
independence drive. 


Sri Lanka troops destroy thousands 
of acres of rice fields , rebels say 


COLOMBO (AFP) — Sri 
Lankan government forces 
have destroyed vast rice 
fields during an offensive to 
capture a main northern 
highway, Tamil Tiger guer- 
rillas said Monday. 

The separatist Liberation 
T igers of Tamil Eelam 
(LTTE), in a statement from 
their London office, ac- 
cused the government of a 
deliberate policy of econo- 
mically crippling Tamil ci- 
vilians in the region. 

“Advancing Sri Lankan 
forces have burned, shelled 
and trampled 12,000 acres 


(4,850 hectares) of Tamil 
rice fields in their recent 
westwards mar ch fro m Va- 
vuniya,” the LTTE state- 
ment said. 

The remarks came as se- 
curity forces opened the vi- 
tal land route held by Tiger 
guerrillas for 10 years in 
northern Sri Lanka and be- 
gan operating civilian buses 
and organised cargo con- 
voys. 

lii anot her st atement Sun- 
day, the LTTE said a 1 7-day 
old government offensive to 
take the 77-kilometre high- 
way linking Vavuniya with 


the north-western garrison 
town of Mannar created a 
tide of 10,000 refugees. 

There were no major con- 
frontations between the 
LTTE and the elite Special 
Forces commandos who led 
the military drive. The mili- 
tary said it killed six LITE 
men and destroyed four 
abandoned Tiger bases dur- 
ing the campaign. 

Defence officials said 
with the linking of Mannar 
to the military frontline at 
Vavuniya, pressure would 
ease on the country’s tiny 
air force and the navy. 


Pirates kill 3 in Filipino ferry hijacking 


ZAMBOANGA (AFP) — 
Suspected Muslim guerril- 
las hijacked a ferry in the 
southern Philippines killing 
three people who fought 
back as the gunmen robbed 
them of money and valu- 
ables, police and witnesses 
said Monday. 

The terrifying ordeal for 
the 50 passengers began at 
dusk Sunday as the Fortune 
ferry left the town of Sira- 
wai beaded for Zamboanga, 
80 kilometres South, Senior 
Superintendent Merlito Te 


said. 

Seven armed men. 
thought to belong to the 
militant Abu Sayyaf group, 
who were hiding among the 
passengers, hijacked the 
ferry just after it left the har- 
bour, Mr. Te, the provincial 
police chief, told reporters. 

Three male passengers 
put up 3 fight and were shot 
dead, police said. Three 
other passengers were 
wounded. 

The dead were natnmed as 
Imam Banggi, Carno Ki- 


bong and Armando Din- 
gingan, police said. 

The pirates collected 
100,000 pesos ($3,846) in 
money from the passengers 
and forced them at gunpoint 
to hand over their valuables, 
before speeding off in a 
waiting motorboat. 

Three people were also 
wounded in the heist which 
happened in the waters off 
Balatucan point on the sou- 
thern island of Mindanao. 


S. Korea 
wants to 
bring 
defector 
to Seoul 

SEOUL (R) — South Ko- 
rea is to seek to bring a 
senior North Korean defec- 
tor directly to Seoul from 
China when it resumes 
talks on his fate after the 
funeral of China’s para- 
mount leader Deng Xiao- 
ping, Seoul officials said 
Monday. 

Talks on the fate of North 
Korea’s top ideologue, 
Hwang JangrYop, were put 
on hold after Deng’s death 
last Wednesday, with all 
contacts reduced to work- 
ing level, they said. 

“We will meet Chinese 
officials on Feb. 26 and 
convey our basic stand that 
Mr. Hwang's free will to 
come to South Korea must 
be respected,” Foreign Mi- 
nistry spokesman Lee 
Kyu-Hyung told Reuters. 
Deng’s funeral is set for 
Tuesday. 

“We would like to bring 
Hwang directly to Seoul 
but technical details will be 
worked out through con- 
sultations with China,” Mr. 
Lee said. “If the direct 
route is not possible, we 
would discuss other op- 
tions.” 

Mr. Hwang, ranked 24th 
in the Pyongyang hierar- 
chy. has been marooned at 
Seoul’s consular office in 
Beijing since Feb. 12 when 
he turned up there with an 
aide to seek asylum. This 
left China torn between 
long-time ideological ally 
North Korea and new busi- 
ness partner South Korea. 

Mr. Lee denied media re- 
ports that China and South 
Korea had already reached 
basic agreement for Mr. 
Hwang to leave Beijing be- 
fore the end of this week. 

“We have had no sub- 
stantive contacts with the 
Chinese officials since 
Deng Xiaoping's death and 
we have not reached any 
agreement,” he said. 

Pyongyang initially ac- 
cused southern officials of 
kidnapping Mr. Hwang 
and demanded that China 
return him to the north but 
later appeared to back- 
track, saying that if it tran- 
spired that he had defected 
he would te stripped of his 
official rank. 

China’s official Xinhua 
News Agency finally indi- 
cated last week that Bei- 
jing had determined that 
Mr. Hwang entered the 
South Korean mission of 
his own free will. A Seoul 
-official said this suggested 
that talks over Mr. Hwang 
could now make rapid 
progress. 

Information Minister Oh 
In-Hwan was asked in par- 
liament if Seoul's an- 
nouncement of Mr. 
Hwang's defection had an- 
gered China and caused a 
delay in Mr. Hwang’s 
departure. 


Indian fire disaster death toll set to pass 200 


BARJPADA (.AFP) — Offi- 
cials here Monday predicted 
the death loll following a 
horrific blaze at a religious 
ceremony would pass 200 
as police and volunteers 
continued to sift through the 
charred debris. 

Around ) 00 badly burned 
bodies were still strewn ac- 
ross open ground Monday, 
more than 24 hours after 
Sunday's fire near this east- 
ern town. 

Police Superintendent Raj 
Kishore Das put the official 
casualty list at 194 but both 
he and local doctors said 
many more of the 30 criti- 
cally injured survivors in 
hospital would not survive. 

The blaze, sparked by an 
electrical fault and aggra- 
vated by gas cylinder explo- 
sions, occured at 3:30 p.m 
(1000 GMT) towards the 
end of a three-day ceremo- 
ny and killed 154 Hindu 
devotees instantly, officials 


said. 

About 7.000 followers of 
a Hindu sect leader were 
attending a religious speech 
when the fire broke out at 
Madhuban in Baripada dis- 
trict, some 350 kilometres 
from Bhubaneshwar, capital 
of the coastal state of Ori- 
ssa. 

The flames, in the men’s 
camp housing around 4,000 
people, ripped through 
straw and canvas sheds and 
tents housing the devotees, 
mostly from Orissa and the 
nearby states of West Ben- 
gal and Bihar. 

~ Indian Prime Minister H. 
D. Deve Gowda visited the 
site of the tragedy Monday, 
staying for 15 minutes. 

Vinay Kumar Aggarwal. 
of Baripada Hospital, said: 
“There are 30 patients who 
are critical. Eight children 
have died in hospital while 
five women were killed in 
the fire. 


“More than 300 locals arc 
helping clear up the debris. 
Most of the bodies arc burnt 
horribly.” 

His colleague A.K. Mish- 
in said: "We have never 
seen anything like this be- 
fore ... now we know what a 
tragedy is. 

"The loll is certain lo go 
over 200. Many of those 
critically injured will not 
survive.” 

Witnesses said many of 
those killed and injured 
were crushed in a stampede 
as the crowds panicked. 

A.B. Tripathi. police chief 
of Orissa slate, told AFP: 
“We have started a post- 
mortem but it is meaning- 
less because the bodies arc 
charred beyond recognition. 

“Identification is virtually 
impossible and the cause of 
the fire is known. The exer- 
cise is a mere formality." 

He said: “The latest report 
says there was a short-cir- 


cuit. The lire spread to the 
kitchen where a cylinder 
burst ... and then it was un- 
controllable." 

He added (hat a mass cre- 
mation would be held later 
Monday. 

D.S. Jena, a Baripada res- 
ident said the town, the 
headquarters of Baripada 
district with a population of 
about 70.U00, though 
stunned by the tragedy went 
about its daily husiness 
Monday. "Schools and 
shops are open." he said. 

Sunday’s inferno is the se- 
cond major Indian lire dis- 
aster idler a hlaze in De- 
cember 1995 killed more 
than 420 people at a school 
party in the northern Indian 
town of Dabwali. 

A blazing canopy fell on 
2.000 people at an end of 
year school party, sparking a 
stampede for the single exit. 
Another 600 people were 
injured in that incident. 


NATO, Russia begin dialogue on enlargement 


BRUSSELS (R) — North 
Atlantic Treaty Organisa- 
tion (NATO) and Russia ap- 
pear to have entered a busi- 
ness-like dialogue over their 
future relationship amid 
signs that Russia has re- 
signed itself to NATO’s 
eastward enlargement but is 
determined Lo get the high- 
est price it can. 

Continuing a frantic mer- 
ry-go-round of diplomatic 
activity, Russian Foreign 
Minister Yevgeny Primakov 
flew out of Brussels Mon- 
day to Norway after meet- 
ing NATO Secretary-Gene- 
ral Javier Solana for the sec- 
ond time in five weeks in 
Brussels. 

After their talks a brief 
statement said: “Progress is 
emerging although differ- 
ences remain.” It added pre- 
parations would begin at 
once for another meeting 
between the two men in 
Moscow. 

Mr. Primakov declined to 
talk to journalists during his 
visit to Brussels. Early 
Monday, a black limousine 
swept the former cold war 
spy-master to a private 
plane waiting in a secluded 
corner of Brussels airport. 
He left shortly afterwards. 


Shortly before Sunday’s 
talks at Mr. Solana’s private 
residence, Russian Presi- 
dent Boris Yeltsin, speaking 
in Moscow, gave the most 
explicit indication yet that 
the pace of the negotiations 
was hotting up. 

Mr. Yeltsin, making his 
first public appearance 
since hts bout of pneumonia 
at the New Year, was confi- 
dent enough that progress 
was being made to say he 
expected a compromise to 
te struck during his summit 
with U.S. President Bill 
Clinton next month. 

He said Moscow would 
continue its resistance to 
NATO expansion but then 
told reporters at a Kremlin 
wreath-laying: 

“We have agreed to look 
for a compromise and 1 
think we will find this com- 
promise at the summit we 
are holding with President 
Clinton on March 20-21.” 

While NATO insists it 
will not let Moscow have a 
veto over who can join the 
alliance, it has offered a 
range of measures to try to 
reassure Russia that the ad- 
mission of former Soviet 
satellites on its Western 
flank will not te a security 


threat 

It would like to set down 
an agreement guaranteeing 
Russia a place in the new 
European security architec- 
ture before a NATO summit 
in July, when the alliance is 
expected to invite Hungary. 
Poland and the Czech Re- 
public to join. 

Mr. Yeltsin's foreign poli- 
cy adviser, Dmitry Ryuri- 
kov. told Russian TV 6 tele- 
vision that any NATO en- 
largement, even if not inten- 
ded to be hostile, would 
compromise Russia's secu- 
rity by letting the West's 
"military machine" app- 
roach its borders. 

But he also conceded that 
Moscow could not stop en- 
largement. 

And he indicated that its 
fears could be allayed if 
NATO, which has already 
pledged not to station nuc- 
lear weapons on the territo- 
ry of new’ member states, 
gave guarantees limiting 
changes in the deployment 
of forces on the ground. 

“If we can reach agree- 
ment on that, then ihe con- 
sequences of expansion for 
Russia would be minimal.” 
he concluded. 

This avenue is full of 


political complications for 
NATO, which is reluctant to 
let itself be told where it can 
and cannot station troops. 

The head of NATO’s mili- 
tary committee. General 
Klaus Naumunn. has 
warned that the proposal 
risks making second-class 
allies of the new members, 
who themselves are wary of 
any hint they might te sold 
out by the West. 

In the growing atmos- 
phere of hard-nosed barter- 
ing. alliance diplomats had 
said Mr. Solana planned to 
ask Mr. Primakov what 
Russia was offering in res- 
ponse to a range of alliance 
concessions made in the 
past few weeks. 

This approach was intend- 
ed to force the pace of nego- 
tiations while circumvent- 
ing for now the problem of 
the form which an eventual 
agreement with Russia 
should take. 

While Moscow is pushing 
hard for a legally binding 
document. NATO would 
much prefer a robust politi- 
cal commitment which 
would not need to go 
through ratification by lb 
member countries. 


Taiwan starts assembling Patriot missiles 


TAIPEI (AFP) — Taiwan 
has begun assembling U.S. 
Patriot missiles to be dep- 
loyed on its territory against 
any attack by arch-rival 
China, a military official 
said Monday. 

The official quoted De- 
fence Minister Chiang 
Chung-Ling as saying: “The 
Patriot missile system we 
purchased from the United 
States has arrived in Taiwan 
and assembly work of the 
system is going smoothly.” 

"After completion of the 
assembly work and prac- 
tices, the ministiy will dis- 
play the system to the pub- 
lic.” Mr. Chiang said. 

"There is absolutely a 
need to deploy Patriot mis- 
siles to counter missile 
threats” from the mainland, 
he added, saying that China 
has installed a Russian- 


made anti-missile SA300 
system in the southern 
Guangdong province. 

China visibly displayed its 
anger against Taiwan, 
which it considers a rene- 
gade province, early last 
year when it staged six 
rounds of war games in the 
Taiwan Straits sparking in- 
ternational concern. 

Despite strong protests 
from China. Washington sold 
200 improved versions of the 
Patriot missiles and other 
facilities, to Taiwan in 1993. 

The U.S. anti-missile air 
defence system is capable 
of partially destroying 
incoming ballistic missiles 
and will help Taiwan 
upgrade its air defences. 

The first unit of the us- 
buill Patriot air defence sys- 
tem comprising missile fir- 
ing facilities and wheeled 


vehicles and multi-func- 
tional radar, is expected to 
be commissioned this year. 

The Defence Ministry is 
reportedly planning to dep- 
loy the U.S. missiles in the 
three locations of Nankang. 
Linkou and Wanlin in the 
heavily-populated Taipei 
area in northern Taiwan. 

China has accused the 
United States of violating a 
joint communique signed in 
1979 by transferring ad- 
vanced weaponry to Tai-wan. 

And it h3s charged that 
selling weapons to Taiwan 
will delay and undermine 
the peaceful reunification 
process between the two 
sides of the Thiwan StraiL 

China has threatened to 
invade if the island declared 
formal independence. 

Although the United 
Slates recognises Beijing 


rather than its longtime rival 
Taipei as the sole govern- 
ment of China, it continues 
to sell military equipment to 
the Nationalist island. 

Mr. Chiang said "military 
procurement projects were 
going smoothly,” adding 
Taiwan was “actively nego*"- 
tiating with foreign coun- 
tries for procurement of so- 
phisticated advanced tradi- 
tional submarines.” 

He emphasised the need 
for an anti-missile system, 
saying it "is crucial to Tai- 
wan’s defence, we could 
hardly do anything when 
Beijing conducted a series 
of missile tests perilously 
near Taiwan last year.” 

The first batch of French- 
built Mirage 2000-5s and 
U.S.-built F-16 jet fighters 
are scheduled to arrive over 
the next few months. 
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Case celebre in 
mayor’s detention 

ZARQA MAYOR Mustapha Fayad's recent 
detention for reportedly saying that “three- 
fourths of (our) deputies are liars” is poised to 
become a case celebre in Jordanian jurisprudence 
because it raises many interesting and controver- 
sial legal points that require address. 

To begin with, claiming that most of the peoples' 
representatives are liars, assuming that it hap- 
pened in the first place, does not constitute a 
defamation since the statement does not refer to a 
particular person or persons. The categorical ref- 
erence to parliamentarians as liars is no different 
from referring to lawyers, for instance, as liars or 
describing them as deceitful or whatever. The 
offence of defamation implies a defamatory refer- 
ence to a particular person or persons in a way 
that injures their reputations as substantiated in 
a court of law. A mere general statement about a 
group of people cannot stand in court as consti- 
tuting a defamation or libel because no one can 
rightly claim that he or she was intended by the 
remark or comment 

Even if we presume that the statement in ques- 
tion is, prime facie, a violation, there is no inter- 
national norm that would deem it a criminal 
offence railing for detention or criminal prosecu- 
tion. Our authorities need to check first with our 
laws on the subject and see whether they are in 
agreement with our international treaty obliga- 
tions. 

We feel that in the case of the mayor of Zarqa, 
our concerned officials did not consult our own 
laws, much less these obligations on the subject of 
defamation and libel. 

What is even more serious is the length of deten- 
tion initially ordered for Mayor Fayad, which is 
15 days. There is an effort currently being 
Undertaken by some deputies to allow for a maxi- 
mum of 24 hours detention period before the 
accused is taken to court. We feel that this initia- 
tive is both necessary and prudent against the 
backdrop of not only prolonged detentions with- 
out trial but also against repeated and arbitrary 
extension of the detention period. We hope that 
the government will support these deputies' pro- 
posal and act on it sooner than later. Jordan is 
moving full force towards a viable and operational 
democracy and has no place for arbitrary arrests 
or prolonged detentions. 

Over and above these considerations, there can 
be no justification for putting the mayor in deten- 
tion under the circumstances of his case. His free- 
dom does not pose a security threat to anybody 
including the inflamed deputies whoever they are. 
Putting people behind bars prior to their trial is 
intended only to advance the interrogation 
process, prevent the escape of the accused and 
hinder the commission of another crime not to 
scare, intimidate or punish the accused. None of 
these considerations was present in the case of the 
mayor. His continued detention, therefore, could 
have only eroded confidence in our democratisa- 
tion process and undermined our justice system. 

It is good news for both that he was released on 
bail a couple of days ago, through the good offices 
of a member of Parliament from the same 
Constituency. Whether the case will be pressed 
against him and what the court rules in such an 
eventuality are an entirely different matter. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A WRITER for A1 Ra'i daily said Jordanians should 
not succumb to the whims and desires of the U.S. and 
Britain, who continue to impose a siege on their trade 
through the Lloyd's firm which searches all kinds of 
goods arriving in Aqaba on the pretext that they want 
to make sure nothing can reach Iraq. Fahed Fanek 
said of all the countries around Iraq, only Jordan is 
subjected to inspection of its imported goods and 
only Jordan is subjected to a constant punishment in 
the name of the U.N. The writer said Jordan, which 
Was subjected to a blockade to force iL to negotiate a 
peace treaty with Israel, finds itself still under embar- 
go and siege by the U.S. and Britain, both of which 
do not conceal their desire to exterminate the Iraqi 
people. Having signed the treaty with Israel, Jordan 
had thought it would receive remuneration and would 
witness an era of prosperity but it was disillusioned 
as nothing has changed and no improvement of the 
Jordanian people's living conditions has taken place, 
added the writer. The continued siege on Aqaba and 
the Lloyd's inspection of shipment of goods arriving 
at the port are clear sign, that the U.S. and Britain do 
not trust Jordan and that the embargo on Iraq is one 
that extends to include Jordan as well, he said. The 
writer said that 220 firms which used to provide ser- 
vices and deliver goods to Iraq through Jordan have 
been forced, as a result of the continued siege, to 
move to Dubai and Turkey, which are free of any 
embargo and U.S. -British influence. 


The View from Fourth Circle 



Arabs and Israelis: Still learning from Nazi Europe 


A TWO-day meeting of Arabs and Israelis in Amman last 
week, organised by the Royal Institute for Inter-Faith 
Studies, highlighted the complaints and claims that both 
sides had against the other. It also emphasised the impor- 
tance that each side attaches to having its own' fears and 
rights recognised by the other. Though peace treaties are 
being signed and implemented between states, the Arab- 
Israeli diride is not being closed by a parallel process of 
psychological ddtente or cultural rapprochement among 
peoples and societies. Events in Europe may shed impor- 
tant fight on this. 

The Amman meeting, entitled the Fear of Peace, showed 
that Arabs and Israelis still suffer a powerful fear of each 
other. The most important reason for this remains the cur- 
rent political positions and actions of the other side, which 
in turn reflect historical fact and experience. Arabs and 
Israelis both suffer traumatic aftershocks from their diffi- 
cult modem hisxories. and their actions today in large part 
still respond to stimuli from the past Jews want to ensure 
that they will never again be vulnerable to wholesale dis- 
crimination, subjugation, exile, death and attempted exter- 
mination, while Arabs want to ensure that they will never 
again be vulnerable to encounters with the West that leave 
them divided, subjugated, manipulated, exploited, depen- 
dent and weak. 

Clearly, both sides must overcome their historical fears 
and paranoia if they wish to build a new Middle Eastern 
order that provides them both with mutual security, digni- 
ty and progress. And both sides must recognise, accept 
and respond to the fears of the other. But this is easiersaid 
than done, and current events in Europe related to theft of 
Jewish properties during the Holocaust highlight this 
dilemma in a timely wayr 

I am impressed by the diligence of Israelis, Jews and 
others who continue to hunt down former Nazis and col- 
laborators and subject them to judicial trials and punitive 
and compensatory proceedings. In recent weeks, the world 
has watched as the mighty Swiss banking system was 
humbled by allegations of its complicity in keeping dor- 
mant accounts of Jews who died in the Holocaust The 
accounting for Jewish assets that were lost or seized in 
that period has now expanded into a much wider move- 
ment. which includes attempts to find Nazi gold holdings 
in Portugal, Spain, Argentine and other South American 
countries: to compensate the survivors of Holocaust vic- 
tims who had insurance policies in Italy: to compensate 
Flemish Jews who lost tens of millions of dollars worth of 
diamonds that were looted by Nazis from the Antwerp dia- 
mond exchange: and, to return to Polish Jews communal 
properties (synagogues, cemeteries, schools! that were 
robbed by invading Nazis or the post-war communist 
regime in Poland. 

Seen within an Arab-Israeli perspective, this effort is 
both heroic and problematic. It highlights the impressive 
and correct determination of the Jewish people to wipe 
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away all traces of the dehumanising assault that they suf- 
fered during the Nazi era, and to maintain the Holocaust 
as the historical epitome of national political vulgarity and 
human evil. X, as an Arab, am pleased that those who par- 
ticipated in the crimes of the Holocaust are still being 
identified, hunted, prosecuted, punished, chastised and 
made to pay moral and material compensation for their 
evil-doing. But, as an Arab, I am also disappointed that 
this takes place in an international political and moral 
environment that seems to set two standards of rights. 


know of to suggest that Palestinian Arabs have a valid 
claim for compensation or rerum of property and other 
assets that they lost during the establishment of the state of 
Israel or its subsequent expansion in the period after June 
1967. 
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who can show legal claim for compensation 
properties that were taken from them in war situations. 
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I am not equating the Holocaust with the Palestinian 
national catastrophe, for the two are very different in 
scale, intent and consequence. I am saying, though, that all 
human beings who lost assets in a war context, due to 
events for which they were not personally responsible or 
over which they had no influence, should be equally eligi- 
ble for compensator measures. We do not see this today. 
We see fervent international action to acknowledge histor- 
ical crimes against Jews and to ensure the moral and mate- 
rial compensatory rights of living Jews and Israelis, but 
we see nothing comparable in magnitude or intent to 
address the moral and material needs of Palestinians who 
lost tbeir ancestral properties to individual Jews or to the 
state of Israel. Why should this be? How can this be 
accepted? 

The intersection between the Jewish past and the present 
policy of the state of Israel — the state of the Jewish peo- 
ple — is a politically and emotionally complex space that 
is defined by massive, universal and enduring moral 


may be giving life to anti-Semitism among Arabs in the 
Middle East. 

Our gathering in Amman and our interaction with 
Israelis last week made it clear, once again, that the Jewish 
people have legitimate and powerful security concerns, 
rooted in historical experience and contemporary reality. 
But our meeting also confirmed that Arab views of Jews 
and Israelis and their slate are formed primarily by the 
statements and actions of the Jewish state, and not by the 
historical memorv of its people. It also reminded one and 
all that if we are to acknowledge the historical traumas 
and national rights of the Jewish people, they also must 
recognise the parallel experiences and rights of the 
Palestinians and other Arabs. 

It is ironic and sad that while Jews collectively and indi- 
vidually continue, rightly, to redress their claims against 
European history, their Israeli state appears unwilling to 
acknowledge that Palestinians also have the equal person- 
al and national right to have their material claims settled, 
their historical traumas eased, their grievances redressed 
and their humanity acknowledged. We who struggle for 
peace and justice in the Arab-lsraeli world still have much 
to learn from Europe, from history and from each other. 


Bleak prospects for Palestinians 


.. By. Mikael Jansen 

NICOSIA — Statements 
by Israel's current rulers 
and a “red line" map shown 
by Prime Minister 
Benyamin “Bibi” 

Netanyahu to U.S. 
President Bill Clinton make 
it clear that the present 
Israeli government is not 
prepared to yield more than 
50 per cent of the West 
Bank and 60 per cent of 
Gaza to the Palestinians. 
And in this the Likud is 
supported by the Labour 
Party establishment. 

This means that the 
Palestinian people will 
never be allowed to achieve 
an independent state or an 
entity of any real viability. 
Instead, the Palestinians 
will have to make do with 
50-plus per cent of the IS 
per cent of Palestine cap- 
tured by Israel in 1967, or 
about 9 per cent of mandat- 
ed Palestine. 

Just what kind of entity 
could this be — and 
become? 

It would be a sort of rump 
state on the Vatican model. 
But a Vatican-minus model. 
For the Palestinian entity 
would be a Vatican-tvpe 
state without a presence in 
Rome. If Israel gets its way. 
East Jerusalem will remain 
out of bounds for the 
Palestinians of the West 
Bank and Gaza. The 
Palestinian capital will be, 
perhaps, in Abu Dis. outside 
the expanded municipal 
borders of “Greater 
Jerusalem." Or. possibly, in 
Ramallah. already the 
swinging fun capital of the 
West Bank. 

Palestinian citizens of 
East Jerusalem will either 
have to become Israelis (as 
some are already doing) or 
move from their ancestral 
homes to the enclaves. 
Thus, the Holy City will be 
ethnically cleansed of its 
Palestinian population. 

Israel will retain jurisdic- 
tion over Palestinian 
Muslim and Christian holy 
sites in Jerusalem via local 
religious establishments. 
This will offer a sharp con- 
trast to the Vatican model. 
For the Vatican exercises 
extraterritorial control over 
and responsibility for all 
Catholic holy places and 
institutions the world over. 

If Netanyahu achieves his 
objective, the Palestinian 



would like to impose on the 
Palestinian people. This 
means, also, that the entity 
will not attract the sort of 
charitable donations and 
investment Israel secures 
from the Jewish diaspora, 
so the Palestinian statelet 
will remain poor and under- 
developed, its people frus- 
trated politically, economi- 


cally and spiritually. Thus, 
they will leave, and as the 
population dwindles. Israel 
will make new demands on 
the land. So even the nine 
per cent statelet will shrink 
and shrivel until it no 
longer exists and 
Palestinian nationhood 
becomes a mere pipe 
dream. 


statelet will comprise an 
archipelago of tight 
enclaves, accommodating 
99 per cent of the 
Palestinian population of 
the West Bank and Gaza. 
These enclaves wifi be iso- 
lated. one from another, 
separated by Israeli-con- 
trolled stretches of territory. 
The land encompassed by 
these enclaves will be too 
little for the existing popu- 
lation to live comfortably 
and will offer no possibility 
of expansion to accommo- 
date more in the future. 

Unlike the Vatican in 
Rome, the Palestinian 
statelet will not have a fixed 
celibate priestly population 
living off the charitable 
bounty of believers the 
world over, but a rapidly 
growing population of men, 
women and children living 
in family units and demand- 
ing a reasonable standard of 
life. But this nine per cent 
Palestinian statelet, inhabit- 
ed by 2.5 million people, 
will not be able to support 
its population, so the bulk 
of the workforce will, once 
again, be compelled to seek 
employment outside this 
entity, either in Israel or 
elsewhere in the Arab 
World. Thus, the Palestinian 
statelet will be a dormitory 
suburb for Tel -Aviv or 
Amman or wherever 
Palestinian bread-winners 
can find work. And the 
Palestinian National 

Authority will be obliged to 
encourage the permanent 
emigration of citizens so 
that those who remain may 


live. 

Israeli settlements will, of 
course, be given ample 
room for expansion, on the 
pretext of providing settlers 
with “security.” The Hebron 
model of granting 20 per 
cent of the territory of an 
Arab town (that portion 
inhabited by 20,000 
Palestinians) to 400 Jewish 
settlers will be put forward 
as the precedent to be fol- 
lowed when carving up the 
West Bank. And the settle- 
ments will be provided with 
a network of well-surfaced 
roads connecting them to 
one another and to Israel 
“proper.” 

Freedom of movement 
from one Palestinian 
enclave to another will be 
controlled by Israel. 
“Closure” will remain a 
weapon to be used against 
any Palestinian government 
which attempts to defy 
Israel. 

The Palestinian enclaves 
will not border on any other 
Arab entity. Thus, the 
Palestinians will be cut off 
from direct contact with 
both Jordan iu the east and 
Egypt in the south. Freedom 
of migration and the import 
and export of goods will be 
controlled by Israel, as is 
the case at present. 

The Palestinian stale will 
be demilitarised and unable 
to defend itself. It will not 
have the right to conduct its 
own foreign affairs or enter 
into agreements or alliances 
with any other countries, 
unless approved by Israel. 
The Palestinian entity will 


not be in a position to 
develop an independent 
economy. Instead, the entity 
will forever be economical- 
ly integrated into and 
dependent on the 
economies of its neigh- 
bours. Although 

Palestinians living outside 
may secure “passports” 
from the entity, the exiles 
will not be permitted to set- 
tle (there will be, in fact, no 
room for them to do so) and 
the countries where they 
reside will have to grant 
them permanent residence. 
Palestinians living outside 
the entity, having no right of 
residence, will, almost cer- 
tainly. have to obtain per- 
mission from Israel to visit 

The Palestinian entity will 
not be democratic bettiuse 
Israel will always deem an 
opposition to be a threat to 
its security and its interests. 
Thus, the Palestinians will 
be eternally subjected to 
autocratic rule and close 
police scrutiny, with their 
police forces operating in 
close collaboration with 
those of Israel. 

And unlike the Vatican, 
which draws its strength 
from the Catholic Church 
outside the confines of the 
state, the Palestinian entity 
will not be permitted to 
have close relations with 
the Palestinian diaspora, for 
malcontents abroad could 
infect inhabitants of the 
entity with notions of inde- 
pendence or democracy — 
or even encourage an 
intifada against the unjust 
settlement which Israel 


LETTERS 


When time is life 

To the Editor: 

I THOUGHT several times before finally deciding t< 
write this letter, and in the end. since it is a humanitar 
ian problem that I tackle, I decided to put it down ii 
words. 

My father passed away six months ago of a hear 
attack. With belief in God and fate, we~ accepted tht 
fact, when it happened, but still called for an ambulana 
hoping there could be a possibility to rescue him 
It took us three different calls to three different hospi- 
tals and 30 minutes for one of them to reach our con- 
siderably easy-to-find residence; we had two can 
awaiting on the two principal roads near our house ti 
guide them. 

Last Thursday night, as we were having a quie 
? ve ™ n f I suddenly heard the deafening sound of siren: 
m front of our house, bringing back memories I woulc 
rather forget. I ran out and one of ihe three men in tht 
ambidance came down slowly and coldly asking me i; 
we had asked for them. 

I asked them in confusion about the name of the sireei 
they were looking for or the name of the person buTtc 
my disbelief, they did not know. One of them^fter fev 
seconds, said they had a teleohnne n..mK, r 7 ^ 
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News 

International Organisation 
of Journalists voices concern 
of dangers facing profession 
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AMMAN fJ.T.) — The 
Internationa] Organisation 
of Journalists (IOJ) on 
Monday voiced deep con- 
cern over increased viola- 
tions of journalists' rights, 
pointing out that more and 
more journalists were being 
exposed to repression and 
murder. 

In an interview with A1 
Quds Press, IOJ President 
Suleiman Qudah said while 
the worldwide spread of the 
modern media was increas- 
ing every day the world 
was still witnessing contin- 
ued attempts by certain 
regimes to repress journal- 
ists and stifle press free- 
doms. 

Mr. Qudah. the first Arab 
journalist to serve as pres- 
ident of the organisation 
also voiced concern over 
the growing attempts by 
major world firms and 
organisations, to monopo- 
lise and control the media. 

"The monopolies which 
we witness today in Europe 
and the U.S. are a reflection 
of the current political sit- 
uation prevailing in the final 
phase of the 20th century, in 
which the media are being 
exploited to serve political 


and commercial purposes of 
major world powers,” said 
Mr. Qudah. 

In his view, the monopoly 
over the media would bring 
about political and mate rial 
pressure on journalists, 
forcing them to abandon 
their profession. 

He said that the IOJ will 
try to move journalism 
away from political polari- 
sation and closer to the gen- 
uine journalism profession. 

"The IOJ. which was 
established 50 years ago, 
has been trying to steer the 
journalists towards their 
profession and striving to 
promote the profession in 
addition to monitoring jour- 
nalists-human rights viola- 
tions." he said. 

The IOJ, which serves as 
an umbrella for 100 journal- 
ist unions from around the 
world including 16 from the 
Arab World, was created in 
the wake of the second 
World War U. 

Mr. Qudah said the world 
is witnessing a struggle 
between the nations in the 
north and southern hemi- 
spheres to control the 
media but "this struggle is 
having very adverse 


effects on the profession." 

Referring to the media in 
the developing World, he 
said the executive authori- 
ties in these countries are 
still dominating the media 
and often repress them and 
issue legislation aimed at 
restricting their freedoms 
or steering them in a man- 
ner so as to serve the inter- 
ests of the regime. 

Mr. Qudah noted that the 
political differences and 
financial constraints in the 
developing world had 
resulted in splits among 
members of the journalist 
unions in Tunisia, Brazil. 
Sudan, and Eritreia among 
others 

He noted that the IOJ was 
also dealing with the ques- 
tion of unemployment in 
Europe especially in Spain 
and Portugal, at a time 
when IOJ was facing 
financial difficulties and 
some administrative prob- 
lems which it is now trying 
to overcome. 

Mr. Qudah said that the 
IOJ lacks the necessary 
funds , which led to a 
shrinking of its activities. 

"The IOJ's annual budget 
has now been reduced to 


S250 000 down from $2 
million.” he said. 

He said that the organisa- 
tion had possessed $12 mil- 
lion in the early 1990s but 
these were wasted due to 
mismanagement . 

At present, he added, the 
IOJ is looking for sources 
to finance its projects and 
increase its activities world- 
wide and is planning to cre- 
ate its own news agency 
that would operate in an 
objective manner to be free 
from outside influences. 

At the same time, he 
added, the IOJ seeks to pro- 
mote its members' profes- 
sional standards through 
conducting research and 
will give more attention to 
the Arab World's issues . 

Israel's journalists union, 
he said, had repeatedly 
requested to join the IOJ but 
was barred entry since it did 
not meet the IOJ’s condition 
of condemning Israel’s 
occupation of Arab lands. 

One of the most daring 
decisions taken by the IOJ. 
be said, was the opening of 
an lOJoffice in occupied 
Jerusalem as a gesture or as 
moral support for Palestin- 
ian journalists. 


Government studying implications 
of court ruling against extradition 

Minister upholds sanctity Extraditing Jordanian to U.S. 
of judiciary's decision will be 'unconstitutional' 


By a Jordan limes Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The government is studying the implications of a 
recent court ruling against the extradition of a Jordanian want- 
"ed'in fcbohecnbn with a crime comihitteifin the U.S.,' particu- 
larly that Amman and Washington have signed an extradition 
treaty, officials said Monday. 

The issue is also of high significance since it comes amid Jor- 
danian-U.S. efforts to enhance cooperation in fighting crime 
and extremism. 

The Court of Cassation ruled last week in favour of an appeal 
filed by Bassam Qassem, 33, a naturalised American citizen of 
Jordanian origin, who. according to reports, is wanted in the 
U.S. in connection with an arson attack in Chicago in 1990. 

It was not clear whether he was suspected of direct involve- 
ment in the arson or whether the U.S. authorities simply want- 
ed to question him in connection with the fire at the Falcon 
family restaurant in Chicago. 

Mr. Qassem. who returned to Jordan in 1993, was detained in 
November last year following a formal request by the U.S. gov- 
ernment for his extradition in line with a treaty that the govern- 
ments of the two countries signed in March 1995. 

The Court of Cassation, a five-member tribunal, said in its 
ruliog that the extradition treaty was not valid because it was 
not been approved by Parliament. As such, extraditing Mr. 
Qassem will be unconstitutional, said the court. 

According to local reports. Mr. Qassem is among three Jor- 
danians whose extradition is sought by the U.S., one of them 
who reportedly fled the U.S. after causing a traffic accident in 
which one person was killed. 

Justice Ministry officials said they were studying the impli- 
cations of the court ruling in the Qassem case and how it would 
affect other cases. They declined to confirm or deny whether 
other similar extradition requests were pending with the Jor- 
danian government. 

The Qassem case was raised during a weekly press briefing 
given by Information Minister Marwan Muasher. 

Dr. Muasher said he was not aware of the details of the case, 
but reiterated that the government was bound by all decisions 
taken by the Kingdom's judiciary. 

“We will not undertake any action that would violate the 
law,” said the minister. If the court ruling means that Jordan 
cannot extradite the man to the U.S., “then he will not be extra- 
dited." said Dr. M Dasher. 

The question of extradition between the U.S. and Jordan was 
raised by a case that involved a Jordanian who fled to the King- 
dom from the U.S. along with his children in 1994. The mar 
was detained by Jordanian police after the U.S. law enforce- 
ment authorities sent out an international warrant. He con- 
fessed to interrogators as well as in court that he had killed his 
wife in a fit of rage over the custody of the two children. 

Jordan, pointing out that there was no extradition treaty 
between the Kingdom and the U.S.. aimed down an American 
request to extradite the man. 

But the man was cried and convicted in a Jordanian court and 
sentenced to 15 years in prison. However, Jordan returned the 
two children to their maternal aunt living in the U.S. 

Subsequently Jordan and the U.S. negotiated the extradition 
treaty which was signed in March 1995. 


By Rana Husseini 
Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMjAN — The Court of Cassation last week ruled 
against a ruling "by ffTe Magi strate'Cburt" to "extradite a Jor- 
danian wanted in connection with arson, stating that the 
extradition order was unconstitutional. 

Article 33 HI) of the Constitution states: "Treaties and 
agreements which involve financial commitments to the 
Treasury or affect the public or private rights of Jordanians 
shall not be valid unless approved by the National Assem- 
bly. In no circumstances shall any treaty or agreement be 
contrary to their overt terms." 

Violating Article 33 fU) of the Constitution is considered 
high treason punishable by three to 15-years imprisonment. 

Bassam Qassem, 33. a naturalised American citizen of 
Jordanian origin, fought a Magistrate Court ruling on Nov. 
21, to be extradited to the U.S, and appealed the court's 
decision to a higher court. 

Mr. Qassem was ordered detained by the Magistrate 
Court on Nov. 13, 1996, after it determined that sufficient 
evidence existed to convict him of setting a restaurant 
ablaze in the United States in 1990. and ordered that be be 
extradited there. 

The Court of Cassation, headed by Judge Suleiman Awa- 
jan and including Judges Walid Haj, Mohammad Smadi. 
Mohammad Abu Hass an and Izzat Abdul Ruhman said in 
their ruling that the treaty violates the Jordanian Constitu- 
tion as Parliament did not endorse jl 

One man has been extradited to the U.S. following the 
signing of an extradition treaty between the two countries. 

Eyad Mohammad Nejem was extradited to New York in 
August of 1995. by Jordanian authorities on charges that he 
was the driver of a van which transported a bomb into the 
World Trade Centre in February 1 993. 

The bomb left six people killed and a thousand more 
injured. 

The signing of the treaty came after four months of nego- 
tiations between the two countries and after the U.S. gov- 
ernment asked the Jordanian government to extradite 
Mohammad Abequa. a naturalised American citizen, to 
stand trial for killing his wife in July of 1995 and fleeing 
the country with his two children. 

Jordan refused the request and tried the man in the King- 
dom. 

He was convicted of murder a year later and was sen- 
tenced to a 15-year prison terra. 

An international lawyer, who did not wish to be identi- 
fied, said that an estimate of 12 treaties signed by the gov- 
ernment were not ratified in accordance with the Constitu- 
tion. 

The lawyer affirmed the following treaties as being 
signed by the government: The International Covenant on 
Civil and Political Rights: the International Covenant on 
Economic, Social and Cultural Rights; the Convention on 
the Right of the Child; the Convention Against Torture; the 
International Convention on Ending all Forms of Discrim- 
ination Against Women and the International Convention 
Against Racial Discrimination. 


Iraqi Kurd governor escapes assassination attempt — KDP 
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ANKARA (AFP1 — The 
Kurdish governor of the key 
town of Erbil in northern Iraq 
narrowly escaped an assassi- 
nation anempt most probably 
by rival Kurds, but seven peo- 
ple were injured, die Kurdis- 
tan Democratic Party (KDP) 
said on Monday. 

“Gunmen opened fire on 
the convoy of Governor Fran- 
cois Hariri Sunday morning 
as he was heading for his 
Erbil office,” die KDP’s 
Ankara representative, Safeen 
Dizayee, told AFP. 

“Hariri escaped the attack 


unhar med, but tWO Of his 
guards and five civilians were 
injured and the assailants 
fled.” Mr. Dizayee said, read- 
ing a statement released by 
the KDP’s interior ministry. 

Mr. Dizayee said the KDP 
believed that the rival Patriot- 
ic Union of Kurdistan (PUK) 
was responsible for the 
attack. 

“All indications point at the 
PUK’s involvement,” he said, 
adding: “The objective is to 
disrupt the peace process in 
Iraqi Kurdistan.” 

However. the PUK’s 


Ankara representative. Shaz- 
ad Saib. categorically dented 
the charges, saying: “The 

KDP’s accusation is base- 
less.” 

“Anytime the KDP claims 
there is an incident in the 
region, it puts the blame on 
us," Mr. Saib told AFP. 

Tensions flared in northern 
Iraq last August when the 
KDP led by Massoud Barzani 
and supported by Baghdad 
forces, launched an offensive 
against die PUK of Jalal Tala- 
bani and captured Erbil. 

After two months of clash- 


ing heavy diplomatic pressure 
by the United States. 

In three rounds of peace 
talks in the Turkish capital, 
the PUK and the KDP agreed 
on the deployment of a peace- 
monitoring force along the 
line of demarcation. 

Mr. Saib said: “There is still 
some tension in the area as 
the KDP has a gathering of 
forces near the demarcation 
line, and there are some Iraqi 
troops near EibiL” 
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Plots against Arafat's 
life foiled — Abbas 


ABU DHABI (Agencies) 
, — Palestinian security 
men have foiled a plot by 
extremists to kill President 
Yasser Arafat and several 
aides in the autonomous 
West Bank, a top Arafat 
aide said on Monday. 

Mahmud Abbas, one of 
the architects of peace 
accords between Israel and 
Palestinians, said he was 
one of those targetted by 
the plot by two armed radi- 
cals who have been arrest- 
ed. 

“Our security systems 
foiled the plot last week. 
The two had a hit list of 
President Arafat, myself 
and several other Palestin- 
ian leaders.” Mr. Abbas 
told AFP in an interview 
during a visit to the United 
Arab Emirates (UAE). 

“They had weapons and 
are opposed to the peace 
process. They are being 
investigated to know their 
finks and their motives." he 
said. 

Mr. Abbas said the two 
were Palestinians but he 
refused to say where they 
were seized. 

He said Palestinian secu- 
rity men uncovered the plot 
after receiving information 
from what he called 
unspecified parties. 

Asked whether the two 
belonged to the Hamas, 
which is opposed to the 
self-rule agreement 

between Israel and Pales- 
tinians. he said: “What I 
can say now is that they 
have Islamic trends and 
links. 

"I do not want to impli- 
cate any one now. The two 
are being questioned and 
there will be more informa- 
tion about this matter.” 

Mr. Abbas said Mr. Arafat 
and many other Palestinian 
leaders had been the targets 
of assassination attempts 
and plots in the past. 

“Such things happen any 
time and any where. They 
will not stop but this wifi 
not prevent us from going 
ahead with the peace 
process," he said. 

Mr. Abbas was in the 
UAE to brief its president. 
Sheikh Zayed Ben Sultan 
A1 Nahayan, on the recent 
Hebron deal with Israel and 
plans to build a new Jewish 


neighbourhood in Arab 
East Jerusalem and settle- 
ments in other areas, he 
said. 

He said he bad briefed the 
8 0-vear-old UAE leader 
about the negotiations with 
Israel on the final status of 
the autonomous Palestinian 
areas due to start next 
month. 

Meanwhile, a militant 
group on Monday turned 
down Mr. Arafat’s’ offer to 
Palestinian opposition 
groups to try to work out a 
joint platform ahead of the 
talks with Israel on a per- 
manent peace agreement. 

Such negotiations are to 
begin by mid-March. 

The Islamic Jihad group 
said in a leaflet faxed to the 
Associated Press that 
attending a meeting 
planned this week with rep- 
resentatives of Mr. Arafat's 
government would mean 
dropping the option of vio- 
lence against Israel. 

“It is an attempt to drag 
the Palestinian opposition 
into participating in the so- 
called peace talks,” the 
leaflet said. 

Islamic Jihad has carried 
out several suicide attacks 
against Israel in hopes of 
sabotaging Israeli -Palestin- 
ian peacemaking. 

Islamic Jihad is the small- 
er of two militant groups 
opposed to Mr. Arafat. The 
larger. Hamas. last week 
accepted Mr. Arafat’s invi- 
tation to meet Thursday in 
the West Bank town of 
Nablus. 

Two secular opposition 
groups, the Popular Front 
for the Liberation of Pales- 
tine and the Democratic 
Front for the Liberation of 
Palestine, also said they 
would come to the meeting. 

The acceptance of three 
of the four groups, espe- 
cially Hamas, constituted a 
political victory for Mr. 
Arafat who has been try ing 
to bring his rivals into the 
fold. 

Palestinian leaders have 
said they should present a 
united from ahead of cru- 
cial peace talks with Israel 
in which the final borders 
of the Palestinian entity 
will be determined, as well 
as the future of Jerusalem 
and the Jewish settlements 


Turkey says it will not 
transfer Israeli military 
know-how to Muslims 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) — 
Turkey's aimed forces chief- 
of-siaff began a visit to Israel 
on Monday after vowing not 
to transfer Israeli military 
technology to other Islamic 
countries without the authori- 
sation of the Jewish state. 

“Israel has nothing to fear,” 
General Ismail Hakki Kara- 
dayi said in an interview pub- 
lished on Monday in the 
Israeli newspaper Haaretz. 

“It is dear that transfer of 
military know-how to another 
country is only possible with- 
in the context of an agree- 
ment," be said. 

“Thrirey has always tried to 
maintain good relations with 
both Israel and Arab coun- 
tries,*' the Turkish armed 
forces chief added. “Military 
cooperation between our two 
countries should not be 
viewed as a negative thing.” 

Gen. Karadayi, the highest- 
ranking Turkish military offi- 
cer ever to visit the Jewish 
state, arrived later Monday 
for a four-day visit focusing 
on closer bilateral defence 
cooperation. 

The Turkish armed forces 
chief was to meet Prime Min- 
ister Benyamin Netanyahu. 
Defence Minister Yitzhak 
Mordechai and his Israeli 
counterpart. General Amnon 
Shahak. during his stay. 

Turkey and Israel concluded 
a framework agreement on 
military cooperation a year 
ago which drew fire from a 
number of Arab stares. 

They agreed six months ago 
to cooperate in the field of 
military technology and three 
months ago signed an agree- 
ment on military cooperation 
in 1997. 

This accord calls for the 
holding this year of the first 
joint military manoeuvers 
between she two countries. 
According to Turkish military 
sources, Gen. Karadayi will 
discuss the exercises during 


his talks here. 

The sources also said that 
the first of Turkey's ageing 
Phantom F-4E fighter- 
bombers may arrive in Israel 
this week to to be equipped 
with sophisticated radar, navi- 
gation and electronic warfare 
equipment 

An Israeli company has 
agreed to upgrade 54 Turkish 
F-4Es under a 1995 accord 
under which Israel granted 
Turkish a S600 million line of 
credit 

Turkey’s Islamist Prime 
Minister Necmetrin Erbakan 
initially opposed the agree- 
ment but approved it under 
pressure from the military on 
Dec. 6. 

Asked by Haaretz about 
opposition to his visit from 
Turkish Islamists, the general 
said: “The secular and democ- 
ratic character of the Turkish 
republic, enshrined in the con- 
stitution. cannot be modified. 

“Turkey and Israel are the 
only democratic countries in 
the region and they have a 
similar approach to security 
problems, something which 
makes it easier for us tot 
develop our relations," he 
said. 

‘Turkey has always tried to 
maintain good relations with 
Israel and with the Arab coun- 
tries.” he said in the inter- 
view published Monday. “I 
believe my visit will con- 
tribute to developing the 
expanding relations between 
the two armies.” 

The discussions were also 
expected to address allega- 
tions that Iran is secretly pro- 
viding Russian-made short- 
range Scud missiles to Syria, 
the Turkish newspaper Hur- 
riyci newspaper said. 

Turkey accuses Syria of aid- 
ing separatist Kurdish rebels 
and fears the missiles may fall 
into rebel hands. Israel is con- 
cerned the missiles could hit 
Israeli towns. 
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Rain ‘takes us off 
guard, ’ again 

IN THE beginning there was drought: then drops of 
rainfall, then overwhelming floods that swept a thirsty 
country. But somehow the long-sought lor God’s gilt 
brought with it inevitable backlashes. 

It seems that we arc always taken off guard b> 
everything. We should have anticipated possible 
heavy rains rather than sit idle by and wan for thing* 
to happen. 1 am sure that uc couJJ have saved the 
lives of the three unfortunate children who tragically 
died on their wav to school. 

It is scandalous to witness such tragedies in a mod- 
em capital like Amman, where we do not expect peo- 
ple to drown from rainfall, even in the most extraor- 
dinary situations. 

Who is to blame? Is it the parents who sent the chil- 
dren out alone in such bad weather? Or is it the 
authorities which should have prepared the infrastruc- 
ture and necessary culverts To cope with heavy rain? 

But wc did not only loose lives on ihai black Sun- 
day. 1 am sure much of the water did not find its way 
to proper reservoirs, hence the benefits ,ue not hound 
to reach our expectations in a seemingly droughty 
year. I am excluding the several million cubic metre’s 
which were collected in key d.uns, according lo offi- 
cials. 

However, a few may have found gixnl news m the 
floods, which swept away the tiles and records of the 
Tax Department building in Tlaa Al Ali. which suf- 
fered roof leaks. 


Kuwait frees 10 Jordanians 


(Continued from puge 1) 

relevant authorities “had 
undertaken all the prepara- 
tions and measures to release 
those included in the noble 
emiri act and had informed 
the families of those to he 
released so (hat they amid 
meet them at the moment of 
release.” 

Twelve of those to he 
released were imprisoned for 
“cases of slate security.” 
including 10 Jordan ans and 
two Kuwaitis. The charges as 
stated in the ministry state- 
ment related lo “collabora- 
tion” with the Iraqi occupa- 
tion forces. 

The release came after 
reports that unidentified Arab 
countries were mediating 
with Kuwait lo release all Jor- 
danian prisoners held in con- 
nection with the Iraqi occupa- 
tion. 


ELirhcr MoiiJ.o. lutcrm.i- 
tinu Mmistci Marwan 

Muasher told a press hneung 
that efforts to scenic the livc- 
doni of all Jordanian prison- 
ers were continuing 
The mmistei also appealed 
to the press mu to sensation- 
alise the issue, poitiuiig out 
that media reports ot the 
efforts had always lven 
awiiier-pmJiicme 
Reports m the local press 
last month said Kuwaiti 'spe- 
cial forces" had stunned the 
SuliiihiY.i prison on Ian. 22 
and heal up Jordanian prison- 
ers, leaving some of ihein 
injured. 

Kuwait strongly denied the 
reports and ihe Omani 
ambassador. rwhn • I ; 

visited the tail on Feb. ‘3 
with his Qatari counterpart at 
the invitation ot Kuwaiti offi- 
cials. said the treatment ot the 
prisoners was “excellent." 


Ground covered on bilateral issues 


(Continued from page 1) 

Palestinian territory as a cap- 
tive market for Israeli products 
and severely curtail the 
potential of trade between the 
Kingdom and the Palestinians. 

On other issues. Dr. Muash- 
er. who declined to be specific, 
said Jordon lodged a protest 
against Israeli treatment of Jor- 
danians visiting the Jewish 
state. That was a reference io 
“ security questioning" that 
many Jordanians say they 
were subjected to while cross- 
ing the bridges. 

The minister said he was 
aware of at least three cases 
where Jordanians were 
detained after such question- 
ing. He declined to elaborate. 
But one known case is that of 
Halem Istanbouli. a Jordanian 
engineer who was detained on 
Dec. 26 as he was rcrumJng io 
Jordan after a family visit to 
the West Bank. 

Dr. Muasher noted that the 
Japanese government is offer- 
ing to finance die expansion of 
the King Hussein Bridge 
across the River Jordan but the 
project could not be finalised 
before the sovereignty of the 
other side of the bridge — the 
West Bank — was determined. 

The Japanese offer is sepa- 
rate from a S7 million gram 
that Tokyo has already given 
to help modernise the Sheikh 
Hussein Bridge in the north, 
one of two official border 
crossings between the 
Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan 
and the Stale of Israel. The 
other is the Wadi Araba cross- 
ing in the south. 

The minister declined lo dis- 
close the Israeli response when 
the issue was raised, but said, 
“we will be following up 


closely on these matters.” 

Similarly. Jonltn also sought 
an ”01110101 Israeli response” to 
a request it made to secure Jor- 
danian-owned property in 
Israeli-controlled territory, 
including Arab East Jerusalem. 

A recent statement issued by 
the Israeli embassy here indi- 
cated that Israel continued lo 
treat such property under an 
“absentee property law" enact- 
ed in 1950: it meant that the 
Jewish state was free to appro- 
priate the properties, if it round 
fit to do so. under certain con- 
ditions. 

Dr. Muasher recalled that 
Jordan had sent a formal letter 
to Israel concerning the iv.ee 
shortly alter he became the 
Kingdom's first ambass.ijor to 
the Jewish state in early 1 995. 
“We have asked for a formal 
response to our representa- 
tion.” he said. 

Another issue of concern to 
Jordan /% the continued deten- 
tion of nearly 20 Jordanians in 
Israel on charges -lemming 
from resistance activities ih.it, 
technically, came u< an end 
with the signing ot the l‘W4 
peace ireaiy. 

Israel released IS Jordanian 
prisoners since the signing ot 
die treaty, bill continues to 
hold other*, almost all of them 
scrv ing term alter cunv iclcd of 
involvement in attacks that led 
io the death ot Israelis. 

Dr. Muasher noieJ that 
Israeli law Joes Hot allow 
amnesty for anyone convicted 
of killing Israelis, but he 
expressed hope llial a formula 
would he found to secure a 
"special pardon” ihai would 
involve the president, the 
senior-most ntilitaiy court and 
the defence minister of Israel. 


Netanyahu seeks to shift blame 


(Continued from page 1) 

However, two members of 
his cabinet — Public Security 
Minister Avigdor Kahalani and 
Trade Minister Natan Sharan- 
sky — said the government 
should fall if the allegations 
turned out to be uve. Yossi 
Sarid. leader of the opposition 
Meretz Party, has demanded 
that Mr. Netanyahu suspend 


himself unlit ihe iiivesiigation 
is completed. 

Israeli media, citing police 
sources, reported last week dial 
police believe they 1 
enough evidence io brine 
charges against at least one 
senior government official. 
Media reports also said police 
were also trying to find a 
slate’s witness in the case. 
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Arabs taking bigger share 
of world fertiliser production 


Analyst sees dollar reaching 
130 yen, 1.80 marks in one year 


CAIRO (AFP) — Arab 
countries are capturing a 
bigger share of the world 
fertiliser trade as they try to 
cope with growing food 
demand, experts from 25 
nations were told during a 
conference here. 

“The Middle East and 
North Africa is very impor- 
tant because raw materials 
for the production of fer- 
tilisers are highly avail- 
able” said Luc Maene. sin- 
gling out phosphate, nitro- 
gen and potash as the key 
regional products. 

Mr. Maene, secretary 
general of the Paris-based 
International Fertiliser 
Association (IFA), was 
speaking on the sidelines of 
a conference organised 
jointly with the Arab Fer- 
tiliser Association (AFA) 
which ended Thursday. 

“The Arab Gulf is a cheap 
source of energy for the 
production of nitrogen,” he 
said, also singling out Jor- 
dan’s “tremendous deposits 
of phosphate.” 

“This has meant that over 
the years a huge chunk of 
production has shifted from 
western Europe to the Mid- 
dle East where raw materi- 
als are present,” he said, 
adding that this had helped 


cut costs for all concerned 
parties. 

According to the AFA. 
the production of raw mate- 
rials such as phosphate rock 
and sulphur in the Arab 
region increased from 1980 
to 1995 and was due to rise 
further by the year 2000. 

For the past 15 years, 
phosphate rock production 
stood at around 35 million 
tonnes, and production was 
to climb to about 47 million 
tonnes by the year 2000. 
when 20 million tonnes 
would be available for 
export. 

Phosphate rock consump- 
tion also increased consid- 
erably during that period 
from seven million tonnes 
in 1980 to about 18.7 mil- 
lion tonnes in 1995 while 
sulphur consumption 
jumped by 204 per cent, 
AFA Secretary General 
Mahmoud Abu Khader 
said. 

Output of ammonia — 
consumed locally to pro- 
duce nitrogen fertilisers 
such as urea and ammoni- 
um nitrate — increased by 
2 1 7 per cent and production 
was to reach 10.3 million 
tonnes in the year 2000, he 
said. 

Present production of 


potash fertilisers — pro- 
duced exclusively by Jor- 
dan in the Arab region out- 
side Israel — stands at 1 .8 
million tonnes and could 
reach 2.2 million tonnes in 
the year 2000. 

Experts said this meant a 
boom in the number of pro- 
jects and joint ventures in 
the region. 

Mr. Abu Khader said 
three major phosphate rock 
projects were expected in 
the coming five years: the 
Shidiya plant in Jordan. 
Abu Tart our in Egypt and 
A1 Jalameed in Saudi Ara- 
bia. 

IFA external relations 
manager Jack Whelan 
stressed that development 
of the fertiliser industry 
was necessary to “improve 
agriculture to satisfy food 
demand.” 

For Abdul Moneim Akil. 
chairman and managing 
director of A1 Nasr Fertilis- 
er and Chemical Co., the 
fertiliser industry “is the 
industry of the future.” 

“Land reclamation will 
intensify in the next decade 
... in the Sinai and Western 
deserts and upper Egypt so 
we have to expand to insure 
food production," Mr. Akil 
said. 


A1 Nasr produces 40 per 
cent of Egypt’s fertiliser 
output, second to Abu Qir 
Fertilisers and Chemical 
Industries which accounts 
for 50 per cent of the 6.5 
million tonnes produced by 
Egypt annually. 

Smaller firms supply the 
rest. 

Most of it is consumed at 
home. 

A1 Nasr is hoping to set 
up a joint stock company 
with Arab and Egyptian 
investors later this year at a 
cost of $250 million to pro- 
duce 1 ,200 tonnes of 
ammonia and 1,750 tonnes 
of urea daily. Mr. Akil said. 

Asked how all this would 
affect the environment, Mr. 
Akil and Osama Alganainy, 
chairman of the Abu Qir 
Company, said measures 
had been adopted by both 
firms over the past five 
years to revamp old facili- 
ties and update technology. 

“There is no conflict 
between the environment 
and fertilisers. The alterna- 
tive would spell hunger. 
Therefore it is our duty to 
apply the correct dose of 
fertilisers in the soiL” Mr. 
Alganainy said. 


HONG KONG (AFP) — The 
US. dollar is likely to climb to 
130 yen and 1.80 marks in one 
year boosted by favourable inter- 
est rates and a growing U-S. 
economy, an economist said here 
Monday. 

“Strong economies breed 
strong currencies," said chief 
economist at US. firm MariB 
Lynch, Donald Straszheim. 

“Wfe believe the dollar will con- 
tinue to rise despite the Group of 
Seven iG-7) statement in Berlin,” 
that the dollar had risen for 
enough, he told a seminar here. 

“One diing the G-7 ( industri- 
alised nations) could do will be to 
manipulate the interest rates bur 
these actions are not believable in 
the market place,” he added. 

Mr Straszheim said a drop in 
the interest rates in the United 
States, where the economy is in 
its 71st consecutive month of 
growth, was as unlikely as a rise 


in the rates in Japan and Germany 
where the ecoQomies were weak. 

Interest rates in rite United 
States are bet we en 400 and 500 
base points higher than in Japan 
and 100 to 200 base points high- 
er titan in Germany, be said, 
adding "differentials are likely to 
persist throughout 1997." 

Merrill Lynch did not think the 
VS. Federal Reserve (Fed) 
would move before the final 
quarter of die year with a growth 
of 25 base points. 

“Ar the next cyclical peak. Fed 
funds will not go above six per 
cent,” he said. 

In the meantime the “die stock 
market in the United States in all 
of 1997 will remain jittery and 
nervous because the first signs of 
inflation are already developing 
and this is likely to be the source 
of the next market decline and the 
source of the next interest rate 


"Markets would be well served 

to watch carefully for any sign 
that wages are accelerating'' as 
that is where the danger would 
be,he warned. 

The Eurofsan monetary union 
was “very important” for the 

future of rite mark against the dol- 
lar, although die greenback was 
likdy to continue to rise against 
the mark, he said. 

“Germany’s economy is not 
competitive in the world, they 
have not yet made the govern- 
mental reforms that they must 
achieve to become more compet- 
itive,” he said. 

‘They continue to least, as 
much of Europe, the dismantling 
of the welfare stare and they 1 are 
behind in new rechnologiesr the 
economist said 

"All of these are fxtots that 
tend to help strengthen the dollar 
against the mark." Me 
Straszheim said. 


Romania unveils ‘work, sweat and austerity’ steps 


BUCHAREST (R) — 

Romanian Prime Minister 
Vicror Ciorbea has unveiled 
tough reforms, promising 
only “work, sweat and auster- 
ity” to put his country’s econ- 
omy on a market footing, with 
renewed support from 
international lenders. 

Mr. Ciorbea, flanked by key 
coalition government minis- 
ters. detailed what be called 
“a programme designed to 
save the national economy" 
during a news conference. 

“The cor£-;of dps pro- , 
gramme wiU : be 'radical " 
reform of production, con- 
sumption, monetary, currency 
and capital markets and stim- 
ulation of free initiative,” he 
said of sweeping reforms 
drafted together with 
International Monetary Fund 
(IMF) and World Bank 
experts. 

The package also included 
social protection steps aimed 
at cushioning the impact of 
liberalisation of prices, 
including meat, milk, bread 


and energy, on the most dis- 
advantaged citizens. 

Mr. Ciorbea urged fellow 
Romanians to understand the 
necessity of the painful 
reforms, which he said would 
further dent their living stan- 
dards and push many workers 
into unemployment as the 
government streamlines loss- 
making communist-era indus- 
tries. 

Stepping up privatisation of 
state industries and of the 
banking sectors would also 
take ceptre stage,' be said. ■ ■ , 

“By erid-1997,'we musTput 
a total of 3,600 companies 
into private hands, accounting 
for 69 per cent of the total 
number of companies up for 
privatisation,’' Mr. Ciorbea 
said. 

“I can only promise you 
work, sweat and austerity,” he 
said, paraphrasing the proph- 
esy by Britain’s World War II 
Prime Minister Winston 
Churchill to his fellow coun- 
trymen of future “blood, 
sweat and tears." 


“We are the generation 
which has the chance to save 
Romania,” added Mr. Cior- 
bea, who earned his reputa- 
tion as a no-nonsense labour 
leader during bard-fought 
negotiations with previous 
post-communist govern- 
ments. 

His coalition cabinet faces 
the difficult task of keeping 
trade unions at bay. while 
bringing bulging deficits and 
inflation under control. 

Bucharest is seeking around 
$1 bUlipn in new loans from 
the -Biff and World ,13'jffik: 
Both lenders suspended cred- 
its for Romania last year over 
foreign currency market curbs 
and overspending by the for- 
mer leftists in an election 
year. 

“We cannot succeed on our 
own.” said Mr. Ciorbea. 
whose centrist coalition gov- 
ernment came in after ex- 
communists were removed 
from office during elections 
last November. 

The government had negoti- 


THE Daily Crossword 


ACROSS 
1 Impudent talk 
5 Improvised 
accompaniment 
9 Picasso 
14 Golf green 
s 


15 PartofAMA: 
abbr. 

16 Actor Delon 

17 Fragrance 

18 Nothing, in 
Cozumel 

19 Type of 
magazine 

20 X 

22 Lone Ranger’s 
sidekick 


ated “tooth and nail" with 
IMF, World Bank and Euro- 
pean Union experts to achieve 
accords on financing for the 
reform programme, be said, 
but gave no details. 

Romania expected a first 
tranche of a new 12-month 
stand-by loan accord negoti- 
ated with the fund to come in 
by April, Mr. Ciorbea said, 
without quoting figures. 

The government would sub- 
mit to parliament up to 90 
bills, aiming to bring existing 
.laws m .line with European 
' standards, arid to create facili- 
ties to attract foreign 
investors. “We count on a 
massive inflow of direct for- 
eign investments this year. We 
bad been starved of this kind 
of investments,” Mr. Ciorbea 
said. 

Romania, eastern Europe's 
second-largest market after 
Poland, has seen only a frac- 
tion of the foreign investment 
poured into more advanced 
ex-communist neighbours. 

“I know how humiliated we 
felt when in the race for the 
third millennium, we saw the 
Czech Republic, Hungary, 
Slovenia and Poland race past 
us,” said ■ Mr. Ciorbea. He 
pledged swiftly to bridge that 
development gap. 


24 Disapprove 

25 3/17 

28 NX parrot 

a 

HUB 

■ 

■ 

a 

■ 

■ 

32 Cow sound 

B 


a 



creator 

38 Kind of cookie 

39 7/4 

a 

a 


— 



43 Cincinnati nine 

44 Pentateuch 

by Stanley 

B. Whitt 

en 


45 Aves. 

46 Leave quickly 
49 Dead heat 

51 4/1 
57 Fir© 

59 Distribute 

60 Pierre's school 

61 Concerning 
63 Within: pret. 

65 Elevator man 

66 Disney dog 

67 B-G connection 

68 First name of 
37D 

69 — Principle 

70 Sod 

71 — bien 


DOWN 

1 Sights 

2 CPA activity 

3 Jazz tune 

4 Run of luck 

5 Mover’s truck 

6 Name in violins 

7 Red wine 

8 Joker 

9 Eastern temple 


10 Boxing great 

1 1 Farm enclosures 
"T2 Leslie Caron 

role 

13 Agate variety 
21 Exorbitant 
23 Monogram of 
35A 

26 Abnormal 
breathing sound 

27 Healing plant 

30 Tidy 

31 Playthings 

32 Certain warhead 

33 Draft status 

34 One standing 
alone 

36 Superior mind 

37 Auberjonois TV 
role 

40 Company plan 
letters 

41 MiL alliance 

42 Santiago’s land 
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47 Guest speaker 

48 Part of RSVP 
50 Companion 

52 Cheese dish 

53 Water mammal 

54 One who is 
overly fond of 


55 Woman's dress 
shape 

56 Affirmatives 

57 Lif Abner creator 

58 Talented 
62 Indian 

64 Switch position 
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horoscope 

FORECAST 
FOR TUESDAY 
FEBRUARY 25. 14a 


B}- Thomas S. Piersont 
Astrologer. Carroll ~ 
Rightcr Foundation 
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ARIES: (March 21 
April 19) If you n 
some important busin 
information today, con 
only there people v 
you know are relia 
Take no risks while 
ving on the highway l 
this evening, so you Wl 
gel into any difficulties. 
TAURUS: (April 20 
May 20) Use your e 
rnon sense today to 
further business inte 
and thereby make ; 
career activities more 
eessful. Make use of y 
free time later this ever 
to plan out a schedule 
the days ahead. 

GEMINI: (May 21 
June 2 1 ) Labour with v 
mate today io make a p 
of action which will 
you both get your c 
activities completed 
efficiently- Improve yoirc 
credit so that you vvi H 
have extra funds for 
rainy time. 

MOON CHILPRE' 
(June 22 to July 21) Yl 
close friends are one of 
your mast valuable assets 
at this time, so show your 
appreciation to them.; 
Schedule your time care- 
fully in the days ahead so 
that you can make career 
activities quite successful 
with your efforts. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 
21) A superior who 
always speaks his or her 
mind can provide advice 
which will help you to 
become more productive 
and successful. Later this 


evening will be good to 


meet with knowledgeable 
people and discuss any 
strategy. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to 
September 22) Get the 
help of an out-of-tower 
today to arrange parties 
and recreational activities 
for the days ahead. Pay 
special attention later this 
evening to your health so 
that you won’t come 
down with some mysteri- 
ous illness. 

LIBRA: (September 23 
to October 22) Take some 
time today to discuss vari- 
ous home life difficulties 
with your family, thereby 
you can relieve any ten- 
sion which could exist 1 
Get your home in order 
for any special guests 
which happen to drop in. 
SCORPIO: (October 23 
to November 21 ) You cm 
have a meeting today with 
a fellow associate whose 
ideas are similar to your 
own and thereby get many 
tasks completed. Handle: 
your correspondence widi 
great dispatach and yon. 
will gain recognition from 
bigwigs. 

SAGITTARIUS: ** 

(November 22 to Decemfr 
ber 21) Know what youf- 
financial situation is today 
before you incur any more 
debts. Take advantage of 
any ideas given to you^ 
from experts and thereby 
you can gain the success 
and prosperity which you 
have long searched for. 
CAPRICORN: (Decem- 
ber 22 to January 20 ) You 
can gain some long 
sought-after goals easily 
today, so make every 
effort to achieve them. Bo: 
sociable later this evening,-., 
however steer clear of a 7 
superior who is on an ego 
trip and wants to take 
over. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 
to February 19) Try ten 
make a favour you do- 
today for your family ben-_ 
eht you as well. If yourj 
mate requests information' 
about a private matter, b$ 

t0 ^ ** ^at he oijj 
she will be appreciative 
of your actions, ? 

PISCES: (February 20 to: 
March 20) A good friend 
who ls interested in vour 
weltare can tell you today 
hpw to brighten your life. 
This person can also help: 
you financially, so make; 
^ ery effort to be as inves-j 
trgative of him or her with! 
great success . 1 
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Business & Finance 

High oil prices boost UAE hank profits 


\«* -i. * « 

'■■'‘■■mu. 

i.m rv , S ;- 

Ni - ! ' :n, j. w 2fl, 

WtlV; f} 1 ** Cfr 

( '-<S 

plan,,,,, S 

‘•‘■MlM: ... i 

-suS* 

c: . („ ■ V^e t 

^ *? 

‘ ^tn luni , l 

time 

lni -*niis are de" 

■:: , ’ ,!WM ***£ 

s']* 1 * ■ if lifm 10 l 

NkU-uuk \our [inu^ 

.=■ 'h 

i...t. > i -u c^n naoke ce 
■ k!! .' ,lw * Hu»e soccer 
n *■ !1 ’“’uierfi^ 
i n.»: tJuh :: toAlt 

■'■‘ l,! '* fc>| 

C.ffl pTiAlilt^ 

,, ' !, *'-‘ ! i "ill help yog 

■ v ‘- nuw pi^. 

■ ■-’ ^k'l L'SNlul, Lm- 

will Ivflti 

•".v; \iih kiKm|flj£ 

. •■■■:'\ ^nd dis.1®; 

i ' : *r> 

j \ lUliO: \.\uiusi X 
j vi-lvr tii 
. '••>■! .11! .'«4« 

! •-..■• aminspE 

| . ■•' : ^•:V.!lU'TtJ JCIP! 

j • -±i\' ahfal: 

J .sucniii'ii to: 

i . * tiMourkalt 

j • U'll ftODl £f 

] t>|||) vimM 

• ’ % Vijs* 

j I li;R v: iScpkate 
..■ 1 5 .-.f!vr 22 ' TjLtv 
! ■ ■ .. \L:J li' ‘KU^ 

1 . .• . hw Jifw 

• kinnl}. llB 

; relurw J?t 

j s- -hull tOuUfl 

\ , •.: i.--" honk 1 ** 

1 • .i'i) '|\vul ? 

! ■.. ••. i :-.j;’jvnii'itoF 

: si t nil’ll): tunfc 

! .• \.-\.MilVI ’I 1 '®' 

j ; 

j .i\ .,wA1* fc 

j .-:ro Niiintr^? 

f .... . .-.--.j 

I ■. i-. ltlph'k'J- ® 

i , .. ■ 

! . 

j ^ ■; : .\v2® n,,ir 

, V '.'- ^yu 

j ., 1 , 11 : 1 ®^ 

1 

l 

' •• . . , 

; ■ "■ ":::; ..ujii* 8 

I ' ‘.Viitnfcf 

: V u:vntj 

i ' . -■‘'•'•i 

, VI-KK l* 1 ^ 

; .... ' . 

vflt ' 

..At 


■ j!U n * . 

* ■ i~ m ‘' 

. .■! i h * 

..1." A . 

.. .|V>" - 


vuk« iiS: u:v 

• ■' ..u'lS , 
...... ■■ . <1 ' 

': , “‘ -l ‘ .L t 1 

•*■••" . tn b y 

. I”' .. 

' " ’. ' 1% 


i’‘ si ! N :,‘ 

K’. ‘- "l 

■" ■■ " 


’.» • 1 . . .'ll. 




ABU DHABI (AFP) — A 
surge in ofl pices and lower 
provsions for doubtful and 
bad loans boosted *e net pmf- 

jts of the United Arab Emuuies 
(UAE) banks to one of their 
highest levels in 1996, bankets 
have sad. 

The Golf country's 47 banks 
are get to announce an increase 
of between five and 20 per cant 
in their net profits as most of 
than have nearly overcome 
the bad debt problem that jolt- 
ed die banking sector in mid 
1980s. 

'Initial mformauon from the 
national and foreign banks 


showed their profits were gen- 
erally higher than the 1995 
earnings. Only one or two 
banks win likely report slight- 
ly lower profits,” a UAE bank 
m a nag er said. 

‘This means their combined 
profits will be the highest since 
the oil boom. Their increase 
was caused mainly by the 
surge in oil prices, which 
boosted economic growth and 
spending by the government 
and the private sector.” he 
pointed oul 

The UAH’s 19 national 
banks and 28 foreign units rely 
heavily on providing loans and 



Ministry weighing requests to hold 
fairs for Israeli industries this year 

** THE MINISTRY of Industry and Trade is study- 
ing the possibility of allowing Israel to hold or to par- 
ticipate in three international fairs in Amman this 
yean The ministry, which is the concerned party to 
authorise holding various international fairs in Jor- 
dan, has not yet signalled any approval or disapproval 
for bolding the fairs which were requested by Israeli 
private sector companies to be held at different times 
during this year. 

It has been leamt that the first fair, to be entitled 
“The Security and Protection Fair,” will be organised 
from April 14 to 17 of this year by the Arab Security 
and Protection Corporation. The second, to be enti- 
tled “The Peace Building Fair,” will be organised by 
the Wings Coiporation from Aug. 1 1 to 14. No date 
has yet been fixed for the third fair which was sched- 
uled to open last month but was postponed until fur- 
ther notice. The fair had been organised by the Gold- 
en Group under the title of “Israeli Industries Fair.” 

The three fairs were listed among the 1997 plan for 
local and international fairs prepared by the Jordan 
Export Development and Commercial Centres Cor- 
poration (JEDCO). Preliminary reservations were 
made for them to be held at the Amm an International 
Fair building at Maij AI Hammam on the grounds 
that these fairs are international, grouping many 
countries among them Israel, an official sources at 
JEDCO said. He added that the corporation may 
object to the fairs and may not lease the premises if it 
turns out that the fairs will only be for Israeli indus- 
tries especially after the protests that erupted against 
the first Israeli fair last year (Al Dustour), 


Preparations start to negotiate 
rescheduling Jordan % 97/98 debt 

** CONTACTS HAVE started with the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) over the necessary arrange- 
ments to' reschedule Jordan’s debt through the Paris 
Chib, for the period extending from May 29, 1997 
until the end of the restructuring programme in 1998. 
The debt during the period mentioned amounts to 
$420 million. Finance Minister Marwan Awad said 
his ministry has started preparing the tables of com- 
mercial debt and the repayments as well as other 
details to present a comprehensive package to the 
creditors. The package will also include the necessary 
information about the Jordanian economy and the 
complete results of the reform programme, the min- 
ister added (Al Dustour). 



“If I remember to send you flowers 
for Valentine’s Day, do you 
promise to be thrilled?” 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
9 by Hanri Arnold »d Mlk» AruHon 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one fetter to each square, to form 

four on Jnary' words. 

DAAHE I 


niBamHiwd. 


They mate 
tt look easy 


RUCOS 


ELYSEP 


LAFICA 


Answer hem: 


WHAT THE YOUNG- 
5TEF25’ THEATRIfiAL 
PROPUCTION V'JAS. 

mmJ 

Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Saturday's 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: PILOT TOXIC FRUGAL GUTOJ 
Answer Where Dad ended up 

their vacation -ON A GUILT TRIP 


credits as other investment 
opportunities in the region are 
limited. 

Central bank figures showed 
their loans and credits to the 
public and private sector in the 
UAE grew to around 94.16 
billion dirhams {$25.65 bil- 
lion) by the end of September 
from 91-58 billion dirhams 
($24.95 billion) by the end of 
1995. Bankers said die figure 
had likely increased by more 
than one billion dirhams (S272 
million) by the end of 1996. 

Their assets also rose to a 
record 186.16 billion dirhams 
($50.72 billion) from 180.89 
billion dirhams ($4928 bil- 
lion). 

OD provides more than two- 
thirds of the UAE’s income 
and this has made its economy 
highly vulnerable to price fluc- 
tuations. 

A surge of nearly $3 in crude 
prices last year boosted the 
total revenues of the Gulf 
OPEC producer by nearly $2 
billion while its economy was 
expected to have jumped by 
around lOpercenL 


“There was a sharp increase 
in the credit and lending activ- 
ity lay the UAE banks last year, 
mainly in trade, construction 
and industry" a banker said.' 1 
Another important factor is 
that most banks have over- 
come the bad debt problem 
that had consumed the bulk of 
their profits." 

The problem was caused by 
a rush in extending loans by 
most banks during die oil 
boom of the late 1970s and 
early 1980s. Many debtors 
failed to pay bade after a 
decline in oil prices plunged 
the region into a recession in 
the mid 19S0s. 

Several banks were forced to 
set all their profits for bad debt 
provisions over the following 
years while others merged to 
avert collapse. 

National banks reported a 
15-year-high net profit of 2.1 
billion dirhams ($572 million I 
in 1995 because of higher 
credits, mainly to trade, which 
surged by around 10 per cent 
to 862 billion dirhams ($23.4 
billion). 


Only two banks have so far 
released their 1996 balance 
sheets, showing high profits. 
One of them was the Union 
National Bank, which has 
changed its name from the 
Bank Of Credit and Com- 
merce Emirates following the 
collapse of the UAE-con- 
trolled Bank of Credit and 

Commerce lruemaaonal. 

A1 Mashreq Bank, one of the 
biggest banks in the Gulf, said 
it would invite its general 
assembly for a meeting soon to 
approve higher 1996 profits, 
which it attributed to more 
credits and personal loans. 
“1996 was a good year for Al 
Mashreq and the other UAE 
banks, which 1 believe have 
boosted their net profits by an 
average 10 per cent," its chair- 
man Abdul Aziz Al Ghurair 
said. 

The stronger performance 
by the banks and companies 
trading in the local stock mar- 
ket pushed up the price of their 
shares by an average 23 per 
cent in 1996, according to 
stockbroker Zuhair Kaswani. 


Jordan Times, Tuesday, February 25, 1997 

Jordan -to host 34th meeting 
of Arab Chambers of Trade, 
Industry and Agriculture next year 


AMMAN (Petra) — Jor- 
dan will host the 34th 
meeting of the Arab Cham- 
bers of Trade, Industry and 
Agriculture in Amman 
next year, Jordanian 
Chambers of Trade Chair- 
man Haidar Murad 
announced Monday fol- 
lowing his return from 
Cairo where he attended 
the 33rd meeting of the 
chambers. 

Mr. Murad said the Jor- 
danian delegation extended 
an invitation to the Arab 
states for hosting (he con- 
ference and the delegates 
accepted the invitation. 

Referring to the 33rd 
meeting . Mr. Murad said 
that upon Jordan's request , 
the delegates included in 
their final statement a 
clause calling on the Arab 
states to protect the Arab 
identity of occupied 


Jerusalem and to confront 
Israel’s attempts to judaise 
the Arab city. 

The delegates also called 
for efforts to end Israeli 
measures aimed at chang- 
ing the Arab character of 
the Holy City and to huh 
the digging under the Aqsa 
Mosque, and the building 
of more settlements around 
the city. Mr. Murad added. 

He said the delegates 
endorsed proposals for the 
creation of a pan -Arab 
free trade zone as of next 
year noting that (he 
process will take 10 years 
to complete . He indicated 
that the free trade zone was 
bound lo lead to the cre- 
ation of an Arab common 
market . 

Meanwhile, the secretary 
general of the Arab Cham- 
bers of Trade. Industry 1 and 
Agriculture. Burhan 


Dajani. said in Amman that 
the proposed free zone can 
by no means become a 
reality unless il is backed 
by a political decision to 
remove all customs barri- 
ers on trade among Arab 
countries. 

Stressing that there is 
dire need for such free 
trade zone. Dr. Dajani said 
that Arab rulers must exert 
efforts towards achieving 
that goal even though 
some Arab states still 
believe they are not ready 
for such move. 

Dr. Dajani said that (he 
free trade zone is bound to 
pave the ground for the 
Arab states’ entry into the 
World Trade Organisation 
which calls for the removal 
of all trade harriers among 
member nations. 


Piracy cost U.S. 
copyright industries 
$10.6 billion last year 
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PAST 12 
HICK 


MONTHS COMPANY’S SAME 
LOW 


OPEN CLOSX CHANGE 
PRICE PRICE 


266.000 205.000 
2.100 1.900 


WASHINGTON f AFP) — Piracy 
in 52 countries cost U.S. copyright 
industries 510.6 trillion last year, 
with Greece, Paraguay and Russia 
among the worst offenders, a trade 
association has charged here. 

The International lmrilft-ni.il 
Property Alliance (UPA) urged the 
US. trade representative to classify 
the three states as “priority" targets 
for possible US. trade sanctions if 
they do not improve anti-piracy 
enforcement by April 30. 

But the Business Software 
Alliance CBSAk grouping person- 
al computer software publishers, 
found that China “continues to 
show increased commitment to 
upholding the February 1995 
U-STSino intellectual property 
agreement” 

-Tbe-aDianee^qxxted that more 
than half the Chinese fadorienhat 
were turning out counterfeit CD- 
ROMs bad been shut down and 
raids by authorities on retailers of 
pirated goods stepped up. 

But it added that 95 per can of 
tiie sofiare in circulation in China 
was still prated, inflicting trade 
losses on the United States 
totalling 5507 million in 1996. 

The BSA uiged that the U.S. 
government to continue to raonitor 
Chinese compliance. 

It also said Hong Kong should 
be placed on a “priority watch list” 
as it remains “a leading transship- 
ment point for pirated goods trav- 
elling from the PRC (China) and 
Other parts of Asia.” 

The software alliance described 
bander enforcement in Hong Kbog 
as “weak" and said there was a crit- 
ical need for improved training of 
law enforcement officials. 

The essence of the BSA findings 
were ineorpesated into the broader 
report flora the IIPA, which dealt 
with a range of copyright indus- 


tries, such as motion pictures, 
music, records and videocasettes. 

‘The UPA report documents 
the huge losses to U.S. creative 
industries," said IIPA President 
Eric Smith. 

“These losses cut directly into 
growth of the U.S. economy and 
U.S. jobs The magnitude of the 
global copyright problem 
demands a decisive response from 
the U5. government under our 
trade laws.” he added. 

Charlene Barshefeky, U S. trade 
representative (USTR (-designate, 
has until April 30 to identify coun- 
tries that could be targets of trade 
sanctions under “special 301” pro- 
visions of a 1988 trade act 

The UPA study determined that 
“inadequate and sporadic" copy- 
right protection in Greece; parocu-' 
lariy of U.S. motion pictures, had 
harmed U.S. copyright industries 
for years. 

It faulted Paraguay for saving as 
an active transshipment centre for 
pirated products and said repealed 
promises by the government "to 
improve tins abysmal situation 
have not been foDowed by signifi- 
cant action." 

In Russia, according lo the QPA, 
between 70 and 90 per cent of the 
copyright products in circulation 
are prated, with damage to the 
United States estimated at 5878 
miUkia* ‘Copyright enforcement 
tin Russia) has been virtually non- 
existent for years," according to the 
UPA 

Once designated by the USTR 
as 301 priorities, countries con 
negotiate with U.S. authorities for 
a period of six to nine months. At 
the end of the consultations, if no 
improvertKxos in enforcement are 
detected, sanctions can be 
imposed. 
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World gems, hand made in Jordan in 18 & 21 k. gold. 
A truly unique shop. 


Outstanding designs, 


Big furnished 
or unfurnished villa 
for rent 

Location: Behind New 

English School. 3 bedrooms, 
big reception, big garden, 
nice entrance. 

Abdoun Reaf Estate 
Tel: 810605 - 810609 
Fax: 810520 

* We have many villas and 
semi villas furnished or 
V unfurnished for rent ^ 


ifom/&£dw44 *. ? ttr f tmma* 



STUDIO HHIG 

Professional quality In 
1 hour service 
Develop your colour film 
at our shop and get 

* JUMBO photo size 
30% larger. 

* Free enlargement 
20x30 cm. 

Shmelsani - Opposite 
Grindlays Bank. 
Phone: 604042 
Sweifieh Tel: 823891 


CTOWT1 HOTEL 


- INDOOR HEATED 
SWIMMING POOL , 

- SAUNA, JACUZZI & 
MASSAGE 


•CLEANING .SERVICES 

HOMKOFFiCi.-v 
PUBLIC PLACES 

•MAINTENANCE SKRVKTS 
H FATING SYSTLMSfc 
PLUMBING 

•FORRKNT: 

nauxi: vn las and 

l-'LAT.S. iKLRNiSHHDi; 

UN FURNISH E-i) 
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DELUXE VILLAS AND 
APARTMENTS 
FURNISHED OR 
UNFURNISHED 

JAMAL 
REAL ESTATE 


V fo a&t a* £* icu*t 

Teppanyaki 
Sashimi 
« Sushi 



Quality Serviced Suites -fitness room jM W 

• One & Two Bedrooms * Folly 

.Equipped Kitchenettes * Daily & COURTS ™ 

Long Stay ’ Reasonable Rates 

TEL: 758180 

Radi® & TV Station Rd. 


FOR 
|| RENT 

;| ^ lioiuxt 1 \ liirts 
I in Amman 


For dotaite please cal! 

Ri: ifM 


TO ADVERTISE IN 

Jordan times 

CALL 

^66fmEXT223^ 

OR 

684311 - 699634 
^ EXT. 42 ^ 


TO ADVERTISE 
IN THIS 
SECTION 
CALL 

667171 EXT. 223 
OR 

684311 - 699634 
EXT. 42 
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Chang wins Memphis final 


MEMPHIS (R) — Top seed 
Michael Chang ended nine 
years of Frustration at the Sl 
J ude tennis tournament 
Sunday bv beating Todd 
Woodbridge in the finals of 
the 5825. 000 ATP Tour 
event. 

Chang, the world’s fourth- 
ranked player, had reached 
the semifinals at Memphis 
four times since turning pro 
here as a 16-year-old in 
19S8. but had never reached 
the championship singles 
match. 

He made the most of his 
first appearance, however, 
beatinc the eighth-seeded 
Australian 6-3 6-4. 

Chang, who celebrated his 
25th birthday Saturday, 
pocketed 5120,000 and 
earned enough computer 
points to jump into number 
three when the next rank- 
ings are issued on Monday. 

The diminutive American 
pressured the Australian's 
sene throughout. Chang 
broke Woodbridge's serve 
four times, despite the 
Australian saving nine other 
break-points. 

Chang improved to 1 1-2 
lifetime against 

Woodbridge. who won last 
month’s Australian hard- 
court event in Adelaide to 



Michael Chang 

trumpet his emergence as a 
singles player. Woodbridge 
and compatriot Mark 
Woodforde are the world’s 
top doubles team. 

Against Chang, 

Woodbridge, who had not 
lost a set in reaching the 
final, was hampered by a 
rash of unforced errors. 
Chang broke the Australian 
in the second game of the 
match and in the eighth 
game. 

Chang wasted little time 
in the second set. breaking 
Woodbridge in the opening 
game when Woodbridge 
netted a backhand. Chang 
stunned Woodbridge in the 


third game with a powerful 
forehand that led to another 
break and a 3-0 lead. 

Chang finished it with a 
booming ace and immedi- 
ately turned to his family in 
the stands and flashed a 
thumbs up. 

“It is such a thrill for me 
to win here," Chang said. 
“This is definitely one of 
my favourite tournaments to 
come to year after year." 

Woodbridge, winner of 
eight. Grand Slam doubles 
tides, had an easier trip to 
the finals than Chang. The 
Australian's march included 
victories over 13th seed 
Jonas Bjorkman, unseeded 


Jeff Tarango and unseeded 
Brazilian Gustavo Kuerten, 
who upset second seed 
Andre Agassi in the second 
round. 

Chang had to fight 
through Patrick Rafter, 15th 
seed Kenneth Carl sen, sev- 
enth seed Richey Reneberg 
and two-time Memphis 
champion Todd Martin in 
the semifinals. 

“It was a tough week of 
tennis for me ” Chang said. 

Chang said he expected to 
see more of Woodbridge in 
the finals of tour events in 
the coming years. 
Woodbridge, ranked 32nd, 
said he’s looking to reach 
the top 20 by year’s end and 
hopes to perform better in 
singles at Grand Slam 
events. 

Despite losing in straight 
sets, Woodbridge said he 
felt he played a more com- 
petitive match than in the 
past. Still, Chang’s speed 
and quickness were too 
much to overcome. 

“Michael has the best set 
of wheels in tennis,” 
Woodbridge said. “What 
makes him so dangerous are 
the first two to three steps 
and the takeoff. He can get 
to balls that at first he’s not 
sure where they are going.” 


Becker 
out again 
with wrist 
problem 


MILAN (AFP) — Boris 
Becker’s wrist injury jinx 
struck again on Sunday 
when he was forced to 
withdraw from next week’s 
Milan indoor evenL the 
third successive event he 
has pulled out of. 

The wrist. First injured 
last year at Wimbledon, has 
plagued the .German for 
‘ mi6st of the., month, forcing 
Becker to quit before a 
quarterfinal in Dubai and 
then pull out before playing 
even a shot last week in 
Antwerp. 

Goran Ivanisevic, who 
also pulled out of Antwerp 
with tendinitis in his pow- 
erful left serving shoulder, 
is down as top seed in 
Milan, ahead of Dutchman 
Richard Krajicek, who has 
played only in Dubai since 
his December knee 
surgery. 

Becker's place as third 
seed will be left vacant, 
with losing Antwerp final- 
ist Tim Henman of Britain 
coming in as the tourna- 
ment number four. 

German Michael Stich — 
beaten in Antwerp’s first 
round, where he lost in part 
as a result of his own 
chronic shoulder troubles 
— is seeded fifth. 

Sixth seeded is Spain’s 
Alberto Berosategui. with 
Antwerp champion Marc 
Rosset of Switzerland, last 
year's runner-up to 
Ivanisevic, the number 
seven. Spaniard Alex 
Corretja is seeded eighth. 

The Milan withdrawal 
list makes depressing read- 
ing for the organisers. 

Heading the list of those 
who have dropped out after 
Becker is World No. 8 
Thomas Enqvist of Sweden 
who is nurcing a right 
shoulder problem. 

Compatriot Magnus, who 
came back from shoulder 
surgery in 1994. is out with 
the same problem. 

Russian Yevgeny 

Kafelnikov has not been 
seen on a court for almost 
two months after damaging 
his right hand in a mystery 
accident in his Melbourne 
hotel prior to January's 
Australian Open, which he 
skipped. He will also not 
be playing. 


NBA trade question: will changes 
in latitude change attitudes? 


EAST RUTHERFORD 
(R) — “Changes in lati- 
tude. changes in attitude’’ 
was the hopeful theme 
song of the NBA trading 
season as two bad teams 
swapped a slew of problem 
personalities, but the elite 
dubs mostly stood paL 

The trade deadline 
passed Thursday night 
with a flurry of minor deals 
on the heels of a block- 
buster. However, only two 
top title contenders have 
made even one small tweak 
recently. 

The Chicago Bulls — 
favoured to win their fifth 
championship of the 
Michael Jordan era — 
made no changes. Why 
should they, as long as they 
have Jordan? 

Miami coach/general 
manager Pat Riley’s Heat, 
with the second-best 
record in the NBA. added 
small forward Jamal 
Mashbum to centre Alonzo 
Mourning and guard Tim 
Hardaway, capitalising on 
Don Nelson's demolition 
and reconstruction of the 
bickering Dallas 

Mavericks. 

Third best in the league, 
the Detroit pistons were 
content to keep on watch- 
ing the growth of the latest 
and greatest “next Jordan,” 
Grant Hill. 

Soaking up savvy from 
teammate Joe Dumars and 
spurred into nastier spirit 
by coach Doug Collins, 
Hill recently surprised a 
Madison Square Garden 
crowd by returning a fan’s 
obscenity in kind after 
pounding a series of one- 
on-one drives down the 
New York Knicks’ throats. 

No more goody two- 
shoes. no more Mr. nice 
guy. the tough New York 
fans murmured apprecia- 
tively. 

The Knicks, who wound 
up winning that battle, 
likewise made no trades, 
encouraged by the progress 
of the three new starters 
placed around Patrick 
Ewing this season: Allan 
Houston, Larry Johnson 
and Chris Childs. 

In the Western 
Conference, after injuries 
to centre Shaquille O’Neal 
and recently acquired for- 
ward Robert Horry, the Los 
Angeles Lakers picked up 
swingman George 


McCloud from the 
revamped New Jersey Nets 
to help hold the fort. 

Elden Campbell and 
rookie Travis Knight, 
drafted and quickly cast off 
by the bulls, were already 
doing a passable job mak- 
ing up for O’Neal’s 
absence. 

The sputtering Seattle 
Supersomcs, last year's 
runner-ups led by Shawn 
Kemp and Gary Payton, 
tampered with their chem- 
istry coming into this sea- 
son" but- stayed out of the 
laboratory come trading 
time, and despite their 
unhappiness remained 
right behind the Lakers in 
the standings. 

The Houston Rockets 
have been busy at the med- 
icine cabinet trying to keep 
veteran superstars Hakeem 
Olajuwon. Charles Barkley 
and Clyde Drexler healthy, 
but sought no mid-season 
injections of fresh talent. 
Neither did another vintage 
team, the Utah Jazz of John 
Stockton end Karl Malone. 

The two above-men- 
tioned changes — 
Mashbum and McCloud 
— were prelude and post- 
script to the blockbuster 
deal in which Nelson fin- 
ished cleaning out what he 
called the “mess" in Dallas 
by exchanging nine players 
with the Nets. Not one of 
last year’s Mavericks 
remains with Dallas. 

Both new-look teams 
were in action Thursday 
night and both lost, but 
more respectably than they 
had grown used to. 

In a five-point loss to 
Miami, the Nets’ new point 
guard Sam Cassell 
equalled the team high 
with 17 points, new centre 
Eric Montross had 12 
points and II rebounds 
(but looked immobile on 

defence) and All-Star for- 
ward Chris Gatling had 13 
points and 10 rebounds. 

Only guard Jimmy 
Jackson, expected to have 
the biggest future of them 
all, was off, shooting 2-for- 
9 for five points. Backup 
centre Joe Kleine was still 
on his way from the 
Lakers. 

“1 think we got a lot bet- 
ter overnight,” said the 
Nets’ Kendall Gill. Coach 
John Calipari, brought in 
with sweeping powers this 


season to “The swamp” in 
New Jersey, was giddy. 

Now he had players who 
could score without Him 
calling a set play on every 
possession, he exulted — 
and he also could look for- 
ward to up to $14 million 
(likely much less) in salary 
cap room in two years, 
along with a couple of 
draft picks. 

“I went for a run today 
and I ran faster than I have 
in a year and a half,” the 
■rookie NBA coach said. 

Calipari rolled the dice 
with the deal, but Nelson's 
gamble looked to be much 
the greater. 

Already scarred by sour 
relations with players in 
New York and Golden 
State, Nelson was leaning 
on the ultra-slim reed of 
Shawn Bradley, at 7 feet, 6 
inches (2.29 metres) the 
second tallest man in NBA 
history but more devoted to 
his family and religion 
than to the sport genetics 
thrust upon him. 

The Mavericks also 
picked up unhappy guards 
Robert pack and Khalid 
Reeves and little-used for- 
ward Ed O’Bannon. 

Bradley had 10 points, 10 
rebounds and six blocks 
despite feeling like “a lost 
sheep” in his Dallas debut, 
a two-point loss to the 
Milwaukee Bucks. Pack 
sat out the game with an 
ankle sprain and Reeves 
scored eight points before 
leaving with an injury. 

Sweet-shooting Sasha 
Danilovic, acquired from 
Miami in the Mashbum 
deal, was not with the 
Mavericks for the game. 

Point guard Mark 
Jackson, the NBA assists 
leader, headlined a six- 
player trade Thursday 
when he was sent back to 
Indiana with centre Lasalle 
Thompson and rookie for- 
ward Damn Ham for 
swingman Vincent Askew, 
guard Jerome Allen and 
forward Eddie Johnson, 
plus second-round draft 
picks in 1997 and 1998. 

Guard Ricky Pierce was 
part of another Denver 
trade, gave the Charlotte 
Hornets added depth when 
he was dealt for guard 
Anthony Goldwire and 
centre George Zidek. 


Rosset 
beats 
Henman 
to win EC 
tournament 


ANTWERP (R) — Big- 
serving Swiss Marc Rosset 
overwhelmed British num- 
ber one Tim Henman 6-2. 
7-5, 6-4 to win the $1 mil- 
lion European Community 
tennis championship 
Sunday. 

It was the 12th career sin- 
gles title for the 1992 
Olympic champion and his 
first since June 1995. 

Rosset, the World No. 23 
but unseeded here, was 
always in control and can- 
celled out most of 
Henman’s break points 
with his big serve, which 
he repeatedly hit at more 
than 200 kph. 

Sixth-seeded Henman, 
the World No. 19 who won 
his first ATP Tour title in 
Sydney last month, snug- 
gled with his own first ser- 
vice and with Rosset’s mix- 
ture of powerful ground 
strokes. 

It was the third final and 
just the fourth defeat in less 
than two months for 
Henman, who had never 
before played Rosset. but 
he did not find anything 
like his best form. 

Rosset, 26. collected 
$162,500 for the victory 
and was also allowed to 
hold, briefly, a diamond- 
studded golden racket- 
shaped trophy on offer to 
anyone who wins the event 
three times in five years. 

Last year's winner, Goran 
Ivanisevic of Croatia, 
pulled out on Tuesday 
before his scheduled first- 
round match because of 
shoulder problems. 


Livingston 
selected for 
World Indoor 
Championships 

LONDON (R) — Jason 
Livingston, sent home 
from the 1992 Barcelona 
Olympics in disgrace after 
a positive dope test, has 
been included in the British 
team for next week’s World 
Indoor Championships in 
Paris. 

Livingston, who turns 26 
next month, returned to the 
track this year after serving 
a four-year suspension. He 
won the European indoor 
60 metres title five years 
ago in his last appearance 
for Britain. 

Jamie Baulch, who bear 
American world indoor 
400 metres champion 
Darnell Hall in 
Birmingham on Sunday for 
the fourth time this season, 
will be Britain's top medal 
hope. 

World outdoor high hur- 
dles record holder Colin 
Jackson, fastest man this 
year over the 60 metres 
hurdles, has also been 
included along with former 
Olympic and world 400 
metres hurdles outdoor 
champion Sally Gunnell. 

Gunnell, who was carried 
off the track injured in the 
semifinals at last year's 
Atlanta Olympics, will run 
the 400 metres flat along 
with national indoor cham- 
pion Phylis Smith. Smith is 
unbeaten this season. 



Los Angeles Lakers’ Sean Rooks (R) and New York Knicks’ John Starks strike sim- 
ilar poses as they struggle to rebound Starks’ shot in the second period of their NBA 
game in Inglewood (Reuters photo) 

Ewing carries Knicks to double 
overtime win over Lakers 


LOS ANGELES (R) — 
Patrick Ewing, coming off 
his worst game of the sea- 
son. saved his best for last 
Sunday and scored 10 
points in the second over- 
time - as -the.. Jtfew- -York 
Knicks outlasted the Los 
Angeles Lakers 127-121. 

Ewing, who had seven 
points on l-of-8 shooting in 
Friday’s 84-64 loss at 
Seattle, scored 34 points 
and pulled down 25 
rebounds — both season 
highs for the All Star — to 
help the Knicks (40-15) 
post their eighth win in nine 
games. 

Ewing took charge after 
the Knicks blew a 10-point 
lead in the final three min- 
utes of regulation. In the last 
two minutes of the game, he 
had five points, two 
rebounds and a block. 

“I was disappointed that 
we blew the lead, but I’m 
happy we got the win,” 
Ewing said. “We could’ve 
blown the lead and lost and 
that would have been worse, 
but it was a hard-fought 
game and we did what we 
had to do to get the win. 

“I told Jeff (head coach 
Van Gundy) and the rest of 
the coaching staff to give 
me the damn ball (in OT).” 

Elden Campbell, filling in 
at centre for the injured 
Shaquille O’Neal had a 
career-high 40 points and 
10 rebounds for the Lakers 
(38-16), who have lost three 
of four and fell one-half 
game behind Seattle for the 
Pacific Division lead. 

A Campbell bucket gave 
the Lakers their last lead, 
but he fouled out as Ewing 
converted a three-point play 
with 1:14 to go that put 
New York ahead 122-121. 

“We just kept battling, we 
just ran out of bodies.” 
Lakers guard Byron Scott 
said 

At Utah, Gary Payton 
scored nine of his 28 points 
in overtime — including the 
game-winning basket with 
three-tenths of a second left 
— as the Seattle 
Supereonics edged the Utah 


Jazz 89-87 for their sixth 
straight victory. 

Payton scored all but two 
of his team's points in the 
extra session and sank a 
long jumper from the comer 


Miami Heat used a late 
fourth-quarter spun to 
defeat the Denver nuggets 
95-86. . 

Atlantic Division leading 
Miami (42-13), playing its 


to. lift Seattle . (38-1 5) into: game without injured 


first place in the Pacific. 

Detlef Schrempf added 20 
points for Seattle. Karl 
Malone led Utah (38-15) 
with 32 points and 10 
rebounds. 

In Houston, Brent Price 
scored nine of his 10 points 
in a second-quarter burst as 
the Houston Rockets got 
back on track with a 95-85 
victory over the punchless 
San Antonio Spurs. 

Hakeem Olajuwon scored 
21 points and Charles 
Barkley added 19 for 
Houston (36-19), who had 
lost nine of their last 12. 

Dominique Wilkins 
scored 28 points for the 
Spurs. 

At Washington, Otis 
Thorpe had a dunk and 
short jumper in a decisive S- 
0 fourth-quarter run to lead 
the Detroit Pistons to an 85- 
79 victory over the 
Washington Bullets. 

The Pistons extended their 
winning streak to six games 
and improved to 40-13. 
Aaron McKie led Detroit 
with 16 points. 

The Bullets are 0-17 
against first and second- 
place teams this season. 
Chris Webber, after missing 
five games with back injury, 
led Washington with 19 
points and 12 rebounds. 

At Indiana, Penny 
Hardaway and Horace 
Grant combined for 13 
points in a second-half run 
as the Orlando Magic used a 
balanced attack to pin a 99- 
90 defeat on the Indiana 
Pacers. 

Grant finished with 19 
points and Hardaway added 
17 for Orlando. Rec°ie 
Miller scored 26 points ud 
Rjk Smits added 14 for 
Indiana. 

In Miami, fill-in centre 
Isaac Austin scored 15 
points to lead seven playeii 
in double figures as the 
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Dolph Lundgren, Gina Bellman 
& Conrad Dunn in 


SILENT TRIGGER 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 
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alUfltar centre Alonzo 
Mourning, trailed S2-81 
with 5:57 to play but used a 
12-2 run to seize control. 

Laphonso Ellis had 29 
points and nine rebounds 
for Denver. 

In Vancouver, Bobby 
Phills scored 10 of his 23 
points in the fourth quarter 
to lead the Cleveland 
Cavaliers to a 9 1 -84 victory 
over the Vancouver 
Grizzlies. 

Tyrone Hill had 18 points 
and 17 rebounds for the 
Cavaliers (30-23), who won 
for the fifth time in six 
games. 

Bryant Reeves had 26 
points for the Grizzlies. 

At New Jersey, newly 
acquired Sam Cassell 
scored 1 3 of his 20 points in 
the pivoLal third quarrer as 
the New Jersey Nets dealt 
the Boston Celtics their 
10th straight loss 109-93. 

Kendall Gill scored 24 
points to lead the Nets, who 
won for the First lime since 
the nine-player trade with 
Dallas on Monday. Eric 
Williams scored 27 points 
and Rick Fox added 22 for 
the road-weary Celtics, who 
completed a terrible 0-9 
trip. 

In Milwaukee, the 
Clippers held the Bucks 
scoreless for six minutes in 
the fourth quarter as Los 
Angeles rallied for a 99-86 
victory tor their first road 
win in six weeks. 

In Phoenix, former Sun 
Michael Finley scored 20 
points, including a late 
three-pointer, as the Dallas 
Mavericks rallied from a 
16-point deficit to heat 
Phoenix SS-86. 

"It was real emotional,’’ 
Fmley said. “It’s like going 
against your big little broth- 
er, You want to beat them.'' 


Brad Pitt, Julia Ormond, 
Anthony Hopkins 
& Aidan Quinn.. i in 

LEGENDS OF THE 
FALL 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 
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Adel Imam, Shireen 
& Saeed Saleh 
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Under-22 Basket ball Championship 

final round begins tonight 
with Ahli- Jazireh match 


vBy Aleen Banna van 

f onion Times Staff Reporter 

■ — The season’s 
basketball competition 

es into high gear 

gaesday when titleftalders 
Aj( Jazireh face A1 Ahli in 
me start of the final round 
•Of the Under-22 
Championship. 

.. A1 Orthodox! currently 
lead the three-team finals 
'mi point difference after a 
65-59 win over A1 Jazireh 
in their last match ending 
the latter’s unbeaten streak 
throughout the tournament. 
• AI Orthodox] and A1 
Jazireh are now tied in 
overall points and provided 
**hey both beat Al Ahli in 
their upcoming matches 
the winner of their March 
1 match will decide the 
• •champion. 

>>^We played below our 
average in the last match 
(against AI Orthodoxi). We 
inow what we did wrong 


and are confident we can 
play a lot better," Al 
Jazireh’s head coach Fadi 
Sabbah Monday told the 
Jordan Times. 

Judging by their results 
in the previous rounds, Al 
Jazireh seem better posi- 
tioned to win the game 
tonight. 

AI Ahli have not been 
able to beat the top two 
teams while on the other 
band Al Jazireh had up 
until their match against Al 
Orthodoxi been the only 
unbeaten team defeating 
Al Ahli 86-76 in the first 
leg of the finals last week 
and 62-56 in the prelimi- 
nary round. 

Al Orthodoxi also beat 
Al Ahli 92-61 in the first 
leg and 81-48 in the pre- 
liminary round. 

The three teams include 
the best of the Kingdom’s 
junior players who have 
played alongside their 
clubs’ senior teams as well 


as the U-l 8 national team. 

Al Orthodoxi includes 
Fadi Saqqa, Ashraf 

Samara, Ihab Msih, Ghazi 
Naber, Ay man Dueis. 

Al Jazireh. who won the 
championship for the past 
two years, includes Bashar 
Huneidi, Raed Ghosheh, 

Mu’tasem Salameh, Seif 
Lada’, Shahin Shahin, 

Ma’an Odeh and Ihab 
QadooumL 

The team had played two 
matches in Syria beating 
top teams Al Wihdeh and 
AI Jeish in preparation for 
the final round. 

Al Ahli includes Wisam 
Nino, Faisal Nsour, 

Taimour Shamali, Nihad 
Madi. 

The two other teams in 
the tournament were Abu 
Nusair and Al Jalil who 
were eliminated in the pre- 
liminary round and fin- 
ished fourth and fifth 
respectively. 


Faisali win friendly match ahead 
of Arab Champions Cup 


By Mufeed Hassouneh 
in Casablanca and 
Aleen Bannayan in A mman 

AL FAISALI Tuesday beat 
the Bank of Morocco 1-0 
concluding their training 
camp in preparation for the 
3rd Arab Champions Cup 
which kicks off in 
Casablanca, Morocco, Feb. 
27 with AI Faisali repre- 
senting Jordan alongside 
top three Arab teams. 

Hassouneh Sheikh scored 
the sole goal in the 53rd 
minute and head coach 
Mazhar Saeed gave a 
chance for all players in 
order to decide the starting 
lineup for the opening 
match in which they will 
face Egypt’s Al Ahli. 

Arab League Champions 
Egypt's Al Ahli arrived in 
Casablanca Monday to join 
runners-up Morocco’s Al 
Raja, Arab Cup Winners 
Cup champions Olympic 
Khreibkeh of Morocco and 
runners-up AI Faisali at the 


championship’s headquar- 
ters where teams are 
putting the finishing touch- 
es on their preparations. 

Al Faisali had qualified 
after finishing in second 
place after Khreibkeh in 
the Arab Cup Winners Cup 
which was held in Amman 
last summer. 

They will be the first 
Jordanian team to partici- 
pate in the elite event 
which groups the Arab 
World’s top teams. 

Meanwhile, Arab Soccer 
Federation (ASF) officials 
said HRH Prince Abdullah 
Ben Al Hussein, president 
of the Jordan Soccer 
Federation (JSF), would be 
holding a series of meet- 
ings with ASF president 
Prince Faisal Ben Fahd. 
Discussions are expected 
to centre on Jordanian soc- 
cer and how the Kingdom 
can utilise ASF seminars 
and programmes to devel- 
op the game in the country. 

Talks would also centre 


on the Saudi experience 
and their advanced stand- 
ing in Arab. Asian and 
international sports arenas. 

Prince Abdullah, who is 
expected to arrive in 
Casablanca Friday or 
Saturday will also be hold- 
ing talks with the Egyptian 
and Moroccan soccer 
chiefs and other dignitaries 
inrited to ihe champi- 
onship. 

The ASF has invited 
FIFA President Joao 
Havelanee, Asian Football 
chief Sultan Ahmad Shah, 
African Football chief Issa 
Havatou, and Egyptian 
Football Chairman - Samir 
Zaher. 

The head of AI Faisali 's 
delegation. Majed 

Khreisha. said Prince 
Abdullah's attendance 
would give a big morale 
boost to the players citing 
that Al Faisali’s Club board 
had done everything possi- 
ble to ensure the team 
would appear in their best 


form. Al Faisali had hosted 
Romania's Jiul Pctrosani in 
Amman and flew to 
Casablanca last Wednesday 
for a week-long training 
camp. 

The ASF praised Jordan’s 
participation noting that 
they considered AI Faisali 
to be the team to watch. 

The Arab Champions 
Cup aims at naming the 
best Arab team as the event 
groups the top two teams of 
the Cup Winners Cup and 
League Champions. 

Significant cash prizes 
await the participating 
teams with the winner 
receiving S50.000, the run- 
ner-up S25,000, the third 
place finisher SI 5,000 and 
the fourth team S 1 0,000. 

In addition, the Prince 
Faisal trophy and prize will 
be awarded to the ideal 
team. Each team will start 
the championship with 20 
points. Two points will he 
deducted for each yellow 
card booking and 6 points 


for each suspension. There 
will also be prizes for top 
scorer, top goalie and best 
player. Hosts. Al R.ija' will 
receive $50.1)00 tor hosting 
the event. 

Al Faisal i's 29 -member 
delegation includes play- 
ers: Anis Shafiq. Walid 
Abu Hmeid. Freidon 
Saeed. Muhannad 

Mahadin. Ahmad Khalil, 
Firas Klialaileh. Ali Zu’bi. 
Ihab Nasr. Rami Abu 
Fanar, Osama Talal, Rateb 
Awadal. Ziyud Abu 
Shanah. Jama! Abu Abed. 
Subhi Suleiman, Hassuneh 
Sheikh. Haiem Aqel. 
Haithant Shboul, Jiryes 
Tadros, Mahmoud Malar. 
Ja'l'ar Hnmmad. Mansour 
Taw ui hah. Rood Jbour. 

Jordan Television will be 
covering the championship 
matches live. 


Mixed fortunes for Europe’s table toppers 


SPORTS 


Jones sinks Arsenal title hopes 



Ajax Amsterdam striker Patrick Kluivert (L) slips away from the clutches of 
Feyenoord midfielder Jean-Paul van Gastel during the first half of their first division 
league match at the Arena in Amsterdam. Ajax beat Feyenoord 3-0 (Reuters photo) 


MILAN (AFP) — Leaders 
of Europe’s major leagues 
this weekend had mixed 
fortunes as Monaco’s lead 
was cut. Juventus and Real 
Madrid held their advan- 
tage, while Bayern Munich 
increased their margin at 
the top. 

Juventus drew 1-1 at 
Fiorentina. Real Madrid 
thrashed Real Oviedo 6-1, 
Munich drew 1-1 at 
Bochum yet went further 
ahead in the Bundesliga 
while Monaco crashed 2-0 
in Metz. 

But Juventus had the 
most dramatic day — off 
the pitch at least. 

Their bus was stoned and 
their fans needed police 
_protection.as football hooli- 
ganism overshadowed the 
Italian league leaders’ 1-1 
draw at Fiorentina. 

Juventus’ team bus was 
hit by a volley of stones 
from Fiorentina fans as 
they made their way to the 
stadium, shattering four 
windows and spraying bro- 
ken glass over some of the 
players. 

No one was injured in the 
incident but police had to 
use batons before and tear 
gas after the match in 
Florence to maintain order 
and to protect the visiting 
Juventus fans as they left 
the ground. 

About 10 police officers 
and a dozen fans suffered 
light injuries in various 
scuffles which broke out in 
and around the ground. 

Juventus team coach 
Marcello Lippi said the 
club would not be filing a 
complaint about the stoning 
of ihe bus. 

“The important thing is 
for people to realise what 
happened and make sure it 
doesn't happen again,” he 
said. 

With Sampdoria snatch- 
ing a laie point in Naples. 
Juventus stay five points 
clear at the top of the Serie 
A with 41 points. 

French midfielder Alain 
Boghossian gave Napoli a 
58th minute lead, slamming 
the ball home with a waisr- 
high shot. 

But Sampdoria. who had 
hit the woodwork three 
times in the first half, 
earned their point with a 


stunning 25-yard free-kick 
from Croatian midfielder 
Sinisa Mihajlovic, whose 
drive boomed into the 
right-hand roof of the net 
with just three minutes left. 

Hat-trick heroes Davor 
Suker and Ronaldo led 
Real Madrid and Barcelona 
to crushing victories in the 
Spanish championship. 

Leaders Real Madrid beat 
Real Oviedo 6-1 at home to 
remain six points ahead of 
their Catalonian rivals, who 
won 4-1 against Real 
Zaragoza at the Nou Camp 
Stadium. 

Both sides bounced back 
after poor midweek results 
— Barcelona losing 2-0 at 
real Sociedad and Real 
Madrid losing 1-0 at neigh- 
bours Rayo ValJecano for 
their first defear in 25 
league matches. 

Abelardo also hit home 
for Barcelona and Madrid’s 
other scorers were Pedrag 
Mijatovjc, Raul and Victor, 
who was celebrating his 
21st birthday. 

Meanwhile Jurgen 

Klins mann struck a 65th- 
minute equaliser for 
Bayern Munich at Bochum 
to stretch his side’s lead at 
the top in Germany to three 
points. 


Klinsmann’s effort came 
10 minutes after defender 
Torsten Kracht had given 
Bochum the lead and took 
the Bavarian giants’ points 
haul to 40, three clear of 
Bonis si a Dortmund, 2-0 
losers at Fortuna 
Dusseldorf. 

Bayern coach Giovanni 
Trappatoni praised his 
team’s dogged perfor- 
mance, but was angry with 
midfielder Mehmet Scholl 
for squandering two good 
chances. “If Scholl had 
been less selfish then we 
could have won," the 
Italian snapped. 

French League leaders 
Monaco saw their title 
hopes jolted as they crashed 
2-0 in Metz, but rivals Paris 
Saint Germain failed to 
take advantage as they were 
held 1-1 at home by 
Guingamp. 

Metz, going for a place in 
the UEFA Cup for the sec- 
ond season in a row, com- 
pletely outwitted their illus- 
trious opponents with Cyril 
Serredszura heading the 
northerners in front on 15 
minutes following a pin- 
point cross from Didier 
Lang. 

Robert Pires, whom Metz 
say will not go to 


Newcastle United for less 
than 8million pounds, 
could have made it two on 
the half hour but his shot 
was hurried and flashed 
wide. 

With Rigobert Song suc- 
cessfully muzzling 

Brazilian hitman Sonny 
Anderson, Monaco were a 
shadow of their usual 
selves in attack, although 
Scottish midfielder John 
Collins went close with one 
long-range drive. 

Another Lang freekick set 
up Rodriguez for Metz’s 
second in the last minute 
for a well-deserved win. 

PSG stand six points off 
the pace after squandering 
two points at home to 
Guingamp, who took a 27th 
minute lead with a 
Stephane Carnot goal direct 
from a comer which caught 
keeper Bernard Lama nap- 
ping at his near post. 

Brazilian midfielder Rai 
scored from the spot to save 
a point for the hosts on 69 
minutes after a Hugues foul 
on Panamanian striker Dely 
Valdes. 

Ex-Monaco man 

Christophe Wreh could 
have given the visitors the 
win late on but hit the post 
with Lama beaten. 


Davenport wins Oklahoma City final 


OKLAHOMA CITY (R) 
— Olympic champion 
Lindsay Davenport won 
for the first time since last 
August by beating Lisa 
Raymond 6-4 6-2 Sunday 
in the finals of the 
$164,250 IGA tennis clas- 
sic. 

The top-seeded, 20-year- 
old Californian received 
$27,000 for claiming her 
eighth career pro victory. 

Davenport led the first 
set 5-4, but trailed 30-40 in 
the 1 0th game. She got the 
game to deuce and closed 
out the set with an ace. 

She immediately broke 


Raymond’s serve to open 
the second set as the 
fourth-seeded player had 
two double faults. 
Davenport stormed out to 
a 4-0 lead and was never 
beaded. 

•‘Winning that 5-4 game 
was huge,” Davenport 

said. “If it gets to 5-5, it 
would have been such a 
difference. 

“It is always important to 
get off to a good start any 
time and that was the case 
the second set” 

Davenport, ranked 
eighth, has been struggling 
in recent months. 


She won three tourna- 
ments in 1996, but nothing 
since winning the 
Olympics in Atlanta and a 
$450,000 tournament in 
Los Angeles. 

“Things were really 
rolling for me, winning the 
Olympics and Los 
Angeles,” Davenport said. 
‘1 think I got burned out. I 
was playing a lot of ten- 
nis.” 

“That’s the reason I 
came here. I didn't play 
that well in Australia and 
wanted to get my confi- 
dence up. I think my game 
is just now back where it 


was.” 

Raymond, ranked 26th, 
battled back from a bout 
with the flu during the 
week to reach the finals of 
a tournament for only the 
fifth time in her career. 

definitely needed to 
serve better.” said 
Raymond, who received 
$13,500. “I needed to get a 
lot more first serves in. 
There’s no way I could 
have played her the way I 
did in the semifinals (a 6-1 
6-0 win over Francesca 
Lubiana of Italy). 

“I couldn’t bang away 
with her.” 


IN BRIEF 


Bolden equals 
fastest time of year 

BIRMINGHAM (R) — 
Trinidad’s Olympic 100 
metres bronze medallist 
Ato Boldon equalled the 
fastest 60 metres time of 
the year on Sunday when 
he clocked 6.49 seconds ar 
the Birmingham Indoor 
Grand Prix. Jamaican 
Michael Green is the only 
other man to have run as 
fast this season. Nigerian 
Davidson Ezinwa was sec- 
ond in 6.53 and Jamaican 
Ray Stewart third in 6.55. 
Canadian Bruny Surin. 
who - attempts --his- third 
consecutive 60 metres 
indoor title in Paris next 
week, was eliminated in 
the heats. Dennis Mitchell 
and Jon Drummond, both 
members of the U.S. 
4x100 metres relay team 
who finished second to 
Canada at the Atlanta 
Olympics last year, also 
failed to qualify for the 
final. . 

Majoli wins final 

HANOVER (R) — Iva 
Majoli of Croatia fought 
back from a set down to 
beat top seed Jana 
Novotna 4-6, 7-6, 64 and 
retain her title at the WTA 
toumamem in Hanover on 
Sunday. The 19-year old 
completed the fightback 
with an impressive third 
set to record her first WTA 
tournament win since last 
year's triumph. 


LONDON i. AFP) — 
Arsenal’s title hopes suf- 
fered a major setback as 
Wimbledon consolidated 
their bid for a UEFA Cup 
place with a 1-0 win at 
Highbury Sunday. 

Defeat left Arsenal in 
fourth place, six points 
behind leaders Manchester 
United but having played 
one game more as their 
sequence without a win was 
stretched to five games. 

Wimbledon had hardman 
Vinnie Jones to thank as 
their remarkable season 
continued after the shaven- 
headed midfielder scored 
the only goal of the game 
with a superbly taken volley 
in the first-half. 

Joe Kinnear’s side, who 
are also in ih e league cup 
semi-finals and the FA Cup 
quarter-finals, kept alive 
their outside hopes of an 
unlikely title challenge with 
a 12th league win of the 
season. 

Troubled Arsenal striker 
Ian Wright came within 
inches of giving Arsene 
Wenger’s side the lead after 
15 minutes when he raced 
onto a long clearance from 
the back. 

With two defenders bear- 
ing down on him from the 
side and Wimbledon ‘keep- 
er Neil Sullivan bursting off 
his line, Wright shot instinc- 
tively from the edge of the 
area only to see his effort 
cannon off the right-hand 
post. 

But it was the visitors, 
who have not lost at 
Highbury since 19S7, who 
look the lead with a goal 
against the run of play on 21 


2 Furnished Apartment For Rent 
IN UM UTHAYNAH 

3 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms.one master bedroom 
Sitting room, living room, diningroom L-Shape, 
Fully equipped Kitchen, Telephone is available, 

Separate Central Heating, Souts For Diplomatic Fameltes 

Contact Tel. : 5530444 
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WRONG CAN BE RIGHT 
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West leads the queen of dia- 
monds. la there any mason to hold 
up for one round? 

None at all. You have six feat 
tricks in three suits and need to 
develop just three club tricks for 
ypar game. The only danger is that 
East holds four clubs headed by A 
10. It West has that holding, Che 
distribution trill be revealed an the 
second round and the Len can be 


Assume you tackle clubs in the 
normal manner. East allows the 
jack of dobs to win the first time 
the suit is led. then plays low when 
a dub is returned. When you now 


Opening lead: Queen of 0 

Looking at the dub suit only, the 
correct way to plgy it is to lead low 
from the South hand toward the 
two honors in dummy, than back to 
the king Considering the hand as a 
whole, that would be fatal here — 
unless declarer was blessed with X- 
rpy vision. 

South’s opening bid of two no 
trump is textbook. With a balanced 
seven points and a five-card dub 
suit, North has no reason U con- 
template any contract other than 
three no trump. 


rise with the king, East still has 
in the suit 

only t 
Tough luck. 


two stoppers in the suit and you 
have only one entry to dummy. 


Correct is to lead the king of 
dubs at trick two, which East must 
‘duck. Now continue with the nine of 
dubs. If West follows, put up an 
honor from the table. Should East 
show out, return to hand with the 
king of hearts lead a chib, lak* 
ing the marked finesse for the ten. 

Should West show out, run the 
nine. East must win. and you can 
capture any return in hand and 
lead mother dub, setting up two 
more tricks in the suit while the ace 
of spades is still in dummy aa an 
entry. 


minutes. 

A poor clearance by 
Arsenal full-buck Lee 
Dixon allowed Neal Arvlley 
to return the ball into the 
box where captain Jones, 
completely unmarked, 
buried a half-volley from 10 
yards. 

The gunners, without 
injured England interna- 
tionals David Seaman. Tony 
Adams, Martin Keown and 
David Platt, looked as if 
they were still reeling from 
Wednesday’s bruising 2-1 
home defeat by Manchester 
United. 

Wimbledon should have 
streiched their lead on the 
stroke of half-time when 
Ardley snatched at a shot 
from close range after a fine 
knock-down by Robbie 
Earle at the far post and saw 
his effort squirt wide of the 
mark. 

Moments earlier. Arsenal 
goalkeeper John Lukic kept 
out a fierce shot by Earle as 
Wimbledon looked on 
course to extend a incredi- 
ble record at Highbury 
w’here they are unbeaten in 
the last eight visits. 

But after Jones’s goal, the 
gunners had only the occa- 
sional moment of brilliance 
from Dennis Bergkamp to 
inspire them. Twice the 
Dutchman was tackled as he 
prepared to shoot. 

Bergkamp continued to 
look Arsenal’s most likely 
source of an equaliser in the 
second half. 

Merson made a surging 
run down the left flank 
before releasing Bergkamp 


who advanced into the area 
but when he cut the ball 
back from the goal-line 
there was no arsenal player 
there to turn the hall into the 
net. 

Bergkamp almost scored 
himself after 7U minutes 
when he brought a smart 
save out of Sullivan w ith a 
low shot from the edge of 
the area. 

But tor all their second- 
half pressure, the gunners 
were unable to find the tar- 
get. and almost went two 
down when the dons hit 
them on the break after 60 
minutes. 

Efan Ekoku crossed low 
for Ardley to hit a fierce 
shot which Lukic brilliantly 
kept out and from the 
rebound Marcus Gayle 
seemed certain to score, 
until Steve Morrow made a 
superb interception. 

Frenchman Patrick Vieira 
looked certain to Level the 
scores when he met 
Bergkamp's in-swinging 
cross from the right but his 
close range effort was 
somehow beaten out by 
Sullivan. 

Goalscorcr Jones, substi- 
tuted after the break with a 
leg injury, said Wimbledon 
must not crumble under the 
pressure as they aim to 
secure their first ever place 
in European competition. 

"The victory is obviously 
going to bring even more 
pressure.” said Jones. ’’But 
the main thing is that we 
continue to enjoy our foot- 
ball and continue to express 
ourselves.” 


ENGINEER WANTED 

An International Company is seeking to 
appoint an Engineer experienced in 
AutoCad and a CAD operator. English 
command is a must. Qualified candidates 
are invited to send their CVs detailing 
experience, certificates, along with 
references and contact address to: 

P.O. Box 962031 , 

Amman - 11196, Jordan. 


Arab world for maintenance and General Services 

(A well known name in General Services) 


1. General mainlename i<v houses. 1 Ollenne nil eleaning \cniixs 
.V General ih'coraiinns 4. Cleaning atu! ilnn feel ion vt drinking ajier rank' and 
wells. S. Dismantling. Packaging . transport and installing furniture 

6. HnustthiWning . painting . lumiture uphi 'Islering and carpentry «u>rk 

7. Waw proofing ol rwis with chemicals, foil and eidd pilch 

S our skilled philipinn servants are ready in offer fhier senii.es daily ■ month Is 
(live out). 


Tel : 617729 


& 


FURNISHED 

SUPER DELUXE PENTHOUSE 

FOR RENT ( IN A TWO STOREY VILLA ) 


AREA 330 SQ METERS AND 150 SQ. M TERRACES. 
3 BEDROOMS (ONE MASTER) SITTING ROOM WITH 
FIRE PLACE. DINING ROOM AND SALON, FULLY., 
FITTED KITCHEN, TELEPHONE / FAX AVAILABLE 
ALL FLOORS ITALIAN MARBLE UNDER FLOOR 
HEATING, PARKING AVAILABLE, AND STORAGE 
ROOM AT BASEMENT, CONCIERGE AND LIFT. 
LOCATION: 

ABDOUN. CLOSE TO HOUSING BANK. 

PLEASE CALL OWNER AT TEL 857888 
FROM 9-11 AM / 3- 6 PM 
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Police seek motive for 


bizarre shooting at 
New York landmark 


Palestinian opens fire on tourists , 
self atop Empire State Building 


NEW YORK (Agencies) — 
Police on Monday were 
searching for a Palestinian 
man's motive for shooting a 
group of tourists atop the 
Empire State Building, leaving 
one dead and six wounded 
before killing himself. 

New York City Mayor 
Rudolph Giuliani called the 
Sunday incident “a terrible 
tragedy" but said it was too 
early to say whether the shoot- 
ing was a random act or 
extremism. 

The Palestinian, identified as 
Alt Abu Kamal, triggered 
panic and a stampede from the 
building's crowded 86th floor 
observation deck as he began 
firing his 380 semi-automatic 
Beretta. 

Shortly before the bloody 
attack. Belgian businessman 
Stef Nys said he heard a dark- 
skinned man ask tourists if 
they were from Egypt. 

"He was going up to people 
and asking, 'are you from 
Egypt? Are you from 
Alexandria?"" said Mr. Nys. 

Mr. Nys said he turned 
around and saw the gunman 
shoot himself in the head. "His 
false teeth popped out and his 
body was convulsing." Mr. 
Nys said. 

Mr. Giuliani and police said 
they could not confirm the 
assail am made the remarks 
about Egypt. 

The 69-year old lone 
assail an L whose papers said he 
was from Ram all ah. died in 
hospital six hours after shoot- 
ing himself in the head, police 
said. 

.. He .shot dead a 27-year-old 
musician from Denmark who 
was among about 300 tourists 
atop the Manhattan landmark 
admiring the view around 5:00 
p.m. (2200 GMTl just before 
sunset. 

The Empire Stale Building 
was once the tallest building in 
the world and has been the 
backdrop for several 
Hollywood movies, from 
“King Kong" to “Sleepless In 
Seattle" 

The attack wounded a 52- 
year-old Argentine, a French 
couple, a 30-year old Swiss 
and two U.S. nationals, includ- 
ing a friend of the Dane. Six 
other tourists, including a 15- 



quality as received) 


month old baby and a one- 
and-a-half year old child, were 
hurt in the crush as the pan- 
icked sightseers rushed for the 
exits. 

“Suddenly we heard the 
shots and everyone starts 
screaming ‘go down! go 
down,’" said Kay Dar, who 
was on a family outing with 
her husband and two children, 
ages 12 and 13. 

Mr. Giuliani said there was 
“no indication yet that (the 
assailant) knew anybody" on 
the observation deck. 

He said that “terrorism' - was 
“a significant hypothesis” but 
that nothing was being ruled 
out at this stage. 

City police and the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation (FB0 
in a joint terrorism task force 
are working on the investiga- 
tion, he said. 

The man's name did not 
turn up in a computer search of 
known criminals, according to 
law enforcement sources. 

Mr. Safir said there was no 
advance warning of the attack 
and no claim of responsibility. 

Mr. Giuliani said that Abu 
Kamal, who was bom in Jaffa 
in 1927. arrived in the United 
States on Dec. 24 according to 
documents found on him. He 
purchased the Beretta in 
Florida at the end of last 
month. 

The mayor said dial as a pre- 
caution, security had been 
stepped up at other “sensitive 
locations," but stressed that 
“there is no reason for anyone 
in the city to be frightened" 

Armed undercover security 


guards and uniformed guards 
patrol die building, which is 
staffed with security officers 
24 hours a day. Empire State 
Building spokesman Steven 
Rubinstein said 

The Empire State Building, 
one of New York’s most popu- 
lar tourist attractions, was the 
tallest building in the world 
when it first opened in 1931. 

It lost that distinction in 
1972 but remains the world’s 
seventh -tallest building and 
attracts droves of tourists 
because of its breathtaking 
view of the city, the rivers 
around New York and neigh- 
bouring stales. 

Police were not sure of the 
significance of Abu Kamal ’s 
remarks about Egypt. 

“There are different reports 
about things that were said" 
but no indication of his moti- 
vation. Mr. Giuliani told a city 
hall news canfereoce. 

The graceful tower in mid- 
town Manhattan remains one 
of the best-known symbols of 
New York and is especially 
popular with the thousands of 
foreign tourists visiting the 
city each year. 

Standing 375 meters — 
442 metres with its spire — 
tire building is noted for the 
lighting that bathes its granite 
sides in various colours to 
commemorate the seasons, 
holidays or special events. On 
Sunday, the lighting was all- 
white. 

Visitors buy a ticket in the 
lobby and tide elevators to the 
86th floor deck. They are not 
routinely subjected to metal 
detectors or searches of per- 
sonal belongings. 

Skies were clear, visibility 
from the deck was about 16 
kilometres and temperatures 
were in the 40s Fahrenheit 
(.around 60 on a Sunday 
afternoon that would normally 
attract hundreds of tourists. 

Leona Helmsley. whose real 
estate company manages the 
Empire State Building, said 
the firm would pay for fami- 
lies of victims to be flown to 
New York. 

"We will do everything pos- 
sible to tighten their burden 
during this terrible time,” Ms. 
Helmsley said through Mr. 
Rubenstein. 


No Red Army members 
arrested, Murr declares 


Israel sees 
ties with 
Yemen 

TEL AVIV (R) — Israel and 
Yemen ore discussing establish- 
ing official ties through the 
opening of interest offices, 
Israeli Rireign Minister David 
Levy said on Monday. 

Mr. Lex 1 )’, speaking to Israel 
Radio during a visit to China, 
confirmed a report in the 
Yedioch Ahronot newspaper 
that Eitan Bcnzur. director-gen- 
eral of the Israeli foreign min- 
istry. secretly met Yemen's for- 
eign minister in Europe at the 
weekend. 

“Even before this we sent a 
special emissary who brought a 
message from me ."Mr. Levy 
said. “We are maintaining chan- 
nels of communications and 
now' we are heading. ..towards 
the main thing — another 
country with which we can 
open an interest office." 

Mr. Levy said he could give 
no further details until Israel and 
Yemen issued a joint announce- 
ment. 

There are contacts and a 
willingness by both sides. We 
exchanged ideas, written and 
also in meetings. I hope that 
within a few days both of us 
will be able to give additional 
and gratifying cIarifications,"he 
said. 

Yedioth Ahronot reported that 
Yemen had agreed as a first 
stage to allow up to 10,000 
Israelis of Yemeni extraction to 
visit and Israeli companies to 
invest in the country. 

Israel already has a foothold 
in the Arabian Peninsula, with 
trade missions in Oman and 
Qatar. Oman has a trade repre- 
sentation office in Tel Aviv. 


BEIRUT (AFP) — 
Lebanon has not arrested 
any members of the 
Japanese Red Army, Interior 
Minister Michel Murr said 
Monday, contradicting a 
Japanese government 
announcement that mem- 
bers of the group were in 
Lebanese custody. 

“The directorate of state 
security informed me in an 
official letter that the 
authorities are not detaining 
members of the Japanese 
Red Army," Mr. Murr said 
in a television interview. 

“Some Palestinians during 
interrogation about certain 
cases reported that they had 
cooperated with foreigners 
who have been arrested, but 
there are no Japanese 
among them.” he added. 

On Friday, Mr. Murr told 
reporters that the Interior 
Ministry’s security services 
“have not arrested any- 
body." 

The directorate of state 
security, which is directly 
linked to the prime minis- 
ter's office, the general 
security agency and the 
army intelligence services 
are part of the central secu- 
rity council headed by Mr. 
Murr. 

Lebanese Foreign 

Minister Fares Bouez con- 
firmed last week that sever- 
al Japanese nationals had 
been taken into custody. But 
he declined to identify them 
as members of the Japanese 
Red Army or release further 
information. 

Asked Monday about Mr. 
Murr's comments. Masanori 
Yagi. first secretary at the 


Japanese embassy, said: 
“Far U.S.. the situation has 
not changed, because we 
had not received any confir- 
mation of the identities of 
those arrested in the first 
place." 

Attorney General Adnan 
Addoum met here Monday 
with a diplomat from the 
Japanese embassy and an 
anti-terrorism officer dis- 
patched from Tokyo but 
declined to comment to 
reporters on his talks. 

Japanese Prime Minister 
Ryutaro Hashimoto 
announced last week that 
Tokyo had been informed of 
the arrests of five or six sus- 
pected Japanese Red Array 
members in Lebanon. 

“We are now cooperating 
with the Lebanese govern- 
ment to try to confirm their 
identity.” Foreign Minister 
Yukihiko Ikeda said. Tf it is 
confirmed that they are 
members, we would ask for 
them to be handed over to 
Japan." 

Lebanese judicial sources 
have identified one of those 
in custody as Kozo 
Okamoto. sentenced to life 
imprisonment in Israel for a 
machine-gun and grenade 
attack at Lod airport in May 
1972 which left 26 people 
dead and 80 wounded. 

Mr. Okamoto, .now 49, 
was released in a hostage 
exchange between Israel 
and Palestinian guerillas in 
May 1985. 

Formed in 1971, the 
Japanese Red Army has 
close l inks with militant 
Palestinian groups. 
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Kabariti meets Qouriea, reaffirms Jordan's 
rejection of Israeli plans in Arab Jerusalem 


AMMAN (Petra) — Prime , 
Minister Abdul Karim 

Kabariti on Monday 

received at his office 
Ahmad Qouriea, head of 
the Palestinian Legislative 
Council, and reaffirmed 

Jordan’s firm stand with 
regard to the peace process 
and Arab East Jerusalem 

He said that Jordan con- 
siders the Holy City a sym- 
bol of peace and rejects any 
measures that pose a threat 
to the Middle East peace 
process. 

The prime minister and 
the Palestinian official 
reviewed issues of common 
concern and developments 
in the peace process as well 
as Jordanian-Palestinian 
cooperation in various 
fields. 

Following the meeting 
Mr. Qouriea told Jordan 
Television that he reviewed 
the situation in Palestinian 
territories in the light of 



Prime Minister Abdul Karim Kabariti on Monday 
meets Palestinian Legislative Council Speaker 
Ahmad Qouriea (Petra photo) 


ongoing Israeli attempts to Mr. Qouriea, who was 
create a new Jewish settle- accompanied to the meeting 
ment near Jerusalem. with Palestinian 


Ambassador to Jordan 
Omar Khatib. said he 
reviewed with Mr. Kabariti 
further Israeli redeploy- 
ment in Palestinian lands 
and heard from Mr. Kabanti 
the results of a meeting in 
Amman Sunday between 
His Majesty King Hussein 
and Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu. 

In reply to a question 
about the new settlement 
which Israel intends to build 
on Jabal Abu Ghneim near 
Jerusalem, Mr. Qouriea 
said such a move was 
bound to grind the peace 
process to a halt, adding that 
he also expects a very angry 
reaction from the 
Palestinian people. 

He said the Jordanian- 
Palestinian joint committee 
would meet in the first 
week of March to discuss 
issues of common concern. 


Jordan takes delivery of C-130 
plane of U.S. aid package today 


Kingdom advancing a model in Middle East 
and needs support, information minister says 


U.S. grants Jordan $21m to 
finance purchase of wheat 

AN AGREEMENt for $21 million in soft Loans to help 
Jordan purchase about 100,000 metric tonnes of wheat 
from private U.S. sources was signed Monday at the 
finance ministry by Finance Minister Marwan Awad 
and United States Ambassador to Jordan Wesley W. 
Egan. Minister of Supply Munir Sobar witnessed the 
signing. Last year the United States provided an equal 
amount of financing under the (Public Law) PL-480 
programme, making Jordan the largest recipient of PL- 
480 assistance in the world for the second year in a row. 

The soft loan is being provided by the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture under the provisions of PL- 
480. It is being extended at the concessional interest 
rate of 3 per cent for the five years and at 4 per cent 
thereafter. Repayment will begin following a grace peri- 
od of five years in 21 annual instalments, the United 
States information Service said in a press release. 


By P.V.Vrvekanand 
Jordan Tunes Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Jordan today 
takes formal delivery of a 
Hercules C-130 H transport 
plane as part of military 
assistance from the U.S. 
agreed last year during a cer- 
emony to be held at Marka 
Airport. officials said 
Monday. 

The kingdom has already 
received a shipment of other 
items included in the assis- 
tance package worth Si 00 
million. These involved 18 
UH helicopters, 50 M-60 
tanks. 250 transport vehi- 
cles. three small boats, night 
vision and other military 
equipment and light 
weapons. 

The Clinton administration 
has granted Jordan the status 
of a non-North Atlantic 
Treaty Organisation (NATO) 
ally, which entitles the 
Kingdom to receive advance 
U.S. military equipment and 
technology. 

The $100 million aid pack- 
age was agreed upon before 
the status was granted to the 
Kingdom. 

Jordan will receive 1 6 F-16 
fighter jets from the U.S. 
before the end of this year. 

His Majesty King Hussein 
is expected to discuss 
Jordan's financial and mili- 
tary needs when he visits the 
U.S. for talks with President 
Bill Clinton on March 18. 

On the political level, the 
White House talks are 
expected to focus on the sta- 
tus of the Middle East peace 
process and means to ensure 
the success of Arab-Israeli 
negotiations. 

On the bilateral front, the 
King is expected to discuss 
the U.S.-Jordanian economic 
cooperation as well as joint 
efforts in various other areas. 


including the fight against 
extremism and crime. 

Explaining the Kingdom's 
approach and perceptions. 
Information Minister 
Marwan Muasher said 
Monday Amman felt that it 
deserved "the support of the 
international community, 

including the U.S. and other 
countries,- because it was 
advancing a unique model in 
the Middle East. 

"We are following a three- 
pronged approach" in creat- 
ing that model. Dr. Muasher 
told a press briefing. 

The three "prongs," he 
explained, included the 
political reform programme 
that Jordan adopted in 1980, 
the economic restructuring 
programme under way in the 
Kingdom and the Middle 
East peace process. 

On the first count, the min- 
ister pointed out that the 
political reforms adopted by 
Jordan did not mean simply 
the free parliamentary elec- 
tions that the Kingdom saw 
in 1989 and 1993 but includ- 


ed the reintroduction of 
political parties with the 
enactment of new legislation 
and the enhancement of 
respect for human rights. 

"Jordan has the best record 
of respect for human rights 
in the region." he said. 

In the context of economic 
reforms. Dr. Muasher said. 
Jordan's performance and 
achievements under the 
restructuring programme 
had secured "not only the 
support but also the admira- 
tion of the international 
community" and institutions 
such as the International 
Monetary Fund and the 
World Bank. 

As far as the peace process 
is concerned, the informa- 
tion minister referred to the 
central role dial Jordan is 
playing in advancing the 
quest for comprehensive 
peace in the region and the 
Kingdom's contributions in 
this respecL 

"Jordan needs the support 
of the international commu- 
nity, including the U.S. and 


other countries" in advanc- 
ing the model, said Dr. 
Muasher. 

The positive impact of the 
success of the model will 
benefit the entire Middle 
East region just as "the nega- 
tive repercussions of failure 
will not be limited to 
Jordan," added the minister. 

The central role that 
Jordan plays in the region 
and the quest for Arab- 
Israeli peace was highlighted 
by the successful mediation 
that the King undertook in 
lifting a logjam in Israeli- 
Palestinian negotiations last 
month. 

King Hussein, addressing 
a press conference after talks 
with Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu on 
Sunday, reiterated Jordan's 
willingness to offer whatever 
it can, if asked to do so. in 
advancing the peace 
process. 

Stressing Jordan's "total 
commitment to peace, a 
peace with dignity and secu- 
rity. a better future for all the 
generations to come." the 
King said: "We will not 

waver in our efforts to get 
there, so that long after we 
are gone, people will 
remember us....we have 
done our very, very best for 
them and for the coming 
together of the children of 
Abraham...." 

"I am always ready to help 
in any way we can wherever 
the question of peace is 
raised...," said the King. 

Mr. Netanyahu described 
as crucial and positive the 
King's intervention in 
Febmajy that lead to the 
signing of the Israeli- 
Palestinian agreement on 
Hebron and subsequent steps 
in implementing the Oslo 
accords. 


Lebanon to 
deport Iraqi 


Israel lodges protest against French 
foreign minister's truncated visit 


BEIRUT (R) — Lebanese 
authorities decided on 
Monday to deport an Iraqi 
citizen after questioning 
him about the killings of 
several Iraqi opposition 
figures outside Lebanon, 
judicial sources said. 

They said assistant mili- 
tary Prosecutor-General 
Khaled Hammoud called 
off investigations of 
Bassam Yaaqoub Yousef, 
who had been questioned 
about allegedly carrying 
out assassinations in 
Kuwait, London, Morocco 
and Albania for Iraqi intel- 
ligence. 

“It has been decided to 
close the case and deport 
Bassam Yaaqoub Yousef 
from Lebanon after investi- 
gations proved he had not 
committed any crime in 
Lebanon and that he bad 
legally entered the coun- 
try” sources quoted Mr. 
Hammoud as saying. 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — Israel lodged an 
angry protest with France on Monday over 
a derision to cut short a planned visit here 
next month by French Foreign Minister 
Herve De Glare tie. 

“Israel has officially expressed its displea- 
sure to France," said foreign ministry 
spokesman Yigal Palmor. 

“The Israeli government is not happy with 
the organisation of the visit as it has been 
presented. This stay of 24 hours does not 
correspond with the three-day visit we were 
promised,” be told AFP. 

Ml De Charette is due here on March 4. 

The trip was aimed at improving ties 
strained after President Jacques Chirac's 
October visit was marred when Israeli 
police prevented him from mingling with 
Palestinians in Arab East Jerusalem, an 
action Mr. Chirac described as “provoca- 
tion.” 

Mr. Palmor said the French ambassador 
had been summoned to the foreign ministry 
several days ago to be told of Israel's dis- 
pleasure. “Our ambassador in France has 
been charged with passing on the same 
message to the Quai D’orsay (French for- 
eign ministry)." he added. 
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on a Middle Eastern tour takin 
Palestinian territories as well as ‘ 
Lebanon. 

However, Israeli Foreign Minis! 
Levy had reportedly received an ; 
that Mr. De Charette would make 
day visit to try and repair the dam 
to relations during Mr. Chirac’s tri 

Mr. De Charette accompanii 
Chirac on his Middle East tour Iasi 
did not come to Israel after the so 
warned him against visiting Oiler 
the unofficial headquarters of the 
Liberation Organisation in Ara 
Jerusalem. 

Israel is firmly opposed to anv di 
jnsits to Orient House, saving su 
lend oedence to Palestinian'cfai 
Arab East Jerusalem. 

On Friday. France said it was .. 

y - ^. el i plans co build a new 
neighbourhood on its southern ^, 

France recently offered to tfav 
any moves to resume peace St, 

Israel and Syria and Le ba “ on a ’ ki 



Russians not 
satisfied with 
sex-aid wages 


MOSCOW (R) — Bosses at 
what was once a high-tech 
Soviet defence plant hare 
solved a severe cash shortage 
by paving workers with 
handouts of the firm's new 
post-cold war products — 
which include rubber sex 
aids. Employees at the 
Akhmba factory in 
Volgograd, who have had no 
wages" for over a year, arc far 
from satisfied with being 
paid in dildos and arc now on 
the brink of revolt, ihe 
Moscow Times newspaper 
said at the weekend. The 
Akhtubu plant had previous- 
ly made high-precision 
niarine navigation instru- 
ments for the Soviet navy. 

Obscenities 
spray-painted 
on Lincoln's tomb 

SPRINGFIELD (R) — 

Vandals spray-printed 
obscenities on the stone base 
of the building housing for- 
mer President Abraham 
Lincoln's tomb, police said 
Sunday. Police had no sus- 
pects in the painting, which 
apparently took place 
Saturday night. Springfield 
police Sergetint Ricky Davis 
said. Sgt Davis would not 
say whether the graffiti had 
racial overtones. Lincoln, 
the 16th U.S. president, 
issued the emancipation 
proclamation, freeing the 
slaves, in 1 863. 

Two girls die in fire 
believed started 
by hair dryer 

OKLAHOMA Cm - (R> — 
Two young sisters were 
killed when they aecidenially 
staned a fire by playing with 
dolls and a hairdryer at their 
Oklahoma City home, offi- 
cials said. Courtnie Shope. 
5. and her sister Tessa, 2. 
were playing in their bed- 
room Saturday when the fire 
broke out. Fire chief Mike 
Vemon said the exact cause 
of the blaze was not yet 
known but that the girls may 
have set the dolls' hair on fire 
by using die dryer on them or 
that it may have been 
dropped among some cloth- 
ing on the floor and over- 
heated. The girls' mother 
escaped the fire with her 
infant daughter but was 
unable to rescue the other 
two girls, officials said. 


Smelly books 
bring history alive 

LONDON (R) — History 
books complete with the 
smells of muck heaps, rotting 
heads on poles and plague- 
ridden streets are set to bring 
the past alive for Britain's 
schoolchildren. The scratch- 
and-sniff “smelly old histo- 
ry" series promises to waft 
children back to a past w hen 
Romans washed their laun- 
dry in urine and 16th centuiy 
lovers exchanged apples they 
had kept in their armpits, said 
publishers Oxford University 
Press. 'Or all the senses of 
me past, we often forcet the 
importance of smell, its the 
best, it s the worst, but it's (he 
hardest sense to include in a 
history lesson" said author 
Mary Dobson. The first three 
books in the scries are u> be 
published in mid-March. 


Indian speaker 
raps sleeping Mp s 

mew Delhi (Am - 

Inc sneaker of India’s upper' 
nou.se Monday pulled up 
^'crul erring deputies, say" 
»ng they could close (heir, 
eves U> reflect hut not sleep 
Swantinathan. a senior 
member of parliament func- 
tioning as temporary speak- 
er in the Rjyyu Sabha. said 
»» not allowed. 
unc can cenainlv close his 
and think." he said. His 
observations came during a 
M'ninolcnt post-lunch ses- 
Sl ° n v \hen several memhciS 
'v ere found sleeping despittr 
^ an ' mated discussion on a 
Sp^emmetu proposal to pro- 
v .£ chcu P finxleruins to 320 
milium pwr people. 
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